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S8ATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

| hither High
. Command. ?

Ever since the beginning of
September, members of the public
who usually look to the Congress
for light and lead have been passing
through mental bewilderment and
confusion. The Resolution of the
Haripura Congress on War had
formerly been regarded as an
unerring guide and the natural

expectation was that as soon as the

<crisis broke out, steps would be taken
to° implement it forthwith. Bat
this did not happen. At first there
was delay. This was followed by
vague murmurings in Rightist circles
to the effect that altered circums-
tances rendered that Resolution
inoperative. The result was vacilla-
tion and comparative inaction.
Surprise and bewilderment gave
" place to utter confusion. One can
"easily imagine the mental condition
of those who had got into the habit
of taking marching orders from the
Congress,  What were they to do ?
The Harvipura Resolution which
should have served as their objec-
tive guide, was unceremoniously
shelved and mno -substitute was
~ given. No doubt in September the
Congress  Working  Committee
-produced a long-winded resolution
which some of dur international
experts (?) hailed as “as a lead to
the whole world” or

analysis of that resolution did mnot
reveal much more than mere words,
And ‘in the midst of verbiage, the
kernel was missing. What was the
Congress going to do if the reply
of the British Government on the
questions
India’s political future was inade-
quate and unsatisfactory ?

The heroic language of the
‘resolution  naturally  led the
" unsophisticated reader to expect

heroic deeds.
tions of the aythors equally heroic ?
In Rightist circles there were high

disappointiment and
. Governmental circles and why, on

as “‘a charter
of liberty for subject races”-—but.

:Government

of War Aims and of -

Buat were the.inten~

hopes that a - satisfactory response
would come and a crisis’ would
thereby be averted. One fails to
understand, however, what justi-
fication there was for eutertaining

such hopes.  Nobody claiming
political sense should have felt
optimistic in the  given circum-
stances. The fact, nevertheless,

was that there was considerable
optimism whigh was dashed to thé
gronnd  when  the  Viceroy’s
pronouncement’ was made in
October. The statements of some of
our Ministers contained a note of
wail and  afforded  distressing
reading.

* For once there was prompt
action. = The Viceroy’s statement
evoked a'ready response from the

-Congress Working Committee and

our Ministers were instructed to
vacate ofice. Though we hold a
different view as to the manner in
which this should have been done,

‘there cannot be the slightest doubt

that ministerial resignation was an
act worthy of an organisation that
had to vindicate the honour of a
nation. It was the very least that
the Congress. could do, but it was

‘not all that it should de.

statement had
surprised our
It was now

The Viceroy’s
disappointed and
friends on the Right.

“the turn of the Viceroy and of

the British Government to feel
likewise over the resignation of
the Congress Ministries. It is a

" moot question as to why ministerial

have caused
surprise in

should

resignation

the contrary, it was not regarded
as an inevitable corollary. What-
ever the answer to that question
may be, the facts of the ecase are

“perfectly clear. It can be surmised,

however, that a combination of
tactors had induced. the British
to think that the
Congress  would- not show fight.
The statement of Mahatma Gandhi

early in September revealing an

attitude of unconditional co-opera-
tion towards the Government, the
feeling in Rightist and particularly

~in Ministerialist circles, the absence
. of preparation in Congress Commi-
“ ttees dominated by Rightists—these

and other factors could have but
one meaning and significance and

it was natural for the authorities -

at Delhi and at Whitehall to infer

~that all would be quiet on. 'the

Congress Front. This inférence
was legitimate but- it e¢ontained
one picee of misealculation. The
Congress was neither .a static nor
an  utterly homogeneous body.
It was, therefore, possible for
elements within the Congress to
bring their influence to bear on

“it and produce results which might

appear to the outsider as a devia-
tion from the official course or at
least . as a - development wholly
unexpected. e ,

- By the man in the street,
ministerial resignation -when viewed
against the present national and -
international background, could not
possibly be regarded as an isolated
phenomenon. He has,” therefore,
been expecting this act to be
followed to its logical conclusion—
in accordance with -his common-
sense, ‘native’ logic. Transcenden-
tal logic—if we may use that
expression—will 1ot "make him
change his mind and this elemen-

tary fact should be grasped by

the Congress Working Committee
if it does not desire to ,betray
India’s cause at this critical junc-
ture. All the excuses and extenua-
ting considerations that may now
be put forward in the name of
prudence or .caution or even Truth
and Non-violence, will not weaken
in the least possible degree the
popular demand that however badly
circumstanced we may be today,
honour and  self-interest - alike

"demand that the Congress should

march forward towards its goal.
This eclemental demand of the
nation’s soul can be ignored only
at our own peril.

A ferward policy and move as
desired by the people bas been

‘consistently resisted by Mahatma

Gandhi for the last twelve months
or more. Stock arguments advanced
in support of his view bave been
mainly two,—firstly, the oxistence
of corruption within the Congress
and. secondly, the inevitability of
the outbreak of viclence in the

event of a national struggle being
‘launched.

We have often urged
in the past that these arguments
are of questionable validity and
that i1 no case can they be used ag
an excuse for applying the brake

to our forward march,
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Since the beginning of Septem-
ber, the above arguments have been
reinforced by a third one—viz.
that the launching of civil disobe-
dience will be followed by Hindu-
Muslim riots etc. A more worthless
or ‘erroneous argument cannot
possibly bé conceived. The Hindus
and Muslims against whom such
a serious reflection is made will,
we have no doubt, = empbatically
repudiate such a charge. According
to our understanding and . infor-
mation, a forward move on behalf
of the Congress will appreciably
improve the present inter-comnunal
relations and bring the two phrties
nearer to each other than ever
“before. ‘

If you are not. prepared for a
forward move, why not say so
frankly and - without equivacation ?
Why cloud the issue by advancing
arguments that will not hold
water ?

The  position of the Left 1is
perfectly clear and has been reitera-
ted times without number. If the
‘Congress Working Committee does
not move forward, we shall do so.
No threat hurled either by Mahatma
-Gandhi or by the Working Com-
.mittee will deter. And if they resist
us, we
resistance.

But if the Working Committee
rises to the occasion, we shall be
with it like loyal soldiers. Differ-
ences will- be sunk within one
moment and the Congress ranks
will appear as one solid phalanx
arrayed 'against the forces of Im-
perialism and Reaction,

Subhas Chandra Bose
o ‘

THE SIGN-SEEKERS

Tt is said that for six days God
created the world and “saw that
it was good”, “and on the seventh
he took rest. The Congress having
withdrawn the Ministries has taken
“the big §tep” -and is now content.
The big step has confounded it
utterly and its holiday must needs
be -much longer than a day. It is
beguiling 'its idle days, singing,
“The world’s great age
Irreverent people who
are not within the charmed circle
have begun to ask the question :
what next ?

~demand for

- shall ‘boldly face such’

begins -

A press correspondent in  Alla-
habad has taken a pleasant dive

into the future of Congress history

and has summed up the possibilities
thus : ‘

There ave three alternatives,

writes. the = press correspondent,
open to the Congress.

(1) To rewmain out of office and
keep & neutral attitude towards the
war. This alternative 1s not appro-
ved of by some Left wing Congress
leaders. Even Pandit Nehru has
publicly stated that neutrality is not
feasible under the present conditions.

(2) To launch civil disobedience.
To this, however, Mahatma Gandhi
is not agreeable, It is said that
he has expressed the view that the
United Provinees is not prepaved
for a mnon-violent struggle and
unless it is prepared he does not
mean to launch Satyagraba.

(3) To reopen negotiations with
Mr. Jinnah for communal settle-
ment. The idea appears to be to
present a united Congress-League
the declaration of
independence of India. . Having
regard to the totality of circum-
stances, the third alternative is
regarded to be the one which will
be pursued. '

~While. commending the enteiﬂ-‘
prise of the press correspondent,
we cannot shut our mind to the
obvious defects of his study. He
has not exhausted the possibilities,
It is not difficult to imagine that

the Congress will stage a come-

back. Nor is it ditficult to imagine
that the Viceroy will soon suffer
from a stricken conscience, and
declare the British war aims to the
cowplete satisfaction of the Indian
Congress, and incidentally, declare
India to be an independent country,

Then the ecorvespondent has
offered no explanation ag to why

P2 B v,
~the Mahatma sbonld-have singled

‘out the United provinces as the
one province not up to his mark
of incorruptibility and non-violence.
Forless informed minds, the United
Provinces seems quite as good
or. as bad as Bombay, Bengal, or

Madras.

"The correspondent also does not
say what the Congress should do
after it has squared up with Mr.
Jinnah. Will it not take up the
problem of Indian unity with the

Aga  Khan, the Arhars and the
Momins, with Dr. Ambedkar and
Mr. Rajah, with the Sikhs and’
the Indian Christisns and the
Anglo-Indians and the domiciled
Buropeans ?

These are all by the way, What
really matters is the sequel to the
problem play now troubling both
the Mahatma and the Viceroy.
Who will take the frst move aud
indicate his change of heart ? And
when ?

Another press correspondent-—
from New Delhi to which all roads
lead—has given his study as
follows :

“Regarding the deadlock resul-
ting from resignation of Congress
(GGovernments no fresh move 1is
likely to be taken for sometime.
The stalemate will continue since
the Viceroy expeots the next move
from the Congress, and the Con-
gress leaders hLaving laid their
cards on the table expect the
Viceroy to make the mext move.
Only after the Allababad decisions
are made known and their reactions
watched would the next move from
bere be taken if ab all.”

The future of India thus hangs
by the fortanes of sigu-seekers.
The Viceroy has taken his stand
on the solid fact of British Imperial
interests. To the Mahatma political
realism is taboo. And the inuer
voice which should be unerring,
1s unfortunately not always infali-
ble. When, and where, and how
the two minds, and the two points
of view, and the two methods of
approach will meet is a problem
nut for the political workers but
for the psychologist.

The question of India’s indepen-

dence has however remaiued
unsolved. . The last Great War
which has not ended all wars, did
change the face and mind. of
Euvops, The map of Burope was
chauged beyond recogunition. "The
arts and ideals of Rurope weve

altogether transformed. Lo India,
the gifts of the Great War were its
aftermath, the Iufluenza Epidemic
of 1915, and the Jallianwallabagh
tragedy. Europe is in tbe thick of
auother Great. War, this time to
forge. a npew world order. In
Tudia we donot feel the exalta-
tion and the heightened sense of
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awe and admiration of the New
Lra that is to come. The Congress
that should bave led India to fight
her’ way into the threshold of the
New Ovder, does not fight. It
waits. ‘and watches. Or it has
ceased to wait and watch., It
squirms. To squirm and  think
oneself a mighty fine fellow for
16, to squirm in the conviction that
this is the whole duty of man—
is a confession of futility and death,
It pains us to think us poorly of
the Congress as all that.
really is on the threshold of new
things. ‘She “looks out, like Joshua
from the mountains, over a king-
dom of promise, but unmapped.”
She requires new niinds which can
comprehend the fact of a new
world, men who are ‘capable of
change, new artists, new architects
who will forge the future for her.

A Jute Lesson

Thirty six thousand hands in the,

jute industry downed their tools
on a demand that the cut to
their wages to the extent of la. 6p.
in a rupee, forced on them three
years ago, should be restored now,
when the industry is at its full
swing and war conditions have
made prices of the worker’s food
and necessaries go up. The jute
mills, so long as: the workers did
not go on st&ike, were deat to all
their cries: Now,; as soon ag the
stoppage  is  threatened,~—and
naturally it is a temporary stoppage
to their mounting profits,—within
- 48-hours the Indian - Jule

are said to be about to concede
their demand by an increase of
10 p.e. This is a concesion, we
know which concedes litfle. The
- war has meant a windfall to. the
jute mills, as we have seen. Millions
of sandbags are ordered for; so
much so that the belated scheme of
restriction of .areas under jute

cultivation to be devised by our

Hugq ministry, may have to be with-
drawn before it has heen put into
force—and, of course, after the
the necessary expenses have been
made. In  fact, the Ju'e Mils
Association  to-day are ready to
consume enormous quantity. By a
‘“conspiracy” they have purchased

India

Mills, -

Association grow reasonable. They

- his wife’s brothers and
And who, we pray, can be so great
. A .

jute cheaper too—making a profit
of Rs. 10/- per maund while the
. jute-growers could maké by mno
means a profit of more than Rs. 2/-
or Rs. 3/- per maund. The mills
make to-day sti'l higher profits,
from’ their “finished manufacture,
and, as the orders for them
are almost endless, the mills are
trying to produce more, still more.
We referred in the past to the
methods pursued for keeping the
cost of production low—increasing
the hours of work instead of taking
in the wunemployed, . retrenched
during the year ; sticking to a rate
which was forced on the workers
avainst all opposition on the plea
that the industry was in a bad way ;

and, lastly, by closing the area to all.
social workers and I'rade’ Unionists *

except to those of the communalist-
ministerialist brand. . The Minister
for Labour more thati” once read
homily to the sheep under his care
regarding the harm caused by
strikes,
all was well with the jute world
—nuo increase in wages ; no increase
in employment ; no “warallowance”
‘when war had raised the price of
"the foodstuff—and all profit to
- the millowners. No anti-profiteering
law operates against them. DBut
suddenly this eruption comeés—and
“the jute mills lose no time to
concede ; for delay would mean
a loss of the gigantic profits they
were making now.  But is not the
strike & bad example tv others in
the industry and in other industries ?
‘or is 1t a lesson ?

Current Comments
Latest from Paris : v

Le Temps of Paris. must have
stolen our Oriental thunder. Tt
has discovered that the struggle

““hetween the two . dictators, Herr
Hitler and Com. Stalin, has an
intriguing background. The Fuehrer,
it learns, counts on an internal
crisis in the Soviet and replacement
“of M. Stalin by M. Molotov. For,
here is what he owes to the
" Orient,—Madame Molotov is a
German and——and it explaing every-
thing.  Who, we know, has so great
an ideology as to beable to disoblige
sisters ?

_sisters ?

He was in his Guddee, aud

a diplomat as to checkmate the
efforts of the wife when she takes
up the case of her brothers, dnd
The Commissars” for
Foreign Affairs are really. . guided
by the commissars for their home
affairs. Le Temps did  not
mention M. Litvinov—he had an
English wife. And does not that
explain M. Litvinov's efforts for
gaining the support-of Britain for
the League and for “collective
security” 7 Viewed in this Parisian
light, the rivalry between M. Stalin,
and M. Molotov may be found' not
at all fancifnl, but-due to the
different fancies. aud nationalities
of the wives of the two Marxist
comrades. If Russia is a riddle
to us, the latest from Paris helps
to solve the riddle—diplomatic
moves have connubial origin. But
has “not any among the Soviet
heroes a French wife ? :
Sighing for a come-back

It appears ‘that out of office,
the Congress Ministers are foeling
just like fishes out of  water.
Naturally they ave sighing for a
come-back., L'heir extreme anxiety
has found a significant expression
in a recent utterance .of Mr.
Rajagopalachariar who is' now
racking his fertile braing for
producing some suitable means
“tnp end the present deadlock.”
In this connaction a cortam weekly

of Delbi hay given currency to

‘a very intrigueing story. It has

related how after resignation a
certain Congress Minister rang up
the Viceroy to withhold its accep-
tance by the Governors ( he was
speaking on bebalf of all Congress
Ministries ) till the end of the
present impasse. Pour soul, he is

certainly to  be commiserated |

" Indeed, it was extremely cruel of the

Vieeroy to have turned down this

soulful- prayer. But let not the

Ministers lose heart, it is never too

late yet. Things may turn up
in their favour any moment. The
post-resignation comings and goings
of certain persons between Wardha
and Delhi can leave no doubt as
to which way the wind is blowing.
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Nehru-Jinnah interview. ‘

As at present arranged, the forth
coming Nehru-Jinnah interview is
to take place some time in the first
week of December. Congress circles
are said to be optimistic about the

outcome of the talks, but to us it
© that even to friends they were too

appears difficult- to find out any
ground whereon to build reasonable
hopes. No sensible man can think
that Mr. Jinnab’s Id-day outpouring
_had any serious import. It has now

been amply proved by what he is do- .

ing. It is reported that the Muslim
League, shepherded by Mr. Jinnah,
i3 “determined” to step in the
- breach created by the resignation
of Congress Ministries and co-
operate - whole-heartedly with the
Central Government. Not only
that, Mr. Jinnah has decided
to nominate Mr. 8. A. Aziz and
Nawabzada Liaqatali Kbhan on the
Viceroy’s Txecutive Council as
representatives of the, League. This
does not certainly augur well fora
‘Congress-League settlement. If
Mr. Jinnah really wanted it, he
might have waited till he had finally
done with Pandit Nehru. In the
face of these facts, to persevere with
the League leader seems almost an
impossible task for the Congress,
Yet, it is just human nature to hope.
against hope and there is no harm
in making another try, inspite of
the experiences of the past.
Indian Seamen On Strike

About 300 seamen from India
have been sent to British jails for
refusing . to work, some
50,000 according to the Secretary,
All " India, Seamen's Iederation
Mr. Ali, ave ready to  court the
same honour. It is a reminder of a
problemi—our seamen. Ordinarily;

and,

- the Laskars in the ships are as

good as galley-slaves. They are of
" value,- as Indians everywhere are,
for their cheap labour, Naturally,
they should hold life also cheap.

*Sea

But as the war came it was found
that these also held life dear and
wanted adequate cousideration for

the additional risks they were to
run on the sea when enemy U-Boats

sent them too into the fathomless
bottom. Moreover, they suspected

cheap to be a prize for rescue. So,
their demands for incvease of wages
became insistent.” Some companies
conceded it increasing by 30 p.c.;
one ship even went.up to double it
as the European seamen got. But
employers are not in a mood ‘to
emulate the example of higher wages.
They would rather wait and see,
and resist these alarming tendencies.
The unwilling seamen are, as the
laws permit, being sent to jails. But
the lesson meanwhile is being
brought home, as Mr. Ali points out,
that British jail is more welecome
than forecastle. The forecastle for
the Indian seamen has to be made
attractive, paying and human. '

Finnish Footnote :

Finland would furnish an interest-
ing footnote to-the present chapter
of Soviet diplomacy when it closes.

. Of course, Turkey has already showi_x

that the Soviet was moving too fast.
for her to fall in a line with Moscow.
British  diplomacy won the day.
That might have encouraged the
Finns. Perhaps, they are also armed

with the knowledge that Soviet’
are to be pushed by

conquests
M. Molotov at Moscow and not by
M. Voroshilov on the shores of the
of TFinland, Anyway, the
language from Helsinki is heroice,
and that from Moscow (but for this

last open outburst that Finland was
being  instigated by the British
to  stiffen

her | attitude towards
the Soviet) has beeh on the whole

restrained. Heroic language did not

save Poland and there i§ an ominous
strength perceptible behind the quiet
tone and temper of Moscow. By all

means the Finns should enjoy liberty
~—provided it does not later on
prove to be, as in the case of Poland,
liberty of the ruling class to ex-
ploit the rest. In that case the
Soviet secure the Sea of

Finland to make Leningrad safe if

may

the Moscow conversations break—

-they are declared in politeness to be

only disconsinued—it is npot the
Soviet arms that will passibly be
set in motion but the Soviet trading
and economic pressure that will
bring Finland down on her knees.

.our office

NOTICE

Correspondents are parti-
cuylarly Tequested not to
addres‘s any letter to the
press where “Forward Bloeo”
is printed. All letters
or anything intended for
publication in the paper
should be sent direct to
(49L Dharam—
tola Street, Calcutta).
This will prevent delay in
answering communications
and facilitate matters for

all concerned.

C5TDU8BE

23/2 Dharamtola St. Calcutta,
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RESIGNATIONS BEFORE AND AFTER

By M. ANNAPURNAIAH, Member, Working Committes, All

* The Congress ministries have rosigned
at the bidding of the Congress Working
Committee. It was demonstrated to the
whole world that the Congress was never
for sticking to office at any cost. All
honour to the High Command that deman-
ded the resignation and all praise for the
Congress ministers, who promptly obéyed
the behests of the Congress Working
Committee. But “what next” ? is -the
question persistently asked by the mun
in the strect. Rastrapati Rajendra Babu’s
answer is “no fight”, 'and Gandhijec’s
fiat is “no Civil disobedience”. /The
Mahatma has even gone to the extent of
declaring openly that “I will resist Civil
disobedicnce - unless I find the country
prepared”. The great Civil resister has
thus assumed the role of a resister to
Civil resistance itself. - And Dr, Pattabhi
claims Civil dispbedience or Satyagraha as
a trademark of (Gandhijee, and resents
any other person even uttering its name.
Thus a policy of wait and see, which is
only another name for inaction, is openly
preached by the Congress High Command
and the common man stands confused
and bewildered.

Resignation to be followed by
Direct Action

But was the resignation of the Con-
gress ministries followed by a poliey of
wait and  see, ever‘contcm_plated by the
votaries ‘of office accepiance ?  TFor an

answer to this one must go back to the days

of the Lucknow Congress of April 1936,
Opposing the socialist amendment advo-
cating non-acceptance of office, speaker

after speaker waxed eloquent on a policy

of wrecking the Act, on carrying the fight
“into the very citadel of the enemy, warmiy
declaiming  all the time that when the
constitutional fight was carried to the
highest pitch, a state of dead-lock would
ensue, resulting in cither
resignation or forcible dismissal of the
Congress ministrics, which would be follo-
wed by immediate declaration "of direct
action, in the country. Such were the
speeches generally -delivered by the
protagonists of office-acceptance, and no
wonder that they caught the popular

imagination and every one expected that -

ranning fire of ruthless attack from the

repression is note-worthy.

voluntary’

Parliamentary planc sould only pave the
way to & relentless fight from the extra-
constitutional plane. The talk then was,
that ministers would, alter laying down
office, be leaders of a national struggle

“and not ‘teachers’ in schools of the Wardha

brand, or lawyers resuming their practice.
Mentality has Changed

But twenty-seven months of consti-
tutionalism has changed the whole trend of
Congress politics. Instead of launching
on schemes of bold political and economic
reform, the ministries began to divert the
attention of the people by the introduction
of measures of social and religious reform
like prohibition and temple entry.’ Peasant
and labour legislations have made very
little hicadway. under the aegis of the
Congress ministriés. Measures of debt

relief enacted, however, though defective

in some respects, arc praisc-worthy, and
while the bounds of Civil liberty have
been enlarged in' general, repression
reigned  supreme in some Congress
provinces. The fact that the leftists were
generally the victims of ministerial
The release
of political prisoners is to-day a problem,
not only in Bengal, ruled by a pre-
dominantly Musliay Leagae ministry, but
also in Behar, til recently ruled by a

‘Congress ministry, - Hundreds of Kisan

prisoners ave still in the Bihar jails ander
the very nose of Rajendra Babu.
devotion to the Criminal Law Amendment

"Act was too well kuown to need any

special mentién, and his ministry  also
left out a few Kisan prisoners still to
vot in jail. Tabour strikers were fired

- at; peasant straggles were suppressed by

lathi charges even on women, and' leftists
were harassed and repressed in ever so

-many ways. Mass agitation was definitely

discouraged, Satyagraha was explicitly
bamned by the A. 1. C. C. and even public
criticism  of ~ Congress ministries was

_tabooed. Congross committecs were sought -

to be made the handmaids of the ministries,
simply registering their decrees. Homo-
genous cabinete which naturally insisted

~on a homogenous following have become
‘the order. of the day. And disciplinary

action has  almost become a  normal
feature in Congress politics. Iven the

Rajaji’s
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tallest among the leftist leaders like Subhas
Babu could not escape from it. And it
was declared from the house-tops that the
country was not ready for any fight; and
that all talk of an ultimatum ( suggested
by Subhas Babu ) was rank nonscnse.
Really the country was made safe for
constitionalism.
Rightist calculations Upset

The Rightist Congress-leaders never
expected that the wur would break out
so soon, and that exactly six months after
‘the Pripuri Congress, where Subhas Baba,
as-the nation’s chosen, suggested n six
month ultimatum to the Government, nsk-
ing themn to satisfy the National Demnnd, or
be prepared for struggle with the Congress.
But the Rightist calculations were upset,
as if by a strange iromy of fate. If only,
Mr. Bose’s suggestion had been accepted,
and the Congress committees throughout
the country were instructed to be.ready
for the fight, and a strong volunteer corps
was organised, and all preparations for a
struggle had been made, the atmosphere
fora straight fight and final battle with
British Imperialism would have been.
splendid, But unfortunstely, as Sublas
Bubu frankly pat it, “The whole W01'}d'
prepared itself for the erisis but not the
Tudian National Congress.” Obviously the
Congress leaders did not expectsthe war
to overtake them in the manncr -it has
done. They really did not expect many
more things. If they had known that with-
in three wacks of the disciplinary action
they would have to invite Subhas Babu .
to the meeting “of the Working Committee
they would have thought thrice before
debarring him, Tf only Dr. Pattabhi Sita
Ramiah nnd Mr, C. P. Ramaswamy Reddiar,
Prosidents of Andhra and Tamil Nada
Provincial Congress committees, had cven
vaguely known that Subhas Babu would
be invited to atiend the meeting of the
Working Committce at Wardha, hardly
before the ink on their appeal for boy-
cotting Subhas ,Babu during his tour of
the Madras Preeidency was dry, they
would not have issucd that narrow-minded
appeal which was branded as “vindictive”
even by the Mabatma. It was however .

expected that when Sebhas Babu was
invited to' the Working Committee

(- Continued on page 8 )
b2
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RESIGNATIONS—BEFORE AND AFTER
MAX'M GORKV_—"'N MEMO R'AM { Continued from b(lge 7) '
. . {By PAUL NIZAN mecting at Wardha on 8th Sept. the ban

More than three years have passed
since the death of Maxim Gorky. It s
Enown to-day that the days of this man,
whose greatness represcnted the pinnacle
of the Soviet literature of his time and
whose voice was the most powerful that
was raised in the ‘world on behalf of
freedom, was - shortened by a criminal
conspiracy.

I will always Alexi
Maximovitch as I saw him shortly before
- his death in the white-green house in
© Gorky, near Moscow, where he lived.
There was & garden there full of flowers,
and from the window of his room Gorky
had a view of a wide landscape {full
mendows and forests. To this house people
came on from everywhere,
. just as at onc time they came to Yassnaya
Polyama to see Tolstoy. There came
‘peasants, children, young women, writers
and workers, or,as on onc summer evening
in 1934, Voroshilov, Molotov, Kaganovitch,
Mikoyan.

Gorky listened to what his guests had
- to say, and replied : he told stories and
gave advice.

remember

pilgrimage

He was not ashamed to wecp when one
‘described to him the torture of people in
China and in Germany,

One could not leave Gorky’s presence
without a fecling of 'fresh courage, with
the feehng of having met a great man.

Oue could say of Gorky, what he himself

said of Tchekov :
“To call to
strength :
courago :
meaning,”

,mind such a man gives

A new,

life

acquires clear

Gorky displayed enormous activity in

the last years of his life : he wrote articles
- books, plays. Hec spoke at moetings,
edited journals, guided the young writers,
many of whom, like Avedyenko, had
to thank him for
discovery of their literary talents.

He wasg a kind of spiritual leader, and
his criticims, which could be hard, his
praise, with which he was not sparing,
played a very important part in the .
eiltural life of the Soviet Union.

Nothing was alien to him rather was
be the type of writer who does not lose
himself in literature. One must read his,

of -

He was quickly aroused to:
indigantion, quickly became calm again,’

- culture,

One immediately acquires fresh -

everything, even the

last writings : they deal with cverything
that interests and stirs cverybody—the
Soviet Union, the Red Army, the ‘petty
bourgeois, humanism and inhumanity,
history’ the “Intellectuals,” fascism, culture,
love and hate. Oue finds in these writings
the genuine voiee of Gorky, his irony,
his bittorness;’, the corifidence and the hope
which ----- after the terrible years of his
life, whieh' would have crushed a man
less strong than he---have yet trimnph‘od.

I know no more” powerful expression
of confidence and hope than the sentences
with which Gorky concluded his fammh
work on Proletarian Humanism

“The times are past when, among the
projeturiat, confidence and hope fonght
each other like falschood and truth.
where the
everything is created by its powerful hand,
there is. no longer any quarrel between
faith and knowledge ; there faith arises
from the knowledge which man acquires
by his own mental powers, This faith
produces heroes; it will never prodncc
zods.”

This was the man whom the onemy
killed, and one can say of him the same
which he wrote of Kirov :

A wonderful man has been murdered,
one of the best leaders of the party, the
ideal type of proletarian, a master of
T share with my whole heart
the grief of the party, which is the grief
of all honest workers, T cannot but add
that which the enemy was able. to accom=
plish is proof not ounly of his baseness,
but also that our vigilence was insufficierit.
And hig death was also a lesson, !

There,

proletariat is master, where

decide on the next logieal stop in the
stage of the National struggle. The Dest
means of restoring unity in the ranks is
to decide on a programme of action.
Will Mahatmaji rise to the oceasion and
assume the leadership of the nation once
ngam and carn the gratitude of the toiling

millions of India ? Will the Congress
High Command act ?

Our offer stands

If a bold lead is given by the Congress
High Command the offer of Subhas Babn
Ahat all the leftists to a man would line
up behind the High Command, stands.
What is wanted is not a change of leadey-
ship bnt only a change of the present
policy of inaction,

on him and other Congressmen wonld be
immediately lifted and the ranks within
the Congress closed ; a programme of fight.
would be placed before the country.

Capitulation

But the public were thoroughly dis-
appointed, While that was the proper time
to strike for independence, the Congress
High Command began to negotiate with
British Imperialism for a compromise.
Persccution of those Congressmen
insist

who
on immediate with
British Tmperialism, here and now, and

an straggle

a slogan of unconditional
with  British
Grandhi,

cooperation
Imperialism by Mahatma
declarations that
a fAght,
appeal to Congrdssmen

his repeatod

the country was not ready for
Rajendra Babids
not to criticise the British—all these were
meant as gestures for a compromisc by
But it had exactly
the opposiic effect on the bureaucrats, ‘The
word of the negotiators, who openly
avowed that there was no strength bhehind
them, the strength to put up an effective
fight, in the cvent of a breakdown of the
negotiations, would not, in fact, did not,
naturally carry ‘any weight with the
Viceroy or the Secrctary of State for

the Congress leaders.

India, The policyK of capitualation
adopted by the Congress leaders was
vightly marked " ont as a policy of

weakness,  Imperialism has pitted  the
minoritics against the Congress, and is
following a policy of “divide and rule” as
Mahatinaji so nicely put it.
leaders ‘have
So they have been doing exactly
the same thing, namely of dividing the
leftists.  They invited the Congress
socialist leaders to the lnst meeting of the
Working Committee, but did notf invite
Subhas Babu, They have been trying. to
woo the socialist leaders for some time
past, and divide them from the other
leftists ; but happily this time even the
socialists could not be entrapped.
Not too late

Lvon now, it is not too late.
djfferences between the
can be composed. The Working Committee
will do well to rescind the disciplinary
action against Mr. Bose and others and

But Congress
learnt this lesson in their

oltice.

All the

various groups

{ Continued on column 2')
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- laid the foundation of direct action.

© to Medows

- This

" After two years’ active struggle of
tho States’ people the time has come to
take stock of the various experiences and
recapitulate. States’ people have gone
through an important stage which - has
Ina
way it has done to States India what the
C. D. Movement did to British India.

-Now local leaders have come forward

and States’ politics is no Jonger confined
Street -in  Bombay
India States’ People’s Conference Office ). -
does not mean that there is no
necessity for guidance from above. On
the contrary, the demand is increasing
and to fulfil it leaders cannot rely on
their old menns. .
be doubled. Contacts have got to be
revised and the proper advantage of two
vears’ varied experiences has got to be
taken.

- The struggle made its beginning with
Mysore’s romantic’ move, meetings and
processions with thousands, lathi charges
and firings ‘ard it ended in Rajkot's
historic spiritual experiment. During this.
period the Cougress gave a sufficient trial

to its resolution on States that cireated -

80 mach storm at Haripura. The practical
experiences have come to our help and
on the basis of them all can revise their

positions and stands taken at the time of .

Haripura, It has been seen that some:
of the staunch opponents of the resolution
became very soon its supporters.
7 It is a sufficient introduction to start
with the imalysi‘s. Much of the opposition
that came for the Haripura resolution
was due, to a certain extent, to the lack |
of proper comments and explanations.:
The first draft of the resolution circulated:
by the Working Committec aimed - at
abolishing all Congress committees in the -
States. And the resolution that was passed.
at Haripura after a great storm, was
with an agreed amendment which preser-
ved the right of the States to form
Congress committees. It sitaply took away
certain rights of the committees in the .
States. This action too, was subject to.
a lot of misunderstanding,

Specially people who did not actuslly
work in the States could not understand

{ All .

1In view “of these,

WHITHER STATES' PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT ?

the significance of such political bodies

minys some political rights. [ was onc
of those opponents of ‘the Haripura
resolution who realised its wisdom after-

‘wards. It has been expericnced that

even after certain rights being taken away,
the ,Congress committees in ‘the States
were in no sense empty bodies. Their
existence surely meant a sort of relation-
ship with the struggle in British India
and was also ‘an indication of the fact
that the States’ people’s movement was

"ok solely confined to the attainment of

responsible government within the States
bat it had a wider outlook and relation

-with broader anti-imperialist struggle. In

a way the Haripura resolution” struck =
golden mean,  Oun the-one hand, dogmatic

" nou-interventionists iaintained that the
" attainment of swaraj in British India
- would automatieally solve the. difficultics
Resources have got to -

of the States’ people. They did not count
the States themselves as a factor in cfforts
for the attainment of swaraj. On the other
hiand, there were people in the States who
saw nothing beyond responsible govern-
ment in them. The real justification of the
Haripura resolution lay in the fact that
the States’  people’s movement was in a
%)rimary stage and hence it was impossible
or the Congress to take direct responsi-
bility -on its shoulders organisationally.
Moreover, cach State had its differcnt
roblems demanding specific treatment.
direet identification
with the struggle would have meant
involving the prestige of the Congress

and_disturbing its day to day activities "
in Dritish India, Even in absence of’

rights such as to contest parliamentary
elections or to undertake internal struggles
in the. name of the Congress, the commi-

ttces have reidored iportant serviees
in developing public life in the States. .

The committees in the States where civil
libertics prevailed bavo been able to carry
out anti-war propaganda and ‘observe
days announced by the Indian National

Congress from time to time such as politi--

cal prisoners’ day, China day ete. The
committecs conld enrol members in small
as well as in big States and thus finance
the activitics of Praja. Mandals ( workers
being the same in both the bodies ) or

other internal striggle conducted either'by .

organisutions or by individuals. They
have also served as potent menns in
cheeking communal clements to a certain
extent. These wert the advantages which
could claim attention of the opponents,
To the dogmatic followers of Gandhiji,

non-intérvention policy was something’

like an cternal principle. The verdict of
the Tripuri Congress was an eye-opener to
such ardent believers in non-intervention
policy. It has been observed by the
Tripuri resolution that “the great awa-

kening that is taking place among people -

—8y S. S. KHANOLKER

of the States may lead to a relaxtion or
to complete removal of the restraint which
the Congress imposed upon itself, thus
resulting in anever inereasing identification’
of the Congress with the States people.”

The only objection against the Congress
in general that could be raised was that
it did not give due encouragement to the
people in British- Tndia for their parti-
cipation in the struggle. The doctrine
of self-reliance, however important in the
moral life of an individual, has its Lmit-
-ations in politics and specially so in its -
application to the States’ problem,

- The all India movement for respon-
slble government in the Stateshas received
various measares of response. To under-
‘stand that one shall have to take into
account the class forces in different States.
In the industrially advanced States upper
" ¢lass or the bourgeosic took initiative in
the struggle. Mysore can be given as an
example, The obvious reason of the fact
was that the rising bourgeosic was keen
on getting security for their investments
“in banks and other spheres of economic
" activity and it wanted to have its hand
in the administration of the State. ‘In
States like Kathiawar and those of
Orrisa, ‘merchant class is “the "primarily
suffering class on account of the monopoly
system in the trade.  Absence of competi-
. tion in the trade and profit-making on the
part of the States keep prices abnormally
high and hence ‘cause cqual suffering to
the merchants and the peasantry. Under
such  circumstances, tho former took
initiative in the struggle and the pea-
santry backed it up. Regarding small
States which arcy not industrially or
- commercially advanced, the movement
remained purely a peasant movement laying
main emphasis on grievances pertaining
to Land Revenue. Ramdurg may be given
as an example in this connection. " In sach
States the slogan of responsible govern-
ment did not become popalar. On the
contrary, unduce emphasis on the demand of
responsible government created unnecess-
ary troubles and hampered the growth of
public hife. It was, in fact, difficalt for
the people, middle elass as well as the
peasantry, to visualise the sort of respon-
sible government that they had to attain.
In such States it was impossible to start
Praja Mandals. Circumstances were sich
that it was easier for the States to start
counter Praja Mandals and cncourage
reactionaries thereby. Under such condi-
tions Copgress committees .were the most
suitablé bodies. = Kisan Sabhas might also
thrive. In conelusion, it is fervently hoped
that leaders from different provinces will
give expression to their most valuable
experiences received durivg last two years
it connection with this importaut national
problem, viz, the States problem.
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PLANNING IN AGRICULTURE

There is a talk of planning on every
body’s lips, although I am yet to be
convinced if everybody means to take to
it. . Planning  annibilates “economic
individualism” and brings into prominence
the concept of social interest; it is not
merely an adjustment of the claims of
competing and conflicting interests. If
we are to plan our agriculture, we are to
see how land can be most elticiently
exploited in the matter of production and
how the produce of land can be sold
at a remunerative price. = Thus, . both
production and distribution come within
the orbit of planning, and every interest
involved in the whole gamut is subordi-
nated in the interest of sogiety,

There is evidently much loose thinking
on the subject, and I propose to trace
briefly but precisely the role of tiller in
any scheme of planned economy. For
the sake of making my t.he.s;s clear, I am
sacrificing details,

First, a cultivator exists for society ;
be may own land for cultivation but he
will be restrioted at every step so that he
Tay not neglect cultivation, or impair land.
He will not have the individual freedom
‘to grow any crop he likes, to persevere
in the method of cultivation after his own
liking, or to dispose of his own crop
according to his will. Take the instance
of the “Kolhoz” in Soviet Russia. Itisa
co-operative association enjoying full
powers of = tnternal administration,
although its acts must “harmonise with
the basic aims of the Revolution and with
the immediate policies of the Soviet

Government, and it is under constant,

surveillance of the Soviets and the Party
organisation.” The final authority of the
"Kolhoz” is vested in the mass meeting
of its members. Whether the type of
Kolhozy is the commune where all indivi-
.dual income-yielding property disappears
and all productive resources are held in
common or the artel where peasants pool
their productive resources and may _main-
tain individual homes and may keep a
cow, hens, geese ete. in proportion to
their personal needs, the produce must be
soldisto government and not to private

parties. The Executive Committee does
all the planninz and administering of the
work and the life on the “Kolhoz”, the
Inspection Committee keeps a vigilant
eye over its actions ; both the committees
are chosen at the annual mass meeting of
the members of the “Kolhoz.” Even if
‘there is planning within the orbit of
individual ownership, it is provided

(a) that a cultivator shall not be given more

land than he can cultivate by the labours of his’
own family, the agriculturist unit being the family ;

(b) that the holding shall be cultivated by
‘the occupier in accordance with the rules of good
Jhusbandry and shall not be used for any purpose
other than agticulture ot horticulture,

(c} that the holding shall riot be divided,

subdivided, assigned, let or sublet ;

(d) that any periodical pnyments shall be
duly made.

The position is this that in any planned
scheme, communistic or capitalistic, the
rights  of cultivators must rest on the
performance of their obligations and that
~tenancy or membership of the co-opera-
tive association must terminate if the
terms of letting or membersbip are broken,
- The planning of tenancy within the capi-
talistic framework may be found in one
" small holdings movement in England and
Wales where County Councils are em-
powered to take the land which any
individual owns iti excess of 50 acres and
“to sell or lease it to a farmer in small
holdings.

Secondly, the principles of planning
are bound to be defeated if there are
grades among' ryots with different kinds
of rights, There may be stratification
according to the type of work or the
‘dregree of skill involved thereiq. Even
"in the “Kolhoz” wages are “scaled accor-
“ding to the type of work a member
performs or the degree of skill with which
he performs it.” In Bengal, for example
> there are rent-receiving ryots, that is,
ryots who live on rents and are not called
on to perform the task of cultivation.
This trick is the work of our Tenancy
Act. This gradation among ryots coupled
with different rates of rent and different
species of rights are inimical to any kind
of planning. '

—By SACHIN SEN

Thirdly, in any plannéed marketing
producers are asked to produce the
particular quality and quantity of crops
and to sell them to particular organisations,
Mairketing is organised and.planned not
necessarily to reduce the expenses of
marketing but to maintain a remuncrative
price. In the long run, ‘the maintenance
or the raising of.pri,c__es'f ‘can  only be
secured by control of supply. To improve
the technique of marketing the farmer's
control over production -and distribution
of produce is virtually abrogated; he is
left with the technical details of his
caltivation. By subsidy, by quota restric~
tion, by wmarket rcorganisation and by
tariffs, the quality, guantity and price of

‘agriculture “produce are maintained and

improved, and cultivators are to be
regimented accordingly. Even in a capita-
list country like England, this abandon-
ment of economic individuslism in the
field of agrienltural enterprise is frankly
found in the Agricultural Marketing

-Acts whereunder the farmer in respect

of the regulated products is tied to a
quota which is “based on his average of

‘a period receding more and ‘more into

the distance. He is not permitted. to
increase his sales by lowering his price :
whatever his efficiency and his cost of
production, he must stick to the figure
which secures profits for the most inefficient
farm which the Board sees fit to keep in
cultivation. If he goes-below this figure,

‘he is liable to the most ferocious penalties.”

When it is found that agriculture has
sunk low and agricultural depression has
sat tight in a most obstinate manner in a
free and competitive market, the case for
planning” of agriculture gathers inherent
strength., In India, where -agriculture
nurses the population, Government has
failed to nurse agriculture. - The- country
is economxcally laid low by agricultural
depression. The competitive struggle in
a frec market which is supposed to give a
continuous spur to efficiency and cost
reduction has failed to rescue agriculture
from the: meshes of depressing factors.
Government talks, agriciiltare declines,

( Continued on page 14.)
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- TESTS FOR LEFTISM

—By S. KR!SHNA IYER

There is a good deal of vagueness and
and confusion about leftism because it
has, to my knowledge, not yet been pinned
down to a specific definition.  That may
possibly be due to the tact that it is, or it
has been thought to be too elastic to be
comprehended by a hidebound  definition.
But on a close analysis it will be found
thut it has got to fulfil certain broad
tests. It the question is posed as to who
is & leftist, many<—genuine, spurious or

- indifferent—will come forward to chim
~ the honour of the badge. And it need
bardly be said that wll of them cannot
‘satisfy the tests. Then who is reallya
L ftist 2 For an answer thereto the whole
background of congregs politics has to be

reviewed very briefly for leftism, in its

India‘m sctting, has particular reference to

congress affairs only
In the first place, it ias got to be

carefully noted that Leftism is a relative

concept. There can be no Leftist where
there is no Rightist. The question will
naturally come up here, what arc the
broad distinctions that mark off the former
from ‘the latter ? They may, according to
the prevailing notions, be summed up as

follows :—(1) Idcologically the Leftist has

some definite ideas about the reconstrue-
tion of the socicty after the attainment of
national freedom ; the Righlist too, has
them but they donot tally with thosc of
the former. In the future order dreamt
of by the Leftist, all distinctions between
man and man will be rediced to a
minimum, if not to nil and every single
unit in tho socicty shall be alléwed all the
privileges for scll-cxpression. Whereas
it is presamed that according to the
conception of the Rightist, there will not

be -a. complete overhaul of the present

state of things ; only seme changes will be
effected hcre and  thero—no matter they
are very ; bxg ‘changes—-but the present
status gquo will sudstantiully continue
intact. (2) Sccondly, for the present, the
Rightist has given the impression that he
ig more in favour of achieving freedom for

the country by shreds and picces throngh -

‘negotintions and by constitutional methods
than having it whole at a time by one

mighty stroke on the citadel of enemy—a
procedure in which the Leftist is believed
to have full faith. It, therfore, appears
that the differences between the Left and
the Right are quite fundamental both in
regard to aims and metods. -

In this connection one is irresistably
reminded of the old Moderates and

- Extremists in the Congress, The Moderates

(that -strange species that has today
appeared as Liberals) had‘a pathetic faith

in the efficacy of prayers and petitions

while the Extremists were firm beliovers
in “dircet action.” It would, however, be
wrong to' suppose that the Lefti=t of
to-duy is only an up-to-date variant ol the
old Extremists, For, although the latter
aimed  at  complete .
{“complete autonomy free from DBritish
control”) and hoped to attain it through
“dircct “action,” they had no definite
ideas about the future reconstruction: of
the country, at any. rate, they. did vot
make them known to the people at lurge.
Perhaps they thought that once freedom
was achieved, it would frame its shapes
for itsclf.

It has got to bc made absolutely clear
that a genuine Leftist must satisly both
the tests laid down above. If desperate

courage and irrepressible desire for fight

alone would have constituted Leftism,
then Hitler-would be acclaimed as the
grentest Leftist in the world todny. But
no stretch of argument would give him
that honour since his ideclogy lacks in
the' very fundamentals of Leftism. On
the other hand, ideology alone, devoid of
the spark of fghtny zeal, would mako
one merely an intellectual recluse whose
fit place wonld be in the privacy of a
cultural association or at most in a_class-
ronm, but not in the thick of active
politics.

Boetween these two ' broad divisions
there are many other grades which ane
who cares to look around may ea-ily

find for himself. Thns, Pandit Nehra
talks Left but acts Right. Mr. M

Roy ( the doughty champion of alternative
leadership ) talks extreme Left bot at
crucial times finds it convenient to range

independence

“Money”

himself on the Rightist side. To the
broader public, as yet uninitinted into-
Roy~-ist mysteries, it naturally remains
an enigma as to how
ship” can be set up by virtually identi-
fying oneself with the Rightist. That’
brand of leadership automatically implies
a distinet stand, a  somewhat different
outlook and wide-spread propaganda for it
amoung the rank and file. If the differences
are inevitable, their implications have
to be accepted withont a demur. At any
rate, there is no sense in sccking quiet

M .
alternative leader-

security wnder the protective: wings of
a leadership that is sought to be replaced.
Those who do not dare go the full
length of their professions and have not
the frankness to admit it, have to fall
on the convenient deviee of tactics which
undoubtedly plays a very important part
‘in diplomacy. Lenin, thougp a commu-—
nist, was in favour of joining hands with
the Zeminders at one stage of the Russian
struggle. De Valern, though a declared
revolutionary, worked out the parlia-
mentary programme in right earnest. But
their was no mistake about their real aims.
As a matter of Lnct, whatever means one
may adopt for the time being, itis bound
to get the impact of thé real motive at
the back of the doer’s mind, Thus Lenin
did not let the Zeminders or the “Big
get the upper hand in Russian

affairs  with a revolutionary and not a

“roformist mentality.” After all,  the
masses in all  countries have a sure
instinct for what one really aims at,

through whatever means he many seek
to crown them with success,

The above lines have been penned with
a view to the fact that all should -learn. to
diseriminate the faked from the real. Tt
should never be forgotten” that all that
glitters is not gold.

1]
WANTED”
“Nationals (Woollen Mills) Limited,
Ludhiana. Appointing Agents, Salary
150/-, to sell Woollen Shawls Cloth and
Silk Goods. Bright Prospects. Apply
Shurp.”

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 292



FORWARD BLOC

18

'WHICH WAY TOWARDS PEACE ?

CALL AN INTER-NATIONAL WORKERS

We have heard of the talks of peace
in ‘Europe. The neutrals, Hlland and
Belgium, are the mediato's. Every nation
has already responded in its own way.
With. due applause to King ' Leopold’s

and Queen Wilkehnina’s humanitarianism,

Great Britain and Fiance have (x iressod
their earnest desire to stop the war
So too has Germary., Kach of those
warring camps has its own demands and
conditions, on the fulilment of which
the cessation of war depends. We have
as yot got no clear expression of the
peace-aims either from Germany or from
Groat Britain and France. In retrospect,
the Anglo-French policy affords us to
believe that Britain aud France will
ruthér prefer to ofter. Germany a variety
of economic bribes, ranging from a loan
to the joint exploitation of Africans and
the Chinese and an united anti-Soviet
Front, than iuflict a defeat ou Germauny
aud give the Gerinan Left their chunce.
Fo Germauy such bribes and baits are
absolutely . irrelevant,  Hitler’s ulm is
not profit, but power. The rautings
against “Bolshevie subhumanity” or the

ofticiul “ideology” of the Nuzi progrumme,

have little to ‘do with the shapiug ot the
Nazi policy. The realism of the Nuzi
pulicy has successfully been stolen irom
the intellectual arsenal of British Diplo-
macy.  So, we cannot establish peace
by any; “pence . terms” which 1bean

“appeascment” glossed over with a spuri-.

ous interuationalism.  We wust establish
it by following a fresh track. We must
throw light on the whole of the clue to
this peace. But before doing that let
us try to explain the cause behiud this
mediution of Hollaud and Belgiuw.

Holland, Belginw and Switelerland are ‘

all declared neutrals. But Holland’s neu-
trality differs from that of Belgium and

Switzerland,  Swiss neutrality is interna-

tionally gaaranteed; Duteh neatrality is not.
Holland has never accepted any offer of

a treaty guaranteeing its integrity fromany -

pation. It does not like that its integrity
should become the subject of necgotiations.

- Russtan alliance is relevant,

Belgiom had a technical military agree-
ment with France and was a signatory of
fo the Treaty of Loearno which, once
Germany had withduwn ffom it, looked
like. a unilateral treaty. So,” Belgium
needed Germany’s recognition of its

neutralitiy, lest the litter could do what'

it had done in 1914, and use the suspicion

a8 to Belgium’s neatrality as a pretext for

an attack. Again, thire are no military
agreements between Holland and Belgium,
Both have a totally differont system .of
defence which mukes co-operation .almost
impossible. Bejgium bhas a short eastern

frontier wdll-forti_ﬁed, but Holland has a -

very long eastern fronmtier without any
furtifioutions at all. Belgium can defend
itself on the outer line, but Holland mast
full buck upon the great rivers, aud
further, to the ivnundation=line, ‘which

lies well inland., ln these circumstances:

it is quite natural that cach of them will
be anxiously seurching for peace, particu-
Jarly when the menace of Nazism has
been driven out of the Baltic towards the

North~West by the Soviet Union. And

we have said before that we can have no

-peace on this track. At best we can have

another Versailles or Munich. But that
is not our aim.  That ought not to be.
Which way then we must take to have
peace ? )

The first step towards  realism in any.

discussion of'this “kind is to face the fact

thnt any concgssion whatever to Gerwany -

must thwart the realisation of this conteal
purpose. A Confercuce of all Powers
including  the Soviet  Uunlon, - shouald

" immediately be summoned to settle the

terns of peace.  Lost freadom of the
small states, like Ausiria and Czechoslo-
vakia, must be re juined. ~ The inteyrity of

- new Polund formed by the reil Polish

nation should be internationally. guaran-
teed. [n this respect, the arguments of Mr.

_H..N. Brailsford in favour of a ' New

League’ on the basis of Anglo-French-
But the

issue goes deeper ‘than that.  The

.nceeptance of .such terms will mean a

defeat for Germany, and, that will

-ineseapably lead to the full -of Hitler's
. regime

and a - social cataclysm, 'The
progressive forces of Germuny will have

“their say in the matter of shaping their

“inevitable.

. pose that an International

'CONFERENCE _
—By BENOY GHOSE

conntry’s. Government,  British- Tories
abhor siuch an upheaval. We are remindded
of Mr. Lloyd George's warnings in 1933
after the victory of Hitlerism :
powers suceecd 'd in overthrowing Nazism
in Germany, what would follow ?
Conservative, Socialist . or Liberal regime,
but extreme communism. - A communist
Germany wonld ‘be infinitely more for-

midable than' a Communist Russia “(Zimes,

Sept. 23, 1933). Here is mirrored the
typical British Tory mentality. So, it is
expeeted that there will be “share out”
propusals and Nazi Germany will be given
a share in exploiting the colonial peoples.
Brituin .and France will erush the social
revolution which will follow the military
defeat of Hitler, and replace Hitlerism by
an  equally renctionary  government,
dancing at the sweet pipings of the Anglo~
French policy. . '

80, the responsibility of -establishing
prace, ultimat ly rests with the common
prople, the workers of all countries, the
masses,  Fascism is not inevitable, It is
certainly not a necessary stage of capitalist
development through which all countries
must have to pass, We have seen in
Russia that the social revolution can fore-
stall fascisin,  But if the social revolution
is delayed or betrayed, Fascism becoines
Cuapitulism in its deeay breeds
fascism, which carces forward the
contradictions  of  existing cluss society
to their most extrune pomt.
talist state then lives in a state of perman-

ent civil war, .

Earope of today presents this pictare.
The ¢apitalist countries are on the thres-
hold of internal revolt, - Germany is
rotten-ripe for this socinl revolution. It
must not be delayed o erushed. Old
blutiders mnst- not be committed again,
The liberation of the German masses can
ba the only basis of peace. ‘The libera-
tion of the colonial peoples ean be its only
cffective guuarantor.  or "this, we have
shown that a revolutionary chahge in the
Anglo-French poliey is needed. That means
the Tories of lingland and spokesinen of
the “hundeed tawmilies” of France must be
replac d by People’s Governments, For
the reulisution of this end, thutis, for
the establishment of true peace, we pro-
) Workers’
Conference should {mmediately be called,
tf possible befure the Conference of the
Powers proposed above. The Internati-
onal Workers’ Conference should map
out a definite programme of action with a
viaw to securing peace. The wordy of
Lenin on the eve of the October Revolution

apply with tremendous foroe in the world .

situation of today—"Deluy means Death,®

M1t the

Nota .

The capi--
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(Continued from page (1)
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It is for Government to plan; it -is for
Government to executs; Lhe fundamental
postulates of planning have been recitcd
only to show that Planning is not an easy

ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE
96 B, Clive St, _ Calcutta.

NI T T e e

job. A mere broker cannot deliver goods i{g - 29, Strand Road. ) Phone :— Cal. 1842,

unless the seller and buyer are agreed. 55 g{g

No planning scheme can work unless {gg » - Sole Prop :— )

Government and the people are ready, Q P. C. SEIN. f
N S Ssmsaas

But the need for planning is most urgent
as our country is limping from insolvency

to famine condition. The difficulties THE CALCUTTA COMMERC[AL BANK, LTD.

inberent in planning do not extinguish our .
responsibilities ; they  further more Head Offize :—2, CLIVE GHAT STREET, CALCUTTA.

emphasise the need for pragmatic thinking ' ‘ A SCHEDULED BAN Kl

and constructive movement.

Be it noted that there are no absolute BRANCHES
: . plans applicable to all countries irrespec- Bengal: Bengal : Bengal: L]P_- Caleurta:  Assam ; Behar : Behar :
: tive of objective realities. Take the case %{vmemingh garakir %a;nah)ur Benares Mﬁlniktala Sunamganj Pakut Bhagalpur
H 3 y ol ¢ arayanganj arisa alpaiguri  Lucknow. Kalighat Karimganj  Sahibganj Monghyr
i . '°£ Bengal she has agmeultural population Sirajgan] - Maldah Netrokona . Baranagore Sylhet Katihar Dumka
! { excluding rent-receivers } of 81 mllhons Kishoreganj Dacea  Tangail ’ Barabazar Patna Deoghur
] g
i . ' e 0 a LY
; - rout of 51 millions of the total populatious. 'nf&resf on Savings Bank Alc. paid a 3% par annum

The total net area croppud in Bengal is a Withdrawable lay Cheques.
little more 24 milhon acres, This means Interest o’c' Fixed Dcpoms paid at the rate of 4 to 6% per annum.

an acre bas to maintain 13 persons. The “Rs. 600 paid on iay;veni of Rs, 5 per month for 8 years
i .country, where density of agricultural in the Provident Deposit account.
population is high‘ | is  not - suited 3 Yoars Cash Certificate for Rs, 100 sold at Rs, 84 (eighty-four),

L for collective farming  which  will ' ' N
: . "inevitnbly cogtribute to displacement SRR A TR T AT R SERAARRAR AR

[ " of agricultural workers whose engrafting ” . ]

i in other industries may not be an; easy il I dl Beltlng & Cotton Mllls Ltd. )

! task. Agriculturally situated as DBengal [{{ '
is, she tends more to “small holding” qg 14' CL'VE STREET' CALCUTTA.

farming. This is mentioned only to indicate { ;

how the successful laying down of a
planned scheme depends on recognition of

DIRECTORS

1. Sj Sarat Chandra Bose, BAR-«T LAwW, M.L.A,

the innate peculiarities of the particular
. co‘;r'!try P P Chairman of the Board of Dircctors
i ¥ . “1. ' Woodburn Park, Caloutta,
In the scheme of plonned agrl(‘".‘lmre 2. Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi Kt. M.L.A, 5. Sj. Tara Prasanna Bhanﬁfhn\gy%,M
B. D.T.

Dey Street, Serampur
6.- Sj. Atul Behari Goswami, B.L.
Hony. Magistrate.
New Gate Street, Serampur
1. 8§, Ganga Vishnu Swaika
Partner—Ramdas Mahadeo Frosad
& Swaika Oil Mills,
.39, Cotton Street, Calcutta
8. Sj. Bibhuti Bhusan Mukerji {Ex-officio)
Proprietor The Mill Stores & Belting Co.
16, Nakuleswartala Lane, Kalighat

the cultivator, because tilier is father and Zamindar & Merchant
land mother of material wealth. DBut to 18, Canal Street, Entally, Calcutta
accelerate the productive activity “of the 3. Sj. Kanai Lal Goswami,
cultivator, the' State must fashion its Zamindar, Chairman Local Board
N . & Municipality, Serampur & -
policy to extend Joans, machinery, ex{‘?et’t Vice.Chatiman District
advice and guidance to him. To yield
‘the . utmost result, that policy ‘is to be
planned, . 'and this gives birth to planncd
‘economy.

ey
T
ST

AT T T

Board, Hoogly, etc.
“Serampur, Hoogly. -
4. Sj. Alamohan Dass :

(

}
it is very important to. know the role of v (Central)
" Proprietor Das Brothers

S é Director Bharat Jute Mills Ltd, & India Caleutta
s erTERiERs §§§ : » 2"“*‘:‘? §°~C‘-td~ - 9. Sj Sati Bhusa Banerjee (Ex-oficio)
i _ , Strand Road, Calcutta, . Proprictor Banerjee & Sons
Phone :—B. B. 371, (i ' 14, Clive Street, Calcutta

Managing Agents :—

MUKERJI, BANERJEE & Co.
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. ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS -
221, CORNWALLIS STREET
CALCUTTA.

' D. RATAN & CO. f
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From Poona I took the night train to
Dharwsr and Hubli. When morning
dawned, I found the train wending its
way through mountain scenery at several
places. It was:wet and chilly—but in
gpite of it, I felt enchauted by the surro~
unding country side. The wayside stations
had expectant crowds who demanded short
speeches. ‘'We went straight to Dharwar
where we alighted.

I had a busy programme for Karnatak
and T covered the major portion of the
province—excluding the Bijapur District—
partly by train and partly by car. While
the province was new to me, I could not
claim personal intimacy with most of our
comrades there. Nevertheless, they were
exceedingly cordial and enthusiastic, Asa

matter of fact, the volame of masg support

which I found for the Forward Bloc came
as a pleasant surprise to me. Along with
many outsiders I was under the impre-
ssion that ‘since Sjt. Gangadhar Rao
Deshpande was the outstanding leader
of the Karnatak Congress,

You will have to move forward all the
time if you want to be always in the
forefront. Again and agdin throughout
my all-India tour did I feel how rapidly
the composition of the Congress was
changing-and new anti-imperialist forces
were springing up and how quickly the
political aspect of India- was changing
along with them. ~If this had been
equally realised by the older leaders,
perhaps our political progress. would have
been more speedy and simaltaneously
devoid of internal friction.

I do not know if it will be generally

‘admitted that the character of a revolution

ini a country is determined by the nature

of the forces opposing and resisting.

progress and that the lattet in turn is
determined by the psychology of the
leaders and of the -existing government.
Where the psychology. of the leaders or
of the government is inelastic or static,
the obstacles to progress are more formi-
dable and the reaction to -them is conse-

moved. It was a sight that -could "not

< but thrill a living soul.

As far as my rocollection goes, the
meeting was presided over Sjt. 8. K.
Hosmani, Prosident of the Karnatak
Provincial  Cougress .Committee and
member of the Central Asgsembly. In any
oase, I clearly remember . that he was
gitting at my side. After the function,
we had a closed-donr. conference of the
sympathisers of the Bloe-which Sjt. 8. K.
Hosmani atténded. He was unanimously
offered the Pres‘idgntship of the Provincial
Organising Committee of the Bloc which
hekindly accepted. The news came as g
bombshell to Rightist ocircles in the
province who had never expected that n
sane, sober, prudent and elderly person
like ‘8it. Hosmani. would join a group of
‘eebels’ like the Forward Bloc. Most
interesting was the rémark he made to
me to the effect that if disciplinary action’
was taken ngainst the President of the
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee,
then another  President was
needed to

the Bloc would not perhaps
make much headway there.
But, as in other provinces,

=By

" SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE:

Besides Sjt. Hosmani we
found ‘enthusiastic workers in
8jt. Mandgi and 8jt. Idgunji.

things had changed beyond n

From Karnatak I returned -

recognition there also. Owing
to the progress of mass
awakening, new forces and new elements
had come into our movement. Moreover,
other anti-imperialist organisations had
«come inty existence during the last fow
years. Those who could not keep pace
with the march of time, could not adapt
themselves to the changing composition of
‘the Coungress and could not link up with
other s.nti—imperiixliac orgraisations, were
gradually being eclipsed by more progre-
ssive and dynamic personalities. It
appeared to me—and I hope I am. not
misjudging the situation~that older lea-
ders like Sjt. G. R. Deshpande, in spite
of their past sactifice and service, were
getting out of touch and out of tune with

the rising generation who will, after all,

make India’s future. Many of us are
liable to forget that Politics is after all
something dynamic and ever-changing.
If you rest on your oArs and on the
strength of your past sacrifice and service,
claim a position for yourself for all time,
you will surely land yourself in disaster.

quently more strong and stubborn. There
are signg that the opposition within the
Congress to further progress is growing
from day to day and this should give rise
to serious concern in every quarter, If
this  opposition is somehow removed,
‘then India will march forward with rapid

.strides and  with one sweep will ‘pass
through both the - political and- socio- -

economic phases of her movement. Other-
wise much sorrow and suffering will be in
store for ug, '

“T'o come back to our story. Beginning
at Dharwar I finished my tour at Be}gaum‘.
The weather was not altogethér favourable.
Nevertheless, when we reached Belgaum,
there was wild enthusiasm. The educa-
tional institutions had all closed down

- for the day and excitement in the town
was

at its height. - After a mammoth
gathering of students I went to the public
meeting. It was raining cats and dogs
but the buge concourse though drenched

to the skin, despite umbrellas, hardly

to  Bombay via Poona.
On  reaching Bombay I found
that a storm had broken out over my
statement on -the Prohibition Scheme of

the Bombay Government which I had. .

issued early in July when T left for my
Poona and Maharashtra tour. My state~
ment had been ‘misrepresented in certain
iveles and political capital was being
made out of it. Some  hostile papers did
not have the decency to publish the whole
of it before proceeding to attack me,
Singee its inception the Forward Bloc had
been making such headway ‘that it had
caused - consternation in certain circles.
'How were they to -arrest its progress——
was tho question. My statement on the
Prohibition - Scheme gave them a con-
venient stick to beat me with.

. ( To be continued)

oo sa.

stand by - him. -
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FORWARD BLOC NEWS

FORWARD BLOC
Warking Commitiee Maeting
On Nov. 24
A meeting of the Working Committee
of the All-India “Forward Bloc” will, it
is announced, be -held in Calentta on
November 24, .

MR. V. DAYAL TRIPATHII
‘fForward Bloc” Secr;ehry Arrn}:}ed

Mr. Vishamber Dayal Tripathi, Se-
cretary, All-India Forward Bloc and
member U. P. Congress- War “‘Council
" was arrested on the 11th under Sections
124-A and 153-A LP.C. at Bangermow,
states a Unao message.

MANOHARPUR ‘FORWARD BLOC’

" 8j. Dilip Bose, of .Manoharpur
(Singhbhum) had a talk with 8j Subhas
Bose on Tuesday morning in connection
with . the opening ~the Manoharpur,

“Forward Bioc” office.
8j. Bose has consented to visit Mono-

harpur at an early date.

LEFTIST LEADERS ON TOUR
Klsa'n. Meetings In Patna Disﬁ-‘id

~ Bwami Sabajananda Saraswati, Genoral
Secrctary of the All-India Kisin Subha,
Pandit - Shecl Bhadra Yajee, M.L.A,
General Sceretary of the Bihar Provineial
Forward Bloc and 8j. Ram Jatan Siuha,
General Sceretary of the Patna District

. Kisan Subha are touring and addressing
Kisan meétings in Barh and Bihar Sub-

divisions of the Patna District, o
They addressed meetings at Bihar

Sharif and Nauanda and exhorted the

people to be ready for the next fight.

Meetings were - held on the 10th at
Harna and at Rups under the president-
ship of Pandit Sheel Dhadra Ynjee.
Swamiji, Pandit Yajee and 8j. Sinha spoke
at length on the presenb political sxtuatxon
of India and advised the Kisans to be well
organised to be able to take effective part
in the next independence struggle.

Mectings were also held at Usafa and
Hilsa on the 11th,.

DACCA FORWARD BLOC

- Visited By Sj. Subhas Bose

Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose. visited the
Dacea  District  Forward Bloe office
vesterday at about 12 -noon. Several
thousand of persons were waiting in the
Nawabpur Road in the blazing sun to have
a ‘dursan’ of the “idol of the nation”. In
the Bloc office, S8jts. Nilkamal Chakra~
borty, Satish Chandra  Chakraborty,
Ganendra Chandra Bhattacharya, Bhabesh
Chandra Nundy, Nikunja Sen and other
respectable gentlmen were present. The
Forward Bloc volunteers presented a
‘guard of honour’ to 8. Bose. 8j. Nundy
explained to Sj Bose the progress of the
work of the Bloc in this district. Sj.-Bose
discussed with the workers of the Bloo
the aim and object of the IForward Bloc.

He left the office at about 12-45 p.m. and

after a short stay on the way, Subhas
Babu proceeded to Narayanganiin a- car,
accompanicd - by 8j, Bhabesh  Chandra
Nuandy and 8j. (xam,ndm Bhatteharya,

Sj. Bose was given a hearty sendoff
by a Jarge number of Congressmen and
pubhc at \1 arayanganj Steamer Station.
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 The Truc Indxa By C F. Andrews.
George Allen & Uowin Lid. 6s., London.
A true lover of Iudm, Rev. Andrews
‘has done much towards building up - the
bulwark of good will and better under-
standing between India and West. His
earlicr works on Mahatma Gandhi and
Indian problems are a tribute to the genius
of freedom-loving Englishmen and England
. can really. boast of Rev. Andrews. Tor the
last few years propagauda . agents of
Imperxahsm have  been busy.representing
India in the lurid ¢olonr, 'In West anti-

Iudian literature ‘is found in abundance’

and the propaganda films, though few.iu
number, huve positively harmed the case
of India, The new start in the sphere of
vilification was given by Miss Mayo whose
work was timed just before the enquiry

into Indian Reforms. Mothér India carned

her cheap notoriety and in suceeeding
years' the rank of propaganda  agents
‘gwelled up. Appalling 1gnomnce,grmdmg
poverty; corroding superstitions are {acts
‘which no sane person would disown. - But
who is primarily responsible for all these ?
How to end thxs lamentable state of things ?
These are the questions left unanswerd
by the proporranda agents. Criticism of
Indian problems should be actuated by
the desire to discern the motive beneath
the surface of things. Rev. Andrews’
pesent book is a reasoned reply to the lying
propaganda. He h
problems in the true perspective snd has
- disrupted the fictions with the -help of
historical data. In Mahatma Gandhi Rev.
Andrews finds the symbol of awukencd

India and he has offercd some basic explan~

ations of non-violence, The question
of Indian poverty has been discussed in
a realistic spirit and the author, though
opposed to large-<cale industriulization,
advoceates the combination of agriculture
and industry that has been worked out
with remarkuble success in  Deumark
and Bwitzerland. Hindu-Moslem question
is a kootty problem aud it is difficult to

break through the tangled skein and Rev. |
Audrews has discovered the origin of -

troubles deep-seated in orthodoxics. But
this is also n superficial view of the

unbappy problem. Is it not basic to the

ystem that trades upon the ignorance
and fanaticism of the people ? He has

has approached Tndian-

BOOK REVIEWS
catalogued the weak traits of Indian
character, though.these are not the same

- ag those ‘placarded’ by the hostile critics

in West.  Ouae of the greatest faults,
writes Rev. andrews, which has become
ingmincd owing to centuries of subjection,
and is still theré beneath the surface,

i§ the habit of submissivencss and
apathy, in face of growing, instend
of its fearless, active condemnation of
wrong. Here we are more inclined to

agree with Rev. Andrews and point out the
danger of non-violence to the people. He
stinds for the. abolition of joint-family
and caste-system and thus writes on- the
evils of joint-fawily : “One ".serious
consequence of the confined” atmosphere
where the family rather the naticn is the
final unit, hs been the lack of _cohesion
and unity in any great public cause. Not
only do the ties of the f.um}y prove too

strong, but the. public cause itself is left

in abeyance for personal and family
reasons.” India is an organic wholeand
diversity of languages and races does not
‘obscurs onencss, . Andrightly the author has
questioned the “divine mission of Britain
in India:” “Neither by . differences of
language, nof race, nor religion has there
been as yet such a pronouncid cleavage

“in India as to imply that the presence

of a third party, suc¢h as Britain, is per-
]ﬁetually needed in order to’ keep peace
...... those w0 w'tnessed the vast Congress
athering at Haripura, where friction

was redaced to a minimum, and a spirit,

of unity prevailed throughott, can have

*little doubt that Iudians from all the
-provinces are learning that discipline from
~within which

is ‘essential  for all true

national life.”
have emptied venom upon Indm should
read the book, and even Indians should

respectfully listen to the sympathetic

. criticism ofone who s one of the bast
Tndians and " noblest Englwhxmn at the

same mne.

BENG ALI

Sahitye Biplab By Biren Das, Published
from 114/1, Amherst St. Caloutta,

The book under review sots forth
within & short cou pass the changes that
have, ‘come over the outlook of modern

. writers. The prezeut age is one of social °

' poverty.

- The subject

~The . hostile critics who~

P

storm and stress-brought in-its trail by
the Industrial Ruvoluciou which - has made
a few roll i wealth and has thrown the
remaining vast miltitudes into soul—kﬂhng
T'herefore, tac modern writer
hias neither the time nor the inclination to
take aeriul flights on the wings of fancy.

‘A broad sociul outlook is essential for his

art. .~ But he hasto be carcful, for the
sulce of his vocation, not to. be a stark
propagandist. The -authior has quite
suitably put down all these ideas in his
book. But the tréatise is very sketchy

for which possibly he has not been able

to go into a detailed discussion of the
various irends-in moderu  literature as
réleeted in-its outstanding ropresentatives,
is quite big and very impor-
tant and calls for thorough treatment in
Bengali. 4sa preliminary dmcourso the
book has its importance.

The styic of the author is.. mnrked by
simplicity qnd lucidity. - The book,_ though
very small, is undeniubly o welcome addi-
tion to the critical literature in Bengali,

NOTICE

-Publishers and authors

~are kindly requested +to
‘sendtwdpopiesdfeachboOK

for review. We
undertake the responsibi-
11ty of reviewing any book

if two copies are not sent

cannot

1o us. We always try to
have the books. reviewed
promptly.

RE WONOERFULLY CURED BY THE MIRACULOUS -
SPECIFIC OF FAMOUS. LEPER-SPECIALIST

Pr.RAMPRAN SHARMA KAVIRAJ.

ASKR  FOR FREE BOOKLET.

ADORESS.- HOWRAH KUSTHA- KUTIR
KHUPUT—DHARMATOLA HOWRAH
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. 49-L, Dharamtola Street, Calcutta.
Business Notice

The Forward Bloe is published from
Calentta every Saturday and is  sold
throughont India at one anna per copy.

' Rates of subscription (including

postage), (Payable in advance)

Annual .o Re 4/-

Half yearly ... Rs 2/~

Qnarterly ... Re 1/-

Foreign .... 10 shillings (annual)

Complaints  of non-receipt of any
week’s issue should reach this office by
Wednesday following  quoting the
subscriber’s number. }

ADVERTISEMENT RATE
Advertisements will be based on the
inch soale, the charges being calculated
at the following rates provided a minimuam
consumption of 100 column inches per
annum is guaranteed (Position not
guaranteed)
100"—250"
951"—and above . Re 2/- 7 7
Below 100"andcasual Rs, 4/8 » 7
Advertise:ients appearing below or
adjoining reading matter will be specially
charged ; Ratlways, Shipping. Govern-
ment, State, Military, Court, Legal;
Municipal, iocal Boards, Co-operative
Societies, Personal, Patents rade-mark

[
« !

and Notification of Public ani Corporate

Bodies displayed Advertisements in the

Frount Page will be chtirged at Rs. 5/ per
column inch per insertion. .

Front Page Fall ... Rs 60/- Box ... Rs 5/~

» ” 1/2 ... Rs 35/- )

Inside Pages :—

‘ Full  ..Rs 45/-

Halt .. Rs 23/-

Quarter .. Rs 15/~

Rates for special position on application.

All remittances should bo mwade to the
Mansger. ,

Tepms are strictly CASH, or Value
Payable on delivery by post,

Those who feel compelled to - send
Cheques on .. Banks situated outside
‘Caloutta will ploase send annds eight
extra for Bank Commission.

Editorial Notice

All commnnications intended for
publication in- the Forward Bloc should
be addressed to the Editor and not. to
individual members of the Staff. .

All ' such communications should be
accompanied by the name and address of

the writer not necesearily ‘for publication -

but us a gharantee of good faith.
In preparing M. 8. 8. for the Press

correspondents are requested to write on

one. side 'of the paper only. :

The Editor cannot be responsible for
the return of  rejected communications,
though, as far as practicable they will be

returned when stamped and addressed .

snvelopes are enclosed,

Rs. 2/8 per inch

G RAV & GO. |

.

|

INDIA’S

FAMOUS MAKERS

ST OF
Fire and Burglar-Proof Steel Safes, Chests,
Cabiixets,'Shong Rooms and Gates,
Locks and Padlocks of Chests and
~ Almirahs and Jewellery.

'We have newly “discovered th"at with the
help of Oxygen our Safes cannot be opened.

During the Hindu-Mussalman riots in Calcutta, Cawnpore, Chittagong and’ Dacca despite all

their efforts, Goondas could not break open Almirahs made by us. This is our test
as it is guarded with Armour Steel so Dacoits and thieves cannot break it.

Ilustrated Catalogne is sent on reqgitest.
Office +—70/1, Clive St. Caleutta, Factory 1—

Itadangs Main Road, Calcutta, Phone 1 Cal. 1832,

TIEUTT Y

S I T T T T S TR T e T

. ¥

LR A X ML TR BEAR e
— | IS THE ONLY
)< | BODY BUILDER

47, RAJAR CHAWK, CALCUTTA.

Directed By Sir. P.- C. Roy.

: THE -
'THE BENGAL SALT CO., LTD.

5, Clive Ghat Street, Calcutta.

“*“Bengal Salt’’ has caphﬂed the Calcutta market.
Share selling closes by Dec. 1939.

Apply for prospectus with share application form.

For any class of Insurance

NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO., LTD.

is the concern you should <onsult because it is India's

Largest Composite Insurance Company.

CALCUTTA BRANCH :’
9, CLIVE STREET.

HEAD OFFICE :
BOMBAY.
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Letter To The Editqr

Next Working Committee

To : . )
The AEdil‘or, Forward Bloc
B,

The next.-meeting of the Working

'Committee of the Congress comes off

within a few days. The Committce shall
have to take very important decisions this
time ; as a matter of fact, the fate of the
Indian nation will be largely determined
by those decisions. ;

.The affairs of the Congress have now
come to a sorry stalemate. The Govern-
ment, instead of precisely declaring their
war aims, have resorted to a good dedl
of quibbling. Or pethaps I underrate
the fact, for has not Lord Zetland in
his-latest pronouncement quite unequivo-
cally said that the Government are not
prepared to forego their obligations in
India and let her frame her own Constitu~
tion ? However Mahatma Gandhi and
other leaders may fretand foam, the
Government have not found it necessary
to stray even a bit from their wonted
way, to change even s jot of their old
methods. They still “talk in the language
of the eighteenth century” and act
accordingly.

On the other side, the Congress
Ministries have resigned. Of course, they
are still hoping that a settlement will soon
be struck up between the Congress and

“the Government and they will be returning

to their offices. I am told that the Ministers
in. the United Provinces are openly
proclaiming that they are soon coming
back totake their places iu the secretariat.
Presumably other Ministries too, are
thinking like that. That indicates quite
unmistakably that the High Command —for
the Congress Ministries are but its

faithful retinue—is .only too eager fora

compromise with the Government.

But compromise on what basis ? The
first question that comes up in this
connection is, what is going to be the

outcome of the forthcoming Nehru-Jinnah |

talks ? Will they bear fruit ? Mr, Jinnah’s
Id-day pronoundement in the eourse of
which he said, “If I touch politics right
it is only to tell you, as a word of advice,

that we have our rights and our claims

in a future India. But wé shall not be
obstinate about them for obstinacy will be
the negation of that spirit of love: and
to]:eration whichi should- fall upon us on
this day”—may lead one to expect that he
has somewhat softened down and therefore
a'settlement with him is not outside the
pale of probability. ‘Of course, it may
not be discreet to take the Id-day gush
of generogity on the part of Mr. Jinnah
as the expression of his normal sentiments;
The truth, on the contrary, possibly lies
the other way. But accepting for the sake
of arpument that he is genuinely anxious
to arrive at a settlement with the Congress
and present a united demand to the Govern-
ment, will that be readily accepted and
given cffect to ? Is it not quite probable
that ‘the Government in that case will

raise the question of the Princes’ rights.

and again complicate the. situation ? The
whole thing boils down ultimately to this :

will the Government agree to the summon- -

ing of a Constituent Assembly based on

-National

Meeting

the widest possible adult “franchise and
let India frame her own Constitution
through it ? If not, will the Congress and
the League go in for a  nation-wide
straggle 2 Will Pandit Neheru insist on
this condition before he enters into an
agreement, if possible, with Mr, Jinnah ?
According to Mahatma Gandbi and
Rashtrapati Rajendra .-Prasad, non-co-
operation with the GCovernment has
already begun. with the resignation of

Congress Ministries. Now the inherent -

logic of the- situation should push the
Congress on to the end. But will it
vacillate in the midway and thus let the
j Demand be whittled down ?
With or without the Lengue the Congress

shall have to forge ahead to.the ‘goal. The .

country, therfore, expects a suitable lead
from the Working Committee at this

“eritieal juncture in the history of the

nation. Muy the Committee rise to the
height of the occasion and justify itself.

XX

OR A HUNDRED YEARS AND MORE
THE TEA TABLE HAS PROMOTED THE
FINER SORT OF SOCIABILITY, WHICH THE
BOTTLE HAD THREATENED TO FORBID |

A. TOSH & SONS
CALCUTTA & RANGOO

that s ,why
TOSH’S
CTEA

TRADITION IN EVERY HOME
CLUB AND HOTEL

asthma.
_greatly benifited by it.

Calcutta.

No Remedy Is better than
in case of any weakness of brain, mnerves uixd heart. It
promptly relieves vertigo, sleeplessness and palpitation of heart and
As it strengthens memory, students and brain workers are
There is nothing like neurel to give new

energy to both body and mind. Phial Rs; 1/12. To be had of
DESHBANDHU MEDICAL HALL

128D, Maniktola Road,
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‘ 2 Vi s T /| Indian Ferro Concrete: Co.
. A I , ' ! For “IFCCO” BIG ROOFING

T

in accordance with Ayurvedic principles. The institution reflects great credit on - :

Babu Mathura Mohan Chakravarty, whose cnterprise has brought Ayurvedic D N BOSE’S HOSIERY
medicines within the reach of the poor. I wish all success to the institution which ¢ A%

' he has built up after so much enterprise and hard labour for a long period. The

.8uccess of Sakti Oushadhalaya, Dacea, means the popularity of Ayurveda throughout
the country and this in its turn means the relief of suffering humanity.” :

. ‘ ] TILES ‘
LlMlTED. . . The Most S<ieniif!c & Economic Tiles For Roofing
Head Office : —CALCUTTA. oo NO TEE—NO CENTERING—
o : o NO CEILING PLASTER
Prrowg e (O ¢ 1
Proxg-: Car, 2258 ( 8 lines ). ; Recommended by eminant
. ) : Engineers, Tasted by Govt.
» BRANCHES ALL OVER » Also R. C. Door & Window
BENGAL. BEHAR, U. P, DELHI & ASSAM. 3‘ | frames & R C. Beams
ALL KINDS OF BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED. S T
Mr. K. N. DALAL - Managi’ng Dlreddr. : gg 18, Raja Woodmunt Street, Calcutta. .
- ; W’“‘—m Phone Cal. 1946.
L. E 3
DESHA-GAURAB S StORCAL, PRy
Subhas Chandra Bose e
L BIEIEIC
a

Pus :—D. M. LIBRARY.

ADHYAKSHA MATHUR BABU’S

SAKTI OUSHADHALAYA
DACCA.

i

Calcutta: Cancer Institute

All kinds of Cancer, Tumour and Sarcoma
are very successfully treated here. Many have
been radically cured. Apply for free literature
to the principal, Rajvaidya Probbakar Chatto-
padhy, M.A. 172, Bowbazar St, Calcutta.

T visited the Sakii Oushadhalaya Dacea, to-day and was very kindly shown , Phone.4039 B. B.

ound the premises. Indegenous medicines are prepared here on a large scale and

FACTORY——

B érqps +—Mathuramohan, Lalmohan, and Sd/. Subhas Chandra Bose. V'& PADM4
Phanindramohan Mukhopadhyay Chakravarty Dacea, 6-6-1939, .{3‘ @,p
- : : 3 RN 7
& w3
 GANJEES

BEST BY ALL TESTS.

e e

( : g
’ ;% ‘Manufacturers of silicate Soda, Plaster of Paris, Soft Soap and Talc Powder.
i

| ALL KINDS OF BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED 0 36/1A, SARKAR LANE,

Branches :—Chandpur « Puranbazar » Bajapti « Baburhat » Matlabgunj CALCUTTA.

Sonapur (Noakhali) » Taltala = Lohajong « Kidderpur v Gardenreach = ‘ PH()}!E: B. B. 2165.
Y R Ao o e e e o et 2
— —— e )
| CALCUTTA MINERAL SUPPLY CO., LTD. !
s ' _ 31, JACKSON LANE, CALCUTTA, .
5 Tef]egum —CHINAMATI, Telephone i—Q#fice 1397 B. B,
§ Calcutta. o ) : . Works 1592 B. B,
{ i . : v Co Residence 4627 B, B.
I ‘Dealers in Indian Minerals and Mineral Products also Raw materials for Soap.

FOR RATES AND PARTICULARS ENQUIRE OF

2? | H. DUTT & Co.—Mg. Ageits.
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