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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14

e New Tndia

To be certain, the Resolution of the
Congress Working . Committee on “India
and War”, just issued from Wardha, is
not a réhash or a mere condensation of its
earlier thesis issued last month. After
flonting in the air for a good while, it is
descending upon the terra firma. The
present resolution shows a new outlook
altogether. Its tone and temper are also
different, But there is hesitation still,
and indecision, an unmistakable tendency
to ignore reality and shoot up in the
clouds. This change is healthy and is
welcome, and it should be expected that
in the near future the Working Committee
will considerably get round, and talk less
of an undefined world order and more of
JIndian independence. What however is
necessary is that the Left should consoli-
date itself over this issue and keep the
ideal constantly and steadfastly in its view.

What exactly transpired at the Delhi
interviews between the Viceroy aud the
Congress leaders is not definitely known.
Had the Viceroy any definite, clear offers
"to make to them ? On the Indian side,

there can be only one demand, that of

complete Independence. These unintelli-
gent talks about frecdoms and democracies,
about a new order somewhere in the

"making, about a revised old order, are .

apt to confuse issues and muddle incautious
minds. European imperialisms are not

dead, and cannot be expected to die of

. themselves out of sheer inanity.

It cannot be denied that Gandhiji’s -

offer of unconditional co-operation has
considerably weakened the

cision of the Working Committee have
made the position worse.

one demand to make, that of complete
Independence. War or no war, war or

peace, the Indian nation must win its:
independence. So far as India is concerned, -

the London Times has stated the British

war and peace aims quite firmly and

clearly. The reaction to the present

Wardba resolution of a Calcutta journal

Congress
position. And the vacillation and inde- -

As we have
said above, the Congress can have only’

" demoniac Fuehrer.

misnamed the Statesman proclaims a
moral which should not be misunderstood.
A now world order is alright so long
a3 in India it is the old wine in a new
bottle. These people who také the
language of the nineteenth century do
not understand the new India. The
theory of gradualness, so cleverly stated,
is insulting to the self-respect of India.
And the new India is not particalarly
anxious to put up with the British tutelage
still the greek Calends. Peace or war,
India must bave independence. India
must recover her own soul.

' HOPE' VANISHES

It is now more than a week that Herr
Hitler thundered forth ‘his demands on

-the fulfilment of which he was prepared

to call off war: The world listened with
grave concern to. the words of the proud
Dictator who has thrown Europe - into
the present conflagration. With charac-
teristic frankness the Fuehrer declared
that so far as Poland was concerned, it
was a closed issue—he would not yield

" even a sod of land from the country that
.he had conguered. Even there he did

notstop; in plain and unequivocal language
he pressed the claims of the colonies
which Versailles had torn away from the
vanquished Germany more than twenty
years ago.

No body had any doubt about the
fate of these proposals. They threw out
‘a direct challenge to the status quo of
Burope. 1If peace were bought for that
price, the map of Europe would undergo
great changes. Not only that, Germany
growing from streugth to strength atid with
its traditional enmity to Britain and France,
would remain a perpetual source of danger
to the Allies, ready to pounce on them.
when the hour would strike. On the
very face of them, the proposals were

too cxacting to arouse any sympathetic

interest. The French and the DBritish
Press howled at them, They would have
no truck with Germany as long as it
would continue to be ruled by that
Czecho-slovakia was
dragged out of  its ashes and make a live
issue ; Poland ‘was too fresh to be for-
gotten. So, peace could not be thought

of as long as Hitler did not disgorge the

conquered territories,
But hope dies hard. The prospect of

"desiring peace.

a long-drawn war naturally disconcerted
many. They were eager to ’pab/cli up
things between the contending parties and
restore peace in Europe.
proposals were mooted, - Signor Gayda
made the first appeal. for peace which
was echoed from various other quarters.
Even the London T%mes which 'is usually
believed to represent the views of the
British Government, "chose to strike a
somewhat . different ‘note from the general
British Press and in the course of an
editorial made the following significant
observation, “There is much that is plau-
sible in the so-called proposals.” Mr,
Chamberlain took time to consult his
colleagues and the Dominions and wavered
a few days between prudence and valour.
But who could play the peace<maker,
was the question, Mussolini could, if he
liked. Bat since the outbreak of the war,
the. Duce has maintained an enigmatic
silence. - The ‘mighty events and the
mightier possibilities of the situation have

left him apparently unaffected, although
he stands at the centre of the stage.
. Strangely

enough, his fairly. lengthy
peroration after Hitler’s speech ‘made no
mention of the latter whatsoever. Failing
him, all eyes turned on President
Roosevelt who could fill. the role gquite
successfully. But without the  express
dosire and specific request of the
belligerents he refused to intervene. - In
the meantime, the Fuchrer’s usial game
of blustering continued. - He was in no
mood to guicten down, at least for a few
days when his terms were being considered.
Soaked out and out with military zeal,
he again thundered in a recent spcech,
“We developed our ideology in war and
in war it will -prove ‘itself.” These are
certainl}} not the words of one sincerely
Hitler is - determined
either to dominate or go down. There is
no third ‘alternative for him,

His brag and bluster proved too much
for the Allies, They were convinced that
Hitler would not stop midway, that
temporary peace would only give a further
fillip to his ambitions. So thay finally made
up their mind to arrcst the march of the
swaggering Germany. When M. Daladier
said “No” to Hitler, it could almost
definitely be anticipated - that M.
Chamberlain too, would follow suit. Now
the British Premier has come out with
his announcement rejecting outright the
proposals of the Fuchrer. An aggressor,

After Hitler’'s
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Mzr. Chamberlain has virtually said, can
never be trusted.  Further, Germany
must “right the wrongs” done to
Czecho-slovakia and Poland before any
peace plan can be seriously considercd.
Pious sentiments no doubt, but it is
diffienlt to take them at their face value:
One can not help wondering why the
Allies sent their conscience to complacent
slumber when Germany swooped on
Czecho-slovakia and swallowed it so
casily. And it is naturally considered
doubtful whether ‘they would have put
up a stiff face had Poland been the
ouly issue today. As has been hinted
before, other and far more vital issues are
also involved in the present conflict.
Le journal, a prominent French paper,
has summed up the whole situation with
unexpected frankness in the following
significant sentences, “We can not give in.
If we yielded regarding Poland, we should
condemn to death Hungary, Yugoslavia,
Rumania, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium
and Holland and also ourselves. (Ttalics
ours). That is the crux of the matter,
Germany and. Russia, equally aggressive,
seem to: be bent on dividing the
“greater portion of ITurope between
themselves =~ and reducing
and France to ' comparative impotence
and insignificance. Even their own
possessions may uitimately be at stake.

This the Allies are not going to concede’

without a blow.

Be that as it i5, Mr. Chamberlain’s
speach has put out the flickering hope
of peace after a short spell of war,
conflict, it now seems, will be much bigger
in magnitude and of indefinitely long
duration._ . It can hardly be -foretold how

it will end and-with what consequences, :

Cuarrent Comments

Profiteering in villages

Thanks to /the Government ordinance

and Police vigrilance, the unscrupulous
dealers of ‘Caleutta have mct- a rude set-
back in their game of profiteering. Of
course, the prices of certain food-stuffs
have slightly looked up, but we are not
sure if that is not due to natural causes.
At any rate, that has not pressed too heavy
on us. But reports have been reaching ns
that the ordinance has not been operating
as effectively in the villages as here and

“clean reputation.

England |

The:

the profiteering gang have been squeezing
as much out of the poor population there
as they can. Their wiles are evidently
proving too -much for the District
Committees that have been formed to deal
with the matter. The petty police officers
in the villages and their pettier subor-
dinates—the immediate prqtectors of the
folks—have never been credited with a
And if, as the Bergali:
proverb goes, the seeds that are to exercise
the ghost, become themsclves possessed
with it, how can things be helped ? We
hope the controlling authorities will take
immediate steps to cope with the situation.
The rural population, normally hard-
pressed, even starving, must anyhow be
saved from the wolves. ‘

'ﬂm Puja

Whatever. view one may take of the
Puja as a religions - ceremony, it can
hardly be gainsaid that it is the greatest
gocial attraction, at least in Bengal. Pecple-
in this province await its advent with
almost feverish eagerness because it affords -
a respite, however temporary, from the ;
tyranny of year-long routine and invites |

“them to a rich repast of hearty social’

functions. At present the Puja is upon
us, its spirit is widely abroad. That is
evident, among other things, from brisk
shopping and crowded Railway stations.
The rapidly depleting villages will now

put on a gay appearance for a few days,,'
to which the phenomenally bright and

bracing weather of the autumn will make
an appropriate setting. Hindus and even

unsophisticated Muslims, whose number .

is still a legion in the villages, will unite

in the festivities, as has traditionally been .

the custom in Bengal, thus testifying to

) ot th ) ja 1 t merely a -
the fac at the Puja is not mercly ' " reasons that have prompted her to the

Hindu festival but a national ceremony
as well. Inspite of the war, economic

. depression and other attendant evils, we

wish for thesc few days abundant joys
for all and even a little Donhkomie if
possible. ’

They fight for democracy (?)

We ‘have heard of the arrcst of 37
Communist Deputies in  France uptil

now. Some of the Communists have been .

hounded out ¥f France, some are missing,
After the illegalisationn of the Communist
Party some Deputics reconstituted it-

under the name “Workers and Peasants

. foundation

 no body can say definitely.

- manufacture
‘v America,
- exports go to the United States and to
. the. empires of Britain and France for

may have
-assurance from Britain and France that

Party,” and that too, very recently, has
been declared illegal. These are all dis-
heartening news. The Daladier Govern-
ment of France have not deemed it their
duty to meke known the reasons of this
mereiless purging and scavenging of the
Communists from the country. The war
is ouly a few weeks old and indeed it
cannot yet be said to have commenced.
At this stage it is certuinly disgraceful
on the part of France to take recourse
to these measures which are in vogue in
totalitarian regimes. We bave been told
that Britain and Prance are fighting
for democracy and freedom. We have
heard the French Premicr declaring in
mellifluous tone that France will fight
to the finish Surope from the
menace of Fascismm and to make the
of democracy unshakable.
These are all tall talks, bnt alas! tall
talks break no bouc. To drive out the
elected representatives of  the Irench
people wha have got every right to voice

to save

“their grievances and wishes and thus to

smooth out the ways of the Government

to strangle . inconvenient voices is a
crime which, ‘we know, the totalitarians
are accustomed to commit. Now that the
French Government are, hurrying along
that forbidden’ path, is it not pertinent
for the people to ask them what they are

really fighting for.

Change in Japanese atiitude

Japan’s recent attitude towards British
and other Western peoples will strike

" something like an anti-clinax after her

performance at Tientsin, She seems to
have suddenly quietened down and ‘why
One can only
One - of the

hazard - certain  guesses.
present attitude' seems to be the notice
by the United States Government that
the Treaty of 1911 will terminate with
the beginning of 1940. This may have
struzk consternation in her for sheimports
50 P ¢ of the raw materials for ‘the
of her armaments from.

Another is that 75 P. C. of her

which she dares not be too hursh to them.
Another inference too, is possible. Japan
sort of an

secured  some

they will not back up China as enthusias-
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" tically as before.

After all, China is her
immediate concern.

Russia in the Baltic

Russia was carrying everything before
itin the Baltic but in Finland it scems to
have met a stumbling-block. This swmall

_ State dared to offer stiff resistance to

Russian penetration and the whole issuc

is now being sought to be scttled through.

negotiations, Finland’s feat struck every-
one as desperate, particularly in view of
the fact that the neighbouring States
such Estonis, Latvia and Lithuania yielded
readily without even a show of resistance.
Now the source of F'inland’s courage has
been traced. It is reliably stated that
America is ready, if necessary, to its throw
diplomatic weight into an effort to preserve
the peace of the Baltic. It is further
reported that Denmark, Norway and

Sweden  too, are ‘prepared to take
similar action. . Will it put back
the pace of Russia in the Baltic?

If it does not, will the situation finally
force America to come out of the shell
of neutrality and range itsclf on the side
of the Allies? In that case, Russia too,
shall have to come to the field as an active
belligerent and possibly join hands with
Germany. The present coflict will then
grow tremendously in magnitude and its
terrific outcome can better be imagined
than described. '

German Women in fury

If the press reports are to be believed,

there appears to be no end of troubles S8

for Hitler. It is said that'all is not well

* in Fuebrer’s land and even the fair ones”

there have grown desperate at having to
be snatched off from their
Nothing, it seems, can now induce the

spouses,

- Geerman ladies to liven up their men and

fortify them with courage to brave the
grim ordeali  Frau Zicgler, the

BENARES FORWARD BLOC

A meeting of the members of the
Benares “Forward Bloc was held here
sometime ago under the Presidentship of
Maulavi Abdul Kasim, a  prominent
Congress leader and a member of the
District Congress Committee. A Provincial
Comnittee was formed with,18 members
of which 5 belong to the local Town
Committee and District Committec, Sj.
Ramgati  Ganguli, a member. of the
Provincial Congress “Committee and a
prominent Congress leader, was elected
president of ,the committee.

CONGRESS DEMAND
May Be Ratified At Special
Sessions of Legislatures

It is understood that the Congress
Ministries may convene the usnal sessions
ot their respective legislatures carlier or
even summon special sessions to record
vote on thexr demand as also to expedite
disposal of other work.

It is expocted that the Bombay and
Behar Assemblies may lead the other
provinces in this respect.
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NOTICE

The Editorial and Managerial De;arf-
ments of the ‘Fc;rward Bloc" will remain
closed from the 18th to the 25th O«tober.
The next issue of the ‘Forward Bloc’ will

come out on the 28th QOctober.

Correspondents please note that we
pay prompt attention to all communica-
tions and our delay or-failure to attend
to them is due to postal disorcer or
some other unavoidable inconveniences
for which we cannot be held responsibla.
Correspondents are also to note that
all communications should be addressed
either to the Manager or to the “Forward

Bloc” (42 L, Dhurramtola Yreeh

. Ca!cuﬂ'a )

P e s,

s
R R R R R IR RSN A A SR ARSI SREIN)

3

BANK |

LTD.

INS. POLICY

e

e et e st

'Phon‘e Cal. 824

e !,
et et
-

&

AT A e =TT

Nazi
Women’s leader, who took to the holy '

task of reminding them of their duty, !

was given a sound thrashing which sent -

her to hospital. There is nothing to

wonder at it. * Hitler has always taught

German women to be clinging domesti-

cated doves, instead of full-fledged citizens,
prepared to shoulder the responsibilities
of the country.
failed to come up to the mark, the fault
is that of the Yuchrer, not theirs. Hitler
has now to rcap as he had sown before.

And if today they have .

AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. -
TO PURCHASE OUR COATINGS, SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS, SAREES, PARDAH
CLOTH & HOUSEHOLD LINEN Etc., IN SILK COTTON WOOL.

MEANS—Supporting our institution where a great number of Bengalee
Weavers & Orphans are provided.

THE BAYAN SILPA SADAN,
{The 1st. Industry of its kind in Bengal)
38.B, RUSSA Rd,

Manager

(Near Tallvgung Rly., Bridge) Calcutta,

PHONE CAL, 3¥:,

For anything in Typewriters
Please Consult

Calcutta Cancer Institute

All kinds of Cancer, Tumour and %rmma
are very successfully treated here. Many have
been radically cured.  Apply for free literature
to the principal, Rajvaidya Prabhakar Bhatra-
cherjee, M.A. 172, Bowbazar $t, Calcutta.

Phone 4039 B. B.
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The Commg AllzParty Central Govcrnmcnt
" By “OLD MUSSAFIR”

There is a triangilar contest by the
‘Big ‘Three’ parties to get hold of the Cen-
tral government of the comntry. No
- government can possibly be stable without
their consent and consolation.
one is in a threatening mood. One of these
three is composed of so-called spiritua-
lists, and the othertwo of ritualists, Each
one is at loggerhead with the other two.
Excapt on the Day of Judgment the trio
will probably never meet.

Fach of these ‘Big Three' claims the
‘throne’ of India, as the only rightful
custodian of the mute millions. On good
grounds, each of them is busy formulating
the future administration of the country.
Why not?

At the present juncture, the British

- GGovernment ‘naturglly seek all possible

help from all the ‘Big Three’ parties. The
following scheme will satisfy all of them,
as the only natural solution of the present
difficulty. Tt will disappoeint nobody. So
here is the schieme.

Let there be three sets of government

by rotation, each party electing its own
‘Premier’. and the ‘Assembly’ members.
Let each party ‘rule’ the country one third
period of each weck. On taking office,
each party would organiso their ‘adminis-
tration’ as per usual. One party would be
in charge of Monday, Tuesday and
ap to 8 A. M. Wednesday ; the second
“party from 8 .M. Wednosday to 4 P
Friday ; and the third party from there
on to the midnight of Sunday. The whole
idea has a simplicity -which is sure to
appeal to every _body and  will not offend
any body... -

Just think! Once a week your
party in power, the nation saved; the
millenium here !  Only two thirds
of .a week, every week, to wait for the
country to be rescued from disaster—the
‘rascals’ turned out and the ‘patriots’ put
in. No- maore threats, no more pining, no
more foaming for years.to getinto office.

. Every third whirl of the ‘national-rat-cage,’

each week and an administration appears
that meets with your approval | Aund look
at the checks and counter-balances such a
splendid system would have! Each
administration quickly
mistakes of the preceeding one, no

Every -

administration will be able to do much
harm in the third of & week. .
But the question may be asked,—what
would the Premiers and their Assembly
do while awaiting their turns?  Well, it
is well known that politicians are .always
good weavers of yarns in and out of any
new question that comes.up.. May be
that's why Mahatmaji has such a great
faith in the Charka, to make every politi-
clan accustomed to weaving yarns. So in
their off days, the Premiers and the

members of the Assembly can very

profitably turn the spinning wheel and
knit political cobwebs; to be produced in
their own session at the next turn,

Three cheers for the coming Premiers
of India !I!  Shall they be, to begin with,
Patel, Jinnah and Savarkar? Rightly,
Bombay can claim  the frst Premior,
where the seed of political freedom of
India was planted by the late Mr. W. C,
Bonnerji, half a century ago.

I hope all the political parties lel now
see the beacon-light in the horizon. Their
dark night is about to be dawned!
Treedom and good-will will reign from
Kingdom of Heaven will
come down on India, and milk and honey
will flow for all ' Amen!

now onwards !

‘Directed By Sir P. C. Roy
THE

THE BENGAL SALT CO., LTD.
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“Bengal Salt”

~Apply for prospectus with share application form.

has captured the Calcutta market.
Share selling closes by Dec. 1939.
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correcting  the.

No Remedy is better than

NEUROL

in case of any weakness: of brain,
promptly relieves vertigo, sleeplessness and. palpitation of heart and
As it strengthens memory, students and

asthma,
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energy to both body and mind,

DESHBANDHU MEDILAL HALL

Calcutta.

There is nothing
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THE RED A]RMY

By Mres. TATIANA SHAHA

Russian Red Army—the army of so-
called Eagles—bora in the fire of Revolu-
tion and Civil War,—is organised on the
principles of fraternity and friendly relation
between ordinary fighters and the military
‘commanders. Russia is the first country
in the world to create the new principles
in the military discipline, to create a new
conscious and well-organised army. All
the “Red Army” fighters (there is no
soldier in the Russian army at presant),
are " literate and politically educated.
When they go for any fight, they know

the aim for which they are to fight, tbey -

aré conscious of the political reason of
their fighting. “We do. not want an inch
of foreign land, but even an inch of our
own land we shall not give to anybody”~
such is. the main slozan of the Soviet
Army. The meaning of this slogan is
is that Soviet Russia is against any kind
of aggression against other countrics but
she will put forth the best possible efforts
to protect her own lund, her peaceful
life and her new achicvements.

To be enlisted in the Red Army is
considered an honour by All Russian
youngsters. According to the Soviet law,

~ service in the Red Army is compulsory

for 13 years for all houlthy vonngsters
from 19-21,—whatever they may profe-
ssionally be — engineers, constructors,
assistants, simple workers, sons of the
peasants, or anything else.
every body is free ecither to remain in
the Army or join any other calling. How-
ever, being once  trained for military
service, everybody remains prepared to
place his services to the cause of the
country when the call comes. It may
be noted that among Russian new popula-
tion 857 are trained. soldicrs, whetber

actnally serving or not in the army at.

the time of peace. Participation of ladics
in the military scrvice is not
compulsory and the per centage among
them is not so high.

Not only the youngsters themselves join
the Red Army with such cnthusiasm.
Mothers and fathers too, send their sons
to the army with ready alacrity. “My
#on is a red fighter”—every Russian woman
will say with pride, and in this very

however

After 14 years -

‘the foes.

sentence you can read unlimited love for
‘th:e country. Younger brothers: feel jealous
when their elders go to join the army.
“When I shall 'be grown up I shall be
a .military commander....a hero...hero of
the Soviet Union"—is the ycarning of
every Russian boy. Military life is a life
of glory to him. -
' Army is the main power of a country.
If this power is blind, as it was in Tzarist

regime, when almost all the soldiers were
thoroughly illiterate, it may put a country

into a great danger. Blindly obeying
their commanders, without uuderstanding,
soldiers easily may tarn to a Power against
their own wmotherland, if by chance com-
manders turn out to be traitors. Treachery

‘is a thing of the past in modern Russian

army. Red fighters know well how to
sacrifice life for the the country, they
never let it down under any circumstances.

At the same time it i8 a wellknown
fact that during the fight large military
resources in machinds, armaments ‘etc,
do not alone suffice. The most sure mort-
gage of conquest is the mental strength of
the army, its enthusiasm. In the
“War and  Peace” of Leo . Tolstoi
is given an excellent account how in 1812
after entering Moscow with his Great
army, Napoleon Buonaparte lost all his
strategic positions mainly because the
enthusiasm of his army ran  ouat. A
brighter example is given by Russian Civil
War of 1919-1920., How and why was
it possible that the unorgunised fighters
of the Red Army, rotton and hungry,
with daggers in hands instead of guns,

:could conquer well-organised army of “the

White Party, army of so-called “White
Eagles,” possessing first
armaments, well trained military -coman-

.ders, and amply backed by foreign help ? It

was only due to the unlimited enthusiasm
of the Red Army, who in their
burning zeal to become free from

. thier slavery under the T'zar, were ready

to sacrifice their lives,  to die in the
battle-field but not to turn their backs on
The Tzar possessed unlimited
powers in the country. He was an autocrat
out and out, there wus none to control his
actions. And he was respected as God by

.

class military -

the lower classes of the society, ‘who were
utterly blind in  their illiteracy.  So
Russia, a country occupymc 1/6th of the
whole world, was going on according to
the caprice of a single man, irrespective
of how he was. By his birthright he
was -2 king. And so, many landlords,
merchants, manufacturers, high grade

‘military commanders who were surround-

ing this emperor, were also tempted to
use autocratic powers towards their
henchmen and dependents.  Landlords
ill-treated the surrounding peasants,
manufacturers the ~workers of their
factories and millitary commanders their
soldiers. Of course, the lifs of the Russian
cultivators, “who formed overwhelming
majority in the country, were full of
gravest sorrows. . Russia of their days
was purely an agrarian country. Ounly
peasants with their heavy labour were
to provide all those higher classes of the
old Russian society. “God will save,
peasants will mdintain”—used to say
the Russian zamindars. But they had
gone beyond the limit that human patience
can bear. The rope became too stretched
and broke suddenly.

Russia of to-day, a free country,
remembers with deep sorrow those days
of ‘humiliation. Through - blood-shed,
through deprivations, Russia has today
reached the standard of one of the first
class industrial countries in the world,
She will not give up her achievement 50
casily. :
As all the other: advanced conutries,
Russia is paying great attention to her
army, giving thew many kinds of special
privileges. Red army fighter is well
accommodated " with lodging food and
clothing by the Government, They have free
tickets for all gardens, 50. P. C. reduction
of fare in the trams, buses ote. As
generally Soviet law provides for compul-
sory primary eduecation for both the male
and the female in all parts of ‘Russia, all
Rassian youngsters come ‘to the " army
with an amount of literacy. In such n
way, it is very easy to pass general
millitury tests, It is also compulsory for
the fighters to study many branches of
séicnce, such as mecchanics, anatomy,

‘chemistry, pohbxcs mathematics. . .ete.

But beyond the common care for the
millitary people, Soviet Government take
special care to grant to the fighters the
most pleasurable and cultured life. Red

v
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Army fighters spend their winter in the
towns. After working day (8 hours ), is
finished fighters are free to have rest and
enjoyments. They take rest under the
care of special nulhtmy doctors,  For
enjoyments they have special millitary
clubs, with different kinds of sportive
games, such as foothall, tennis, cricket,
with cabinet games such.as drought, chess
etc. They can read in any free public
library under the guidance of special
librarians.” They can form among
themselves different groups of musicians,
writers, poets, dramatical players, song-
sters...Special professors are provided for
them. Songsters of the Grand opera
and other Theatres often come to their
2id.  Commsanders, as soon as off duties,
become simple comrades of ordinary

~ fighters, spending their time together with

them quite freely.

Now-a-days one of the groups of
Russian Red army songsters under the
guidance of Prof. Aleksandrov, has risen
to great fame,. not only in Russia but in
many other Touropean I(;ountrics, through
which last year it had taken a tour
Members of this group arc not conventio-
nal artists,they have come from the heart
of Russia, from villages, from wild hills.
But when they ‘hegin their singing, you
forget that they are not highly trained
songsters. Whoever you may be, best
friend or bitterest cnemy of Russia, their
simple and sincere songs will touch your
heart deeply. ‘And oncc more you will
feel what unlimited love for the mother
country have these people, these simple
Russian fighters.

Song about the Mother Country

My mother country is a very larrre one
So many forests, fields and rivers !

-1 do not’know any other country
Where life ismore free and more happy.
We wish good for every body,

We do not. want to begin fight the first,
But we shall meet enemies with fire,
It they will come to attack us,

We love our land

As our dear mother,

“We shall‘care for her
As for our sweet, bride............

Field
Field, field, large ficld !

~Who is running there with horses ?
Qur brothers, Red army fighters,

Our own heroes. ’

Our girls, our ladies

Looking behind thent and smiling,

Never weeping, never afraid,

Our young girls and ladies.........

The winter goes by, As soon as under
the tender touch of the spring sun, forests

©are dressed with leaves, fields covered with

grass, rivers become free from ice and
run murmuring within their shores, Red
fighters leave hot and dusty towns and
pitch their camps in the most beautiful
corners of the different parts of Russia,
Then they take their military training in
the open and fresh air. They take their
rest under the shadow of excellént Russian
forests. And after finishing their daties
they enjoy all kinds of pleasures which
Nature can offer to them. In such a way
Russia has built up .a strong, healthy and

“well educated army.

The following story will be mtumtmg
in this conneetion. It was in the winter of
1935 in Crimea. Near the town of Ghur-
suf was taking place one mock fight for
the cinema pictures between two parties
of the Red fighters, one playing °
another as “Japanese”-—an cpisode of
Russo-Japan war of 1905. That wvery
year one Russian regiment had made its
camp on the top of a high hill, just by the
side of Tibeticn bouudary. By night
suddenly a big Japanese army surrounded
the hill. It seemed there remained
no hopes for Russians. Dot necessity'iﬁ
the mother of inventions. Just behind
therc was a big lake from which soldiers

Russian”

used to take water, making holes under

the ice, which covered the Jake. This
very night they went to the lake, brough?
much water, threw it by the side of
the hill and it turned to ice. The Russian
soldiers worked whole night and when
the morning sun rose, there was no way
for the Japanese to get up the bhill...
All were icy slippery fields. Two hours
after the Russian army came for rescue.
This episode of the war, it was nece-
ssary to catch by cinema. One hill was
chosen near Ghursup town which was

nicely covered with ice.  Russians were

on the top, and the Japancse werc waiting -

down. All decorations were made exce-
llently, any one could have the impression
of real Tibetian Hills. Two
apparatus were ready to start their work

cinema:

’as soon as morning sun would be out.
Nothing was forgotten......, except one .

“NO COMPROMISE”

Si. Bose’s Speech at Delhi

mecting this  evening,
8j. Snbhas Chandra Bose referred to
the international situation and said that
he is much regretted to say that the state-
ment of the Congress Working Committee
on war indicated a poliey of indecision.
Sj.  Bose thonght that there could be no
compromise on the question of Indian

{reedom.

Sj. Bose, continuing, said that Bri-
tain had entercd the war to save Poland
against Nazi aggression and enable her to

Addressing a

retain  her freedom. But the question
of Indian freedom had not reccived
consideration. He particnlariy  reforred

in this copnection to the oificial statement
declaving India’s readiness to co-operate
with Britain in the war.

3j. Bose declared that he was opposed
to Hitlerism, whether in India, within the
Congress or any other country, but it
appears to him that Socialism was the
only alternative to Tlitleriem.  5j. Bose
expressed the view  that all Eiropean
countries would come nndu the influence
of Socialists.

Referring to the ~1f'muun in India, the
speaker said that' they in Tmlm were
Concvrnod with-the pr oblem of achieving
Swaraj. For India as a free nation could
decide her policy to the war in Kurope.
Internal hf‘[\, conces in the Congress weuld
vanish, declared 8j Dose, if the Congress
woere tr) seenre its obwctwe.

Explaining the cirenmstances leading
to the formation of the Forward Bloe,
85, Bose suid, the refusal of the Rxghtlst~,,~
to co-operate with the Leftists, coupled
with their opposition to the (‘on(vr(*s.x
engaging itself in Parliamentary activity
to the exclusion of other activity, were
wainly responsible for the birth of the
new gronp.

35, Bose, concluding, observed that a

: <e>1f-v0\*cxn1n0 India alone would be able
to ‘slovo her -domestic problems to  the
satisfuction of the minoritics. He urged
members of  different  communitics to
think in terms of Indians first and work
together for their common objective.

thmw fhu’(l was 1o Imt X\huh could not
be taken by the Red Russian fighters...
And as soon as morning sun rosc up, thc
faked Tnlmnc%, w:thont being prevented,
hegan to elimb up the hill, I alling
down and getting up again with jolly songs
they were climbing hig hl‘I and hl{,h( r and
what was 1 nnokslbln for the real Japanese
appeared qmtn possible for the Russian
Japannsr- as n matter of simple play.  The
picture was so cxcellent that none could
ston at onee the cinema operations.  Only
fow 1oinutes after the Japanese were
ordered to get down,
Such is the Russian hed Army of heroes,

formed and united on the new principles
of “Fraternity”.
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WAR RESOLUTION PASSED

BY A.LC.C.

The Congress Working Committee’s resolution on War, moved by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru at the A. L C, C. yestarday, was carried this morning after
prolonged discussion, by 180 votes against 58,

"The Socialist amendment of Mr. Jaiprakash Narain, stating that India could
not accept any settlement of freedom issue which pledged in advance her support
in the War, was defeated by 181 votes against 64. )

All other amendments, numbering about 28, were e:ﬂ:er negatived or

withdrawn. .

The Congress Working Committee has
passed a resolution to be placed before the
All-India Congress Committee when it
meets here this afternoon.  The resolution
seeks the All-India Congress Committee’s
approval of the Working Committee’s
statement, issued  from  Wardha on
September 14 on the war situation, and
repénts the invitation contained therein
to the British Government to state their
war aims and peace aims.

The following is the full text of the
the resolution :— )

“The declaration of war i;l IGurope has
created an_international sxtumon of the
gravest import to the world and to India
and the A. LC.C, charged with the heavy
responsibility of guiding the people of
India in this monient of world crisis, has
sought guidance. from the principles and
declarations of the Congressin considering
this grave situation. The Congress has
been guaided throughout by its objective
of “achieving the .independence of  the
JIndian people and the establishment of a
free Democratic State in India in which
the rights und interests of all minoritics
are preserved and safeguarded. The
means that it has adopted in its struggles
and activities have been peacoful and
lcgitinxntc and it has looked upon war and
violence with horror and as opposed to
progress and civilisation. In particular
the Clongress has declaved itself opposed
to all’ Imperialist wars and to the domi-
nation of one country over another. In
spite of the repeated declarations of the
Congress in regard to war, the DBritish
Goverument  have declared  India o
belligerent. country without the consent of
the Indian people and various far-reaching
measures have been hurried through the
Legislatures, vitally uffecting them and
circumscribing and limiting the powers of

the Provincial Governments. The A.
LC.C,, however does not wish to take any
decision precipitately and without giving
opportanity for the war and peace aims
of the British Government to be clarified
with particular referenceto India

* “The Conunittee approves of and endorses
fhe  statement  issued by the Working
Committee on Scotember 14, on the war
crisis and repeats the invitation contained
therein to the British Government to state
their war aims aad peace aims.  While
the  Committece  condemmns  Fasciswm
and Nuazi aggression, it is convinced that

peace and freedom can only be established

and preserved by an extension of demo-

cracy to all colonial countries and by
the application of the principle of self-
determination to them so as to eliminate
imperialist control. In particular India
must be deelared an independent nation
and present application‘must; be given
to this status to the largest possible
extent. - ' ’

“The A.T. C. C. earnestly’ trust that
this declaration will ‘be made by the
British Government Jn any statement
that it may make in ré"ard to its war
and peace aiius. S

“The Committee desire to declarc afresh
that Indian frecedom must be based. on
democracy and unity and  the full
recognition and protection of the rights
of all minorities which the Congress: has
always pledeed itself,

~ “The Committee approves of the
formation by the Working Committee of
the War Emergency Sub-Committee and
authorises the Working Committee  to
take such steps as may be necessary to
give effect to this resolution and to their
statoment on the war crisis.”

~started.
‘ment did not know what India’s reaction
~ would be.
declaration had been the first in the ficld
‘it would have had a considerable effect on

“This belated effort is bound to fail”

5). SUBHAS BOSE ON WAR' RESOLUTION

In a statement on the procecdings of
the All-India Congress - Conunittee - at
Wardha Sj. Subhas Chandrs Bose suys :—
" According to the ruling given by Dr.
Rajendra  Prasad, after the disciplinary

-action tuken against me, I am no longer a

member of the AlkIndia: Congress

_Commitice or of the Provineial Congress
- Committee,

thongh according to the

Congress constitution an ex~-Presidont is

an ex-officio member of both these hodics,

-1 could not therefore attend the mceting

‘of the All-India Congress Committe and
what I shall now say will be the basis of
newspaper reports. At the outset I
cannot help cxpressing my regret that
our appeals made since last year were not
taken seriously by the Congress authoritics.

“My second regret is that o de-

.claration on behalf of the Congress was

mot made immediately after the war
At that time the British Govern-

Consequently if the Congress
the Government and the latter might have

considered seriously - the desirability of
meeting the Congress demands,

. “My third regret isthat while on the
one hand the Congress remained mum,
Mahatma Gandhi proceeded to mecet
the Viceroy without caring to consualt
those who ‘have " influence within the
Congress or without. Though he spoke
in his- personal capacity, any statement
of Mahatma Gandhi even when made in
his personal capacity 'is bound fo have
far-reaching repereussions in view of his

o ht.mdmw public position in this country,

C "My fourth regres is that though Great
Britain declared war on the 3rd Septembw
and to-day is the 10th October, the
Congress has not yet been able to make
up its mind.

“Tn the early days of the war -the
British- Government. was natarally en-
couraged to hope that the Indiah National
(nnw)u-; wonld co-operate with the
Bnm»,h Govormhent in-its war efforts,
The Working Committee adopted a
resolution last month which is now being
endorsed by the All-India  Congress
Committee. But  this - belated effort. is
bound to fail. A similar effort which
according to-Press reports is being made
by the Labour Party willl hot meet with
a better fate.

“There is now a fresh opportunity
before us.  If we rise to the oceasion and
avail ourselves of it we shall still achieve
our political emancipation.”
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INDUSTRIAL PLANNING AND ECONOMIC AUTARCHY

Considerable confusion prevails in
India in regard to the use of the three
following terms: 1. Industrial Revolu-

tion, 2., Industrial | Planning  and
3. Industrialization. ) .
Industrial Revolution has not been

achieved in India as yct. The existence
of several big industries in India does
not prove that we have conswmnmated our
Industrial Revolution, just as single
‘swallows do not inake a summer, A
necessity of the hour is an estimate of
India’s present position in.- comparison
with that of other industrial countries.
It should be possible to cstablish some
equations of comparative eeonomics on
the basis of chronological distances. One
is likely to be convinced that

India is some 90 — 100 years behind Britain

o7 70-80 ” (terman
y

oo B50—60 " " France

T 40-50 7 ? Japan

and Ttaly
This may be -proven by the indices of
technocracy, railway business, insurance
premium, - bank-capital and industrial
output otc. per head of population and
per square uiile of territory.
Planning, Sovietic and Non-Sovietic
Dealing with .the second category we
should say that there are two types of
“planning”, the Sovietic and the non-
Sovietie, Technoeratically speaking, both
these types are alike.  They
spouﬁc objective to be attained within a
specilic time-limit.  Besides, cach involves
an car-marked budget of a few
croves of rupees to be commandeered as
almost a military necessity. Idcologically
however, there are fundamental differences,
as the Soviet system allows no profiteering
and indeed no profits at all. The non-
Soviet or capitalistic type is best
illustrated by Germany, Italy and Japan
and to a certain extent also by Awerica,
Britain and France. But whether capita-
listic or non-capitalistic, industrial planning
presupposes a dictatorial and centralized

quite

drive for the fulfilmeut of the plan from
the side of the state. It is ecssentially
etatistic.

One is cntit}ed to ask : where is the
dictator in India today to scrve and to
command all the four hundred millions

Eav-Americans, , say,

have a.

By Prof. BENOY. KUMAR SARKAR.

and commandeer all their resources that

‘we talk glibly of “planning” ¢ No Indian

fevolution has yet produced a Lenin ot a
Mussolini or a Hitler. And of course in

India there s no Roosevelt or even
Chamberlain, and = indced neither the
Front Populaire of France nor the
Sei-yu-kai party of Japan, "Where,

,besides, are the crores of rupees to come
from in order that they may be cormman- -

deered or ear-marked with the object of

operating the totalitarian plan 2 This also

is a relevant query.

- Economico-technocratically as Well as
socio-politically, India is too far behind
the modorn world to employ the language
of the latesi economic strategy and tacties
used by the industrial “adults” of mankingd.
India is still in some of the carlier stages
of the first industrial revolution whereas
the leading countries of Eur-America are
consummating their second industrial
revolution. Indian cconomic statesman-
ship should have to be statisfied us a rule
with the categories prevalent among the
pionecring and go-ashend secctions of the
gsome GO-~75H years
ago, when the very alphabet of “planning”
was noknown and when indeed they had
no dietators, capitalistic ornon- -capitalistic.
But, of eourse, should some of the Indian
intellectunls want to indulge in the luxury
of displaying .their acquaintance with the
»uli—to—dato words and phrases of present-
day Eur-America, hyper-industrialized as
some of its countries happed to be, they
are at liberty to write learned monographs
on the far-off divine ¢vont towards which
India may somehow some day bemade
to move. Such monographs may be
appreciated as -contributions to Indian
econotnic speeulation, ‘

Industrialisation— a comprehensive

v . category

So  there the third
Industrinlization. This is a sxmple cute-
gory implying  nothing
cstablishment of mew industries or the
extension of the existing ones. It implies,
besides, as a matter of course, the promo-
tion of bunking, insurance, foreign and
internal trade, shipping and other trans-

remains

port systems as well as the improvement

item,

more than the -

i

of agriculture. Fuarther, it is comprehen-~
sive cnough to include cottage, small and
medium industries, ie.. business organi-
zation on all scales. Every new factory
or trading establishment or agricultural
eaterprise,—be it with a ce\_pituI of 500,
5,000, 50,000, 500,000 or 5,000,000—is a
solid and effective contribution to the
industrialization of India. There is no
metaphysies in industrialism, and it
excludes no economic _activity. = The
primitive and element'u‘y efforts of which

“the Indians are in the main capable at the

present stage, do not Tequire such
bowmbastic words as “industrial revolution”
afid “industrial planning”.  The proper
category is industrialization or economic
development. =~ 4 Scheme of Economic
Devélopmcmf Jfor Young India furnished

- with minute details, was published by the
“present author from Italy in- Chittaranjen

Das’s  Forward early in 1925 and
subsequently  several times in various
forms—and propagated through the d'lllle'i,
weeklies and monthlies.

Bengali Autarchy

So far as DBengal is concerned, it
should be treated as an independent
economic unit just as.the Bengali pcople
is known as an independent cultural wnit.
Tt is on a provineial basis’ that Indian
cconomic planniug——whatever it may
mean—should be investigated and worked
out. This does not imply that Bengal
should separate herself from the All-India
system, The place of the Bengali people
in the Indian complex should be envisaged
as similar to that of the French, Italiaus,
Germans, ete. in Europcan polity. We
have to profit by the international agree-
ments regarding rivers, railways, postal
and other services, etc. by which the
states of KEurope co-operate with one
another. But still France is France and
Italy Ttaly. The European states maintain
their econoniic self-sufficiency and cach
organizes its own planning on independent
foundations inspite of the Anglo-French
Entente, the Little Entente, the Franco-
Russian United Front, the Berlin-Rome-
Axis, and Pan-Earops or Pan-America
idcologies. . Bengal should try as far as
possible to - be economically autarchie,

.
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according to the ideals of her glorious
Swadeshi revolution of 1905. But she
should make it a point. also to join the
All-India system of industry, finance,
marketing, labour and defence. Bombay,
Madras, Punjab, Assam, indeed each one
of the provinces ought to do the same,
Le, try to make herself autarchic in the
first instance, and then look for All-
Indian co-ordination, centralization or
federalization according to requirements.
It ought to be emphasized that in order
to avoid duplication and wastes as well
as to promote rationalization, All-India
Boards will have to be instituted in all
spheres and function permanently.

Unconscious Autarchy

From the pre-historic times for
thousands: of years down to the discovery
of America, nay, to the end of the
eighteenth century, exports and imports
between different countries of the world
and even of the same continent were
-very little in quantity -and variety and
confined mostly to what might be described
as the luxuries of life. Both in East;
and West every country, sometimes every
village and every town, was economically
sclf-sufficient. Autarchy was an actual
fact of the economic conditions prevailing
among the diverse tribes, races, or nations.
That old-world, millennium-long autarchy
may be described as unconcious autarchy.

Morcantilist, Protectionist and Swadheshi
Autarchies
International tradr; as we understand

it today, is barcly a fact of not more than
a century and a half. Ixports and imports

between: countries or between continents

and betweén the two Hemispheres have
grown immensely since the opening  of
the Suez Canal in 1869, The commercial
tendency of minkind has been moving
towards the establishment of a world-
economy, Le. inter-dependence of regions,
states .or peoples in the requirements of
daily life.. Tlat during this same period
the theory and policy of autarchy has
been no less prominent thru the fact of
autarchy during the primitive,
. and medieval epochs. Antdrchic ideology
has been embodied, first, in the mercanti-
list concept of promoting exports with
the object of importing gold, and secondly,
in the protectionist tariff activities of
Napoleon; Hamilton and List and others in
Eur-America down to the Swadeshi move-

ment of Bengal and other parts of India
since 1905.

The autarchistic ideas associated with
the swadeshi of national industry complex
have been the most prominent features
of the tariff policy of every country, old
ond new, since the end of the Great War,
Autarchy has been the ideology as much
of the Gosplans in Soviet Russia as of
the non-Sovietic plans in other countries
comprising the protective and preferential
customs duties of the British Empire-
economy and the French Colonial Empire.

The New Autarchy

The third phase of auhrchﬂ wnmh‘

muy ‘Teally be described as a continuation
of the second, is to be scen in the Ttalian
economy since the Abyssinian War, Under
the pressure of the “sanctions” or boycott
exercised by the League of Nations, Italy
has been compelled to develop ler
economic possibilities to the furthest
limit,
of antarchistic ideology
furnished by Germany.

and policy is

high protective tariffs of the industrial

nations, large, mediam and small, which -

restrict. the importation of
manufactured goods, Germany has been

forced on -account especially of currency -

and exchange considerations to restrict
the purchase or importation of foreig.n
goods to the extent of her exports abroad.
For instance, Germany can afford to buy

more cotton frowm Tndia in case India

cares to buy more manufactured goods .

from Germany,
The new  autarchy, as observed in

Germany, docs not basc itself specifically .
Nor,
of course, docs it seck the splendid isola-

on proteotionism and high tariffs.

tion such as was preached by the German

philosopher Fichte in his Der Geschio-

ssene Handelssta ot ( Closed Commercial
State ) in 1800. Tt attempts, on the other

hand, to foster foreion teade by all means,

Another instance of the latest form,

Because of the

German.’

- consequences of international trade.

bilateral agrcements, barter system, diffe-
rent kinds of currency and what not.
Autarchy an Impossibility
Autarchy as an ideal or asa factis
then matter
form. But inspite of mercantilism, protec-

almost eternal, no in what
tive tariffs, boycott movewents, preferen-
tial treatment and restrictions on imports,
overy country has imported more and
more from foreign countries. The volume
and value of cxports and imports have
been growing tremendously from decade
to decade during the last four or five
generations,  Coummereial internationalism
and world-cconomy have not been killed
by the «wa leshi movements of the nations.
In other words, autarchy as a socio-
economic fact has been becoming more
andmorce of an 1mpossxbxhty under modern

conditious,
Autarchy Desirable as a Slogan
for India
The values created by
between nations are quite substantial and
the partners to the

the trade

are enjoyed by both
althongh  not
always to the same extent. The mutua-
lity benefits rendered and  the
furtherance of the development of undeve-
loped two of the greatest
They
are well calculated to keep it going and

commercial  transaection,

of the

_areas are

to lead mankind further and towards the
solider ties of world-cconomy. But “Buy
“Buy Indian,” “Bay Bengali™
onght by all means to be encournged as a

swadeshi,”

slogan, .as an economic war-cry. The
cconomic statesmen of India must know,

however, who to - adapt this antarchic
idealism and nationalistic inspiration to
the pressing demands of understanding
between nations and agreements betweon
regions in regard to finance, labonr and
+ goods,

ancient,
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INDIA AND HER DEFENCE

By DHIRENDRA MOHAN MAJUMDAR

India wants protection from air raids.
8he is badly in need of measures which
will save her from sudden air invasion.
At present, she is exposed to this menace
on three sides of the peninsula. India’s
natural barrier by mountain and sea is
no ‘longer a sufficient security ;
‘havoc-dealing balls from the air which can
wipe out civilised existence of any impor-
tant town within a few hours. We cannot
dismiss this as a day-dream of the
visionary. ‘There are some who still
fondle with the hope that-as India is
far away from the scene of actian, there
is little possibility of her falling o victim
to an attack from the air. But in these
days of rapid communication and scientific
inventions, the distance of time and space
hasindeed shrivelled to an amazing extent,
The record speed of a giant bomber is
400 miles per hour. News comes from
U. S. A. that she is equipped with squa-
drons of giant patrol bombers and the
U. 8. A. air fleet is capable of non-stop
flight of 3000 miles. There comes another
news from DLondon that the British
(Government possess ‘a new type of aero-
plane that would revolutionise modern
warfare. These aecroplanes arc so huge
and cdnstruc_ted. in such a way that they
can carry a number of tanks and go to
any part of the world. Censidered in
the light of the modern inventions in air
flight, India cannot clim her proverbial
impregnable position which she used to
bave when scientific warfure was nnknown
in the world.

India is still not in a position to
protect herself in case she suddenly falls
a victim to a mass air-attack. A few
weeks ago the Military Chief of India
stated in clear words that the position
of the country was far from being hopeful
having regard to the fact that there was
likelihood of her being attacked from
the direction of the Rastern Frontier.
This admission of danger by no less a
person than the Commander-in-Chief of
India has created a nervous flutter through-
out the length and breadth of the country
and we are now face to face with the
reality of the situation. The question
that naturally haunts the minds of the
people is how to save the civilian popula~

against

“measnres,

-that is adinittedly no easy task.
“we are far behind the Dominions in this
“respect. In the matter of defending India,

tion from a wholesale destruction in case
India is actually exposed to aerial
bombing.

There are people among whom there -

are many experts who opine that there

can be no effective prevention against a .
Use of sand bags,

sudden air invasion.
gas masks, underground cellars. and the
like cannot solve the problem. Iuspite of
the nse of these precautionary measures,
civilian population remain exposed, as
before, to air-attack and the consequent

"Wreckﬂge‘ that will follow in its trail. We
_cannot expect - people

during business
hours to be  in constant possession of
masks ; as for little children, the difficulty
of getting them habituated to their timely
almost  insarmorintable.  The
violence of high explosives used in modern
warfare' is terrible beyond all caleulations
and a little thinking brings home to us
the futility of mecasures like sand:bags,
air raid shelters or masks.

We can thus easily imagine the havoc
that will be causcd to a substantial portion
.of the civil population by these messengers
of death. Again, there is practically no
protection against indiscriminate use of
ihcendiary bombs. And it is easy to
visualise the spectre of a' populous and
prosperous town in the midst of flames
which pass from house to house and' con-
tinue for days together and ultimately
reduee it to a titanic pile of ashes. ‘

This is no figment . of
Those who read the tragic fate of War-

use is

shaw from a scries of mutilated news-

“items which reached us, can conjure up

no brighter vision, o
Whatever may be the opinion of the
experts on the utility of precantionary
India cannot remain idle. She
must solve her own defence problem and
Already

the British Government should take the

‘country into its confidence and decide

upon measures in consultation with her
statesmen. o
The defence of India is in itselfa great

“problem, with 7000 wmiles of coast-line,

thousands of miles land frontiers——an aren
of about one and a half million square

'

imagination.

"miles and 2 population of about 400

millions, . . :

There could be little doubt as to the
importance  of  the  North-Western
Frontier for the protection of the countrsy.
It is becoming increasingly clear that
Soviet influence will get upperhand in
South-Eastern Europe. It'is quite possible
that the Soviet sphere of influence may
extend up to the border of India. The
growing power of Japan in "the Rast
brings to the forefront. the defence of
the Eastern frontier and the sea-frontier.
At present the Singapore Basé is the only
hope of India in the East: ™ The defence
of North-Eastern Frontier and the seu-
frontier are of great impprfance in view
of the growing strength of Japan and the
changing condition in the Far East.
Adeguate defence of India’s Eastern
Frontier is causing grave disquiet among
the military aathorities. In a recent
statement the Commander-in-Chief of
India threw out the ominous hint that
Indin’s Eastern Frontier with a number
of great cities, were not absolutely secnre
from aerial bombing, although the much-
talked-of Singapore Base is there to
protect it from foroign aggression.

The . Chatficld” Commission had ol
these matters before them when they made
their recommendations on India’s defence
problem. Rapid progress, we are told,
has been made in beginning the equipment
and organisation. of Indin’s defence into
line with modern conditions. The sche~
me in operation is thorough-going and will
cost Rs 45 crores. One of the chiaf
modernisation schemes now being carricd
out is the mechanisation of the cavalry
and of the first-lin transport of a lurge
portion of the infantry, The re-equipment
of the four bomber squadrons of the

R. A F.is now in progress and provision

is made for the complete re-equipment of
the remaining R.A.F. in India and also the
naval forces, © Yet much remains to he
done and unless Indians are entrustcd
with real power and authority to evolve
their own defence, they can hardly fe.i
secure over this graye life and death
guestion of theirs. In the matter of
defending India. a great responsibility
lies on Great Britain and, she should
approach the problemiin 4 spirit of con--
fidence and good-will,  Only that can
shake offthe panic which has naturally
scized the Indian - publie.
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SCIENCE AND NATIONAL PLANNING

By Prof. MEGHNAD SAHA

[The following is the swmmary of a
speech delivered by Dr. Meghnud Saha
at the 4th. Annual meeting of the Indicn
Science News Association at the Univei-

" gity Colle e of Science}

At the outset Prof. Meghnad Saha
referred to the last year’s annual meeting
when the Association had the privilege of
having as its guest Sj. Subhas Chandra
Bose who was then the President of the
Corigress. S}’ Bose had been taking a
"good deal of interest in the Journal of the
Association and he wrote an article for its

earlier issue, He was one of the few lea-

ders in Iudia who apprecidted mwodern

geientifie civilisation. His last year’s action
as the Congress President was quite true
to what he said at their meeting, ~ As Pre-
sident of the Indian National Congress
Sj. Bose took no time in bringing into
existence the National Planning Committee
which has boen carcying on its work under
the distinguished chairmanship of Pandit
Jawabharlal Nehru, In Pandit Jawaharlal
they had got another leader who without
any reservations recognised the benefits of
science.

National Planning Committes

“You are probably aware” said Prof,
Saha “that the Nutional Planning Commi-
ttec had been. sitting for a number of
months and it has appointed a number of
sub-committees abont eight of which were
dealing with industrial and scicntific sub-
jeets, T these sub-committees you may

notice the most of our editors and cditovial

co-operators are scrving the National
Planning Committee eithier as President
or Secretary or members. That shows
that we have been thiuking ahead in matters
of application of science to problems of
national planning in this country and T think
that the articles which have becn written
_ in our journal by the wvurious experts und
scientific men will be found very uscful

for sketching out plans for national recou- |

We are
We have

strdction in the years to come.
living 'in a troublesome time.

got a war hanging about us and nobody -

-knows how far this war will take us. The

task of the Government of India by Indians
might come earlier than we thought, I |

pointed out at Allahabad during the last
meeting of the National Planning Commij-

“and industrial life.

ttge that the fiest duty of the N'ational
Government would be to work out a plan
for industrial organisation, whose necessi-
ty we arce feeling all the more urgent now
that the war has dislocated to some cxtent
our normal business.

If you read newspapers you will find
that they do not treat scientific subjects
and news seriously and they never attempt
to give an intelligent analysis of the way
in which science entefs into national life
You will hardly come
deross any article that deals with the
gcientific aspect of the development of
power and machinery industry, manufacture

of heavy chemicals and how these affect’

But science not only provides
the basis for the reconstruction of the
industrial life of thie cthical basis on
which new human life in the world should
be reconstructed. It is -the object of this
journal to show that scicnce can also
afford all those ethical principles which
were so long associated with religion
and other {orms of mysticism.”

industry.

Other Problems

Prof. Saha referred to
other problems which had been discussed
scientifically in the “Scionce and Cultuve,”
problems« such” as India’s Mineral Wealth,
Bengal Calendar Reform and

Procerding

I*isharios,

~Nationul Planning in Sweden. He referred

to the covrespopdence with the eminent
Swedish Pliysicist. Prof, Siegbahn who
reading their aridcles in the journal got
himself interested in them and opined in

course of u letter that they wore giving

right dircetion to the country and he

drew their attention to national planning
“It appears” said Prof, Saha
Sweden was in a

in Sweden.
aftur the last wars,

very bad state because it did not get’

foodstuff and coal.” After the war they
mobilised all -their scientific . men and
started national planning and as a result
of the last 25 year’s -work, Sweden has
attained Autarchy, ie., self-sufficiency in
all matters ecssential to . life. I wanted
from . Siegbahn an account of the national
planning in Sweden and he was very kind
enough to refer me to book—“Democratic
Pladning In Sweden.” The ifiterest of the
book lies in. the fact that it tells us that
planning can be done even in democratic
countries and very efficiently. - After the
war the Swedish people put their heads
'té)gether and planned’ their national life
and have made 2 very fine contribution
not only to industry but also to science.”
Prof. Saha concluding referred to the
pionecring cfforts of the Tatas towards
industrial regencration of India and also
to the centenary of the founder of the
Tatas. In an article to their journal, said
he, Prof. J. C. Ghosh had  told them how
Tata about 50 years ago thought about all
those plans of industrial development
which were engaging the attention of the
public now. He also referred to the
foundation of the Indian Institute of

Scicnee by tho Latas and cornphmumd
thut Tatas might bo called the Rockfeller

aud ()zxrnngic of Jvudm. “We hope”
coneluded Prof. 8aha “when the industrial
life of India blooms in the fullest vigour
we shall have much help from scicntific
wescarch. A country which cau producu

a Tata cannot despair of its future. When

the national government comes, it will be
its-first duty to organise the industries of
India and it will have to comple,t;o the
work which was started by the late Mr.
Tata on a ation=wide scale and from the
point of view of the nation’s interest.”
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WHITHER POLITICALS?

By Bhupendra Kishore Rakshit-Roy

It was not long ago that some hundred
young men of Bengal, bold and determined,
were hovering ‘between life and death in
their solitary cells of prisen. Emotional
Bengal was then roused .to a high pitch.
Protest meetings were repeatedly held all
over the country ; the streets of Caleutta
were paraded by multitude of students
with warring slogans on their lips : ladies
were witnessed in big gatherings with
animated faces ; masses of men, assembled

" hither and thither, “seemed to be agitated *

over the issue ; leaders delivered speeches
emitting fire and fury. Rajendraprosad
and Desai
Gandhiji issucd statements, Men of pro-
minence tried their utmost to persuade
the hunger-strikers to give np their vow.
At last, Subhas Chandra had to step
forward apd intervene and he became
successful in averting a major calamity by
inducing the determined young band to
yield to the public demand for the suspen-
sion of their strike. They were given to
understand that the burden of their cause
was taken up by the country. And, that
if within two months from .that time they.
were not released by the government of
Bengal, a Satyagrahamovement of stupen-
dous magnitude would be started to foree
the hands of the ministry in accepting the
demand of the nation—the unconditional
release of our political prisoners. - '
. The prisoners gave up the hunger-
strike. They were -glad that their cause
. was taken up by the country. They felt
immensely assured that countless fgliters
were getting ready to rush forth to jails
just to secure the release of those who
were pining behind the prison bars.
Bengal heaved a sigh of relief. Her
beloved boys-in-chains were saved.  She
was thinking that agitation should not be
relaxed. It ought to be carried on with
vigour and moré vigour till the relcase of
her dear ones was an accomplished fact.
All on .a sudden the scene changed.
‘The attention of man was shifted to a
differeit  centre—the bugle of War
brought bewilderment. - Man lost his
interest in anything else, His mind is
now preoccupied. He feels and thinks
in terms of War.

- busy in buying war-specials.

rushed forth to Caleutta.

- their rescue.

_% CALCUTTA.

Agitation for the release of politicals
has receded to the background. It has
shrunk in importance. We forget our
promise. Fettered youngmen are left to
their fate. We have simply Wiped'them .
out of our memory and kept oursclves

Gandhiji and Pandit Jawaharlal issue
statoments.  They are out to save ‘huma-
nity’, They have to think for ‘twen ty-five
nations’. - They shed tears for demo-
cracy, groaning under the heels. of the,
Dictators, in Central Europe. And
a Gandhi or a Jawsaharlal has no time at
disposal to bring out nation’s own soldiers
of freedom from the grip of Linlithgow’s
legions. ‘

Let these leaders go as they like,
at this juncture, want to
big issues blessed by them ought not to

We, .

have shrouded a problem that is upper- -

most here at our home.

The movement for the release of
political prisoners must be approached
from a perspective which, we are sure,
has hardly been done till now.

From the very inception, the movement
took a wrong course, The entrance of the
Mahatma io the arena and his activities

“around it gave a hard hit to the very basis

of the movement. Mahatma told us that
on humanitarian grounds he felt for the
prisoners and came down to Bengal to
His move emanated from no
other motive—political or quasi-political.
He was given to understand that these
‘youngmen abjured violence, and gave up
the path they had trod so long. This gave
the Mahatma a further dose of inspiration
and he fook the trouble of visiting the
prisoners just to acquaint himself, first
hand, of the facts and their psychology.
Gandhiji was at last convinced that the
tigers, for good, have changed the colour
of their skin. He began to try in his own
‘way for the rtelease of these new recruits

- from a different angle altogether.

- can never creep in thig
" demand this release on political grounds.

linpress that -

to non-violence. But, release he could
not secure,

The people were so long misled. They
made a mess of things without having a
clear idea of the fizht, They wanted their
‘prodigal sons’ back to their hearth and
home. They held high hopes in Gandhi-

ji and his Congress, only to bedisillusioned

" before long.

The release question must baconsidered
The
public must beclearly told that the question
“of humanitarianism or any altruistic motive
connexion. We

This release of our Hed “convicted

politicals

§0-ca
must be a  release—political.

Along with the change of government or
_with the inanguration of political reforms,

in every country, and for all time, the first :

move happens to be the releuse of all
political prisoners of  the old regime with
no condition imposed. But the DBritish
JIndia stands apart with a queer pose. Its
conduct is an -exception to the rule
Biessed must be our constitutional change
—a  much-talked-of autonomy in pro-
vinces ! '

Those who rebel against a government,
-do so under the -existing pressure of
¢circumstances and environment. Any
constitutional change, changes the old
order, and the revolting clement sometimes
“melts away, sometimes it chalks outa newer
path in terms of the newer environment,

Henee is the gencral  custom, followed
B

" everywhere, of release en masse without

any reference, whaﬁtéoever, to the political
opinion of .4 particular prisoner. The
withholding of a ‘political release’ means
the absence of areal transference of power.
We are given to understand that because
of the transference of power in the

‘provinces the Congress has ultimately
accepted the ministries. Buat, to our
atter disillusionment, we find  that  no

‘political release’ ever occurred even in
the  Congress-controlled  areas, The
prisoners through the inglorious purgatory-
process of repentance and confession had
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to - get themselves recognised by the
ministries as newly initiated devotees to
non-violence and it was then only that
their release was made possible.

In Bengal, even this little ‘bit of thing
did not materialise. Our callous ministry,
too weak to follow even the tame track
of the Congress ministers, still keep the
prison-gates closed. And, our young men
are allowed to rot in ‘the dark cells of
Alipore and Dum-Dum.

‘The public must understand that they
shall have to demand the release of these
people ‘on . political grounds, pure and
simple. They must not allow the elected
ministry to flout their opinion repeatedly
focussed from oneend to the other of the
country, They must not hesitate to decry

this bureaucratic temper of the ministry

and that with effect.

The people in demanding the release
of these gentlemen must state in clear
terms that even if these men in prison
‘have not changed, even if they still believe
in violence—their release has been over
due, if it is admitted that a substantial
dose of reform has been inaugurated;
for, it is sure that they on their release
will find no such atmosphere to nurture
their creed any more. It ought to be
understood that the youngmen in chaing
have no axe to grind. They had always
been leading the people of the country
to action through self-immolation, heed-
less of dread and danger. This day, too,
when they find from behind the prison-
wall that the so-called provincial autonomy
has hypnotised their countrymen, the
big bosses of the National Congress—they
refuse to remain inactive in cells. Even

at the cost of their dear lives,they resolve |
-to give a blow to the perverse mentality

of the highpriests so that the real issue

may become clear—that the little amount .

of power transferred in the provinces
yields not on the petty question of relgase
of political prisonérs on political grounds.
Axnd, a glaring truth—the autonomy of
sand falls flat on the hard ground of
reality.

Anyhow, we were then roused. Young
Bengal took up the prisoners’ cause, nay,

the cause of theirs—the cause of the .

 Political India. Thus the purpose of this
huanger-striking hundred met a splendid
success for the time being,

But, now, the roused public-opinion

~seems to be at its low ebb. We are again .

“falling back in stupor. The thonght of

the political prisoners is fading kint'o
oblivion. Are we to forget them ? And,
forget our responsibility ? ,

The public  must again be told that
these prisoners fought on ‘no personal
issue. Their fight was on principle. And
no amount of ‘international embarrass-
ment’ or thought for ‘twentyfive nations’
can minimise- the importance of their
cause at home. If we lag behind in
implementing the promise we gave them,
these bold and determinéd souls will

again resume ‘their hunger-strike which
no one in this country will be able’to
stop unless each of them droops.down.
The recent refusal to pu,rchase'ab release

“on conditions imposced, by these soldiers
of freedom, sufficiently testifies to the

mettle they are made of. Hence is our
sincere query : arc we to await that black
hour for the nation when in sheer impo-
ténce and utter helplessness we shall have
to witness the brave march of these brave
souls from the realm bf life to the valley
of death ?
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eveénts took ab the elections. Dr. Pattabhi
_had the misfortune to be defeated by
* Subhas Babn. And Gandhiji immediately
:came out with a statement confessing the

: defeat to be hig and not Pattabhi’s. -

‘ And let us consider finally the hoart-
: reqdmg episode of Gan@hm s going to
Rajkot. - This was the most untimely and

t-en underta.ken ab xts béhest If he
ngs a jibe at Civil. Dis-obedience—his

eot the dxcbates from . within, And,
he other hand, if he wants tostart
ass satyagraha, he is inspired by the
ame ‘inner voice. His cvery great action
s the result of “an intense introspection,

He relies for his 'guidnncg more
stinct than intellect. 4

s at its command are different from
lmnfy fasts, In a statement to the
S a few years bf\(,k ‘he had ob%orvod

itation. It can be observed
in- Cliristianity and Islam, while
is replete  with instances of
; for seli-purification. Having made

“thesé things.

gilt to Tndian politics—it is the out- |

ching of the heart and saiting upon

at for 9 I ‘have thouwht nothmg about

ways of His guidaice.”

The call comes to him ‘in a flash’ often
at - nights.

In the past there werc many -great
undertakings at this imperative “call” and
he did suceced, But in
recent times the “call” las led Gandhiji
wrong more than once. Possibly it has
been due to the indistinetness of the voice ;
or more probably dne to misinterpretation
of its dictate. I do not mean by this to
belittle the greatness of the Mahatma—
not in the least. Who cau doubt his tre-
dous sincerity ? e

With due respect to Gandhiji, I must
sﬁy that he should no more be led by the
inner voice—without questioning. It is
better to be not advised than ill-advised.

Since public memory is notoriously
short, I shall refer to certain recent acti-
vities of Gandhijiwhich were based entire-
ly on the behest of his inner voice. Unfor-
‘tanately, all of them failed.

Early last year, Mahatmaji went to see
My, Jinnah with a view to bring about a
compromise and to strive for communal
harmony. Forget not, it was prompted
by his inner voice! He went all the
way from Wardha. Tots of diseussion and
correspondence followed.  What was the
result ? T need not give'the answer, for
avery onc of us knows it. Still no one
‘can question Gandhiji’ E mrnpstucss.
Then take again’ ‘the, unforgettable

idential contest. Dr. Pattabhi

and in some

. moppormnc moment for hlm to go.

imﬁrudent dictate ever. given to him by
his inner voice. Yos, it was the most
The

weeks following the Presidential election

“were hot with party feelings and sharp

And if God guides me,
- what should T think, why should I think ?
Lyen thought may be an obstacle in the

itar(s 1y w&s set l\p n.g-u-t Mr. Subhas :

differences between the two groups, the
triumphant and the vanquished. Things
had gone too far and re-union seemed
almost impossible. But it would not have
been a difficult task for Gandhiji to patch

up the differences and bring the two con-

tending forces to a compromise. Fvery
one hopod that he . would take the matter
into his hands and save the national orga-
nisation from a rminous split. Buat the
inner voice, as has been said, gave him an
untimely dictate, Al on a sudden he
decided to go to Pijkot—again at the call
from within. He wrote of this journey,

“You must not be perturbed over my
decision. It was taken purely in answer
“to the voice of God... I am going there as
God is taking tlwro. Within me is joy
and hope. I know that T will not return
from Rajkot with hopes blasted.”

* When the call came, he forgot the
more vital things, - Ho conld not say no
to it. He flew to Rajkot leaving the whole
Congress affair to worsen and stagnate at
Tripuri where the Congress President lay
on his sick-bed fighting with decath. Tense

" and anxious moments they were. Gandhiji’s
name was hawked and the verdict of the
polls reversed. ‘When the devil of party
entercd the window, humanity fled through
the door? Means, fair and foul were
employed to ve-establish the vanquished
leadership. Had Gandhijionly taken reason
into account, a great catastrophe could
have been avoided. The Congress history
would have been written differcutly.: Just
consider, what was Rojkot affair aftor all
when compared to the national organisa-
tion whose unity and solidarity were at
stake ? Had Gandhiji only thought ! Bat
leavirig the Congress affairs at that sorry
pass Gandhiji ran to Rajkot for something
which, compared. to that grave issue, was

: neghglble, if not nothing.

For five duys and nights he fasted—
once again at the dictate from within, But
with no results. In his own words he
returned from Ra]kot with “hopes blasted”
and “empty-handed.”

So whatever action Gandhiji hns
undertalen recently at the guidance of the
inner veice, has ended in failure.
Inner voice is good so long as it stands
the test of reason and judgment. And
if otherwise, it i3 worse than useless.

A. A. Ravoor




Regd. No. C. 2625.

FORWARD BLOC

HERNIA

Wonderful remedy by ountward appli-
cation, .Thousands = benefited without
operation, Apply for testimonials and
directions :—H. C. ROY, specialist in
Hernia, Divine Treatment Hall
118, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta

WRITE—CALL OR-PHONE

Indian Ferro Concrete Co.

r “IFCCO” BIG ROOFING
TILES
The Most Scientific & Ecnncjmlc Tiles For Roofing
NO 'TEE-——N(:) CENTERING—
NO CEILING PLASTER

Recommended by eminent
Engineers. Tested by Govt.

Also R, C. Door & Window
Frames & R. C. Beams

FOR PERMANENCY, ECONOMY
& BEAUTY.

18, Raja Woodmunt Street, Calcutta,
Phone .Cal. 1946.

BHOLA NATH GHOSE'S
HISTORICAT, DRAMA

BIEIEIN]

Pus :—D. M. LIBRARY.

NATH BANK

LIMITED.
He P — ' . l T RA{STRETIC, FYPIRAESTHETTC & NODU
; ad Office CALCUTTA : Lfi"':‘%) LA LEPRA INFECTED mrnov&?o&ui lsv:ﬁv
: : i . R N T0MS, ECTEMA, BACILLUS § L
Proz ; GaL, .3253 (8 lines ). 2 NS 1 i1 Gr skinoiseases wiTh 14 DIFFERINT

| smvs oF I-E UCODE RMA

ARE WONDERFULEY CURED BY THE MIRACULOUS
o SPECIFIC OF FAMOUS LEPER-SPECIALIST
Pr.RAMPRAN SHARMA KAVIRAJ.
ASK  FOR FREE BOOKLET,
ATORESs - HOWRAH KUSTHA-KUTIR
KHURYT= DHARMATOLA, HOWRAH

BRANCH- 20, HARRISON ROAD: mcum
R —‘HJ

BRANCHES ALL OVER i

BENGAL, BEHAR, U. P, DELHI & ASSAM. ‘5;3
' ALL KINDS OF BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED: o
‘Mr. K. N. DALAL — Managing Direcfor. ﬁg

T S W o T Sl SO g0 P VW e
T T ¥ sy TRt
..,.,-..WMWW..;:W...*‘WMO MM.,MWWMW...J

oy o o m—:
R IR PR e, e o,

CALCUTTA MINERAL SUPPLY CO., LTD.

~ 31, JACKSON LANE, CALCUTTA,

T"‘ﬂ""" +—CHINAMATI, . ) Tol-phon- +—Office 1397 B. B,
' Calcutta. ) : : Works 1592 B. B.
Residence 4627 B. B.

ii8 :
) Dealers in Indian Minerals and Mineral Products also Raw materials for Soap.
(

SEsT e

Manufacturers of silicate Soda, Plaster of Paris, Soft Soap and Talc Powder.

FOR RATES AND PARTICULARS ENQUIRE OF
H. DUTT & Co.—Mg. Agents.

S T T R T S R T T e T R A e R T R T T T

Wt‘

T T T e e I DT L T o T T e e s SR e TR TN R e e P e T S

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 220




