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~interesterd

Whom they {ight?
‘As I glanced through this
mhraing’s papers, certain incong-
raons things strack my eye. On
the first page—nd parhaps in order
of impoyrtance—z- ma3s the resolu-
tion on  the  Congress attitude
the British Government.
Then follows the time-table of the
Ramywch Congress.  Thereafter we
coms across a lengthy rssolution
on ths Bengal Provincial Congress
Commistee.

The most significant sentence
in the first resolntion is as

- follows :—*“The Working Committes

will continue to explore all rueans
of arriving at an honourable settle-
ment, even though the  British
Governmsnt has bangel the door
in ths fase of the Chngrass™, which
whsn paraphrased should  read
“We shall continue t7 lick the
fest of the DBritish Government
even though we have been kicked
by them.”

This is not Politics as we under-
stand it or as the mylern world

“undsrstan s it—"ut perips 16 is

in accord snce  with - Biblieal or
Vaishuavie traditions.  Such a
policy mny appeal to one ortoa
fow persons—but will it be accept-
ahle t» the nation that is more
in fresdom, whigh is
a lifesandl-death question, than in
the whims of
remaius to be seen if the Indian
people will repudiate a policy that
demswls that we should lick the
feet that kick us.

In the same resnlution appears
the llowing :(—“The Working
Committee desire to make it -clear

that the true test of preparedness -

for Civil Disohedience lies in
Congres<men themselves spinning
anl promoting the cause of Khadi
to ths exclusion of mill-cloth and

desminy ‘it their duty to establish -

barmny between the Communities

sy personal acts of service to. those

&her than memhers of their own

cmmunity and individeal Binda -

Cagressmen seeking an occasion

‘organisations

‘violent or non-violent.

for fraternising with Harijans as
often as possible. The Congress
and  Congressmen
should, therefore, prepare for
future - action by promoting this
programme...... »
. When we came to this part of
the resolution, we rubbed and
rubbed our eyes and once again
lanced at the date of the paper—
%«'uvember 24, 1989. So in the
year of grace 1939, a politieal party
of the stature and .importance of
the Indian National Congress can
Fub forward such a wonderful plan
or preparing * the coontry for

to enlistment of volunteers-—no talk

.of cadres for a' programme of

Direct Action. Thers is no appeal
to one’s higher self which can send
& theill through his nerves and

_steel him for suffering and persecu-

tion. There i3 not s word abyut
orllection of funds either, which
‘are the sinews of war, whether
There is
no direction, either, to wind up
other unimportant affairs and clear
the decks for action. We are told

.insteyl that the preparations for

the Ramgarh Congress, including
the. election of delegates, Presi-
dential election etc. are to go on
‘apace—as if nothing has happened
or is to happen. But the Indian

people are no longer as politicully
Jignorant or unsophisticated tolay

as they were some time back., Dues
not even a child know today that
in a war emergency, ‘the first step

“to be taken by any QGovernment or
‘Party is to postpone elections sine
Cdie?

individnals ? It -

“Agninst this background stand
in bold relief the statements issued

from time to time by prominent.

members of the Working Com-
mittee,  including  Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, to the effect that they hope
and trost that it will soon be

- possible for the Congress Ministers

to go back to office.  What longing,
tearful eyes they must still have

" t0 continue thinking -of the vaeant

chair in such an atmosphere and in

" “the midst of such an emergency.

One wonders if they are losing all
sense of national self-respect. . And
one is surprised and pained beyond

_measure to ‘he reminded that in

the midst of this tragic scene stands

the lone figure of the ex-revolu-

Direct Action. There is noreference °

tionary, ex-Leftist leader of India
who bad once emphatically declared
to a worshipping world that, in no
circumstances  would he accept a
seat on a homogeneous ~Cabinet,
whether of the Right or of the Left.
Who can tell us if “this solemn
declaration could be reconciled
~with his present stand—his complete
identification with the Rightist -
"elemeunts in the Congressand his
complete  disavowai -of the Left-
movement in the country ?

Let us therefore be perfectly
plain and  brutally frank, despite
the danger of trewding on others’
corns. Nothing will be gained by
mincing matters in this faseful honr
of our national history. Such
“resolutions of the Working Commi-
ttes are mere verbosity, caloulated
o hoodwink and bluff the innocent
people "of this country. Mabatma
Gandhi has been consistently telling
g for a year or wore that a
national struggle is out -of the
question and that the country is not
prepared for it—though it is a moot
guestion as to who is not prepared,
the country or the sh'n'ng lights
of the Working Committee. It the
Mahatma had stood for a struggle
from the beginning, much of the
present coutroversy and dispnte
between the Right and the Left
woull not bave arisen ab all. Cou-
sequently, it wonld be futile to
hope that at this late hour that he

" will go back on all that he has said

and all that he has stood for, during
the last twelve months. Pressure
of events and the fovce of public
opinion may make him o a lot, but
they cannot induce him to launch a
natton.wide struggle. It is oune

~thing to take a p'unge and enter a
swimming-bout, it is quite a differ-
ent thing to be pushed into the
water from behind whan the sight
of it gives you cold hands and feet.
Compare the inspiring articles of
Young India of 1921 with the stuff
that ix now=a-days served out bly
the weekly Harijan and yon will
at once see the difference. It is a
‘changing world that we are living
in and as the world changes, so do
the personalities who dominate it.

: The problem today is not merely
one of launching Direct Action.
This has io be done effectively—
if at all—otherwise it will amount
to ‘sabotaging’ and it lauuching

i

'
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Direct Action,  There is also the
further question ofpursuing it to ' a
victorious end and avoiding any
half-way house along our path, Let
-us be perfectly frank onceagainiand
say that even .3f Dircct Action is
started by 'the presernt Working
_()()tlxtrxitbené,,tlle Left witl nurse the
apprebension that Chauri Chaura
aund - the Harijan = Movemeut, ot
rather new -forms of them, may
‘appear any time and scotch our
movement when it gatbers strength
and*volum e, o . ,

Is this apprehension justified —we
may be asked P Of course, it is—
othierwise the drive-against the Left
would not have * continued ~with
unabated ferocity even after the
declaragion  of - War. From _ all
provinces news continue to pour in
of this drive against the Left and in

the case. of the Forward Bloc it’

amounts to a vendetta. Naturally,
the wrath of the Working Committee
is concentrated on Bengal and the
- Bengal porttolio has heen taken
‘over by the President himself. The

word has gope round throughout

. the provinge that one has only to
send in a_ complaint divect to the
Working Committee or to - the

- Presideut-from any remote corner

and he can rest assured that the

Provincial Congress: Committee will -

at-once be summoned to, the dock,

The impuartial observer consequently.

finds lip-homage paid to the ideals
of unity and discipline in lengthy
press - statements - but  in  actual
practice, suppression and persecution
of political opponents within the
Congress. In the case of the British
Governmwent, you may undertake
repeated. pilgrimages to Viceroy’s
House and lick the feet that kick
you. JIu the case of your Leftist
colleagues, you wmay nevertheless
consistently  with your principles
of 'vuth and Non-Violsuce, refrain
fromany demonstration of toleration,
goodwill and generosity and continne
with full wrath and ferocity apolicy
of venlgtta, . :

- What is the moral of this sordid
- story P It ds this that for the
Rightists, British Irperialism is a
Tesser snemy thant Indian  Leftism,
You can compromisc
former, hut in the case of the latter,
war to the bitter end. And perhaps
it British Tmperialism strikes ab
Indian Leftism onr Rightist friends
will have no cause for regret.

“If India is to be freed, let her
be freel by us or not at al’'—s0

- says u Bengali adage and so think

our Rightists today, _
~ Subhas Chandra Bose

Rofe» of Yduith in ,lnd?é

. Our youngmen are ndt to dream
dreams, nor our old men ses vistons.

“In aland like ours we liave learnt

to our bitber cost that droams and
visions are dangerous things. They

have an “‘explosive quality” about

them which way burst our shell of
narrow existence. S0, there is a

social Explosives - Act to keep.us

away from all dreams and visions—
and, therefore, from “mischief”.

~ But even the best of plans for
peace are found to fail. And so
even in India dangerous thoughts
appear ; forces, almost primaeval in
chavacter and urge, fight their way
from unknown depths into . the
socio-economic life; our youths
eagerly accept that “baptism of
fire” and even our-old men are
kindled to theiy soul with a new
light and a'new hape.

~ So our youngmen-dream dreams

~and our-old men see visions—even

though both are forbidden to.do
it.  No, they must not do it—they
are the youths of an emasculaed
people, of an impoverished country:

“should they indulge in dreams?

They are the citizens in a disarmed
and enslaved uation, in a land
where hungry mouths go without
bread “and die without  regret ;
shonld they lose their head iu
weaving visions P

True, very true, But theve. is
India, India of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, India of 1939,—India at the
crncial point of her history aud the
history of the world: Dreams come
to youngmen, dreams come tothe
old~—dreams that are more potent
than the dirt of poverty and deadli-

ness of bondage. , :

We are reminded of this noble
trath as we read the Presidential
Address of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose

" ut the Dhubri Students” Federation.
with ‘the”

Here is a man, no longer young in
years, inviting in the quiet, forceful
language of his matuve thought his
youthful hearers to the newly
opened: land of dreams and visions
—of “constructive statesmauship.”

Referring for this purpose to Kemal
Ataturk, Sj.- Basu reminded his
Assamese friends :

“We also want that kind of
foresight and vision, more especially -
hecause our goal willnot be attained
in a day, but will haveto be striven
for through years, in successive
waves of active effort and orgauiza-
tion,  Such a campaign requives
staying power, depending in its

~turn on constructive work, which

alone can develop the full powers
of the nation, This kind of work
requires nob only inherent gifts,
but also training and habit. We

“caunot expect a far-reaching pro-

gramme of national reconstruction
to be conceived and carried through
by persons who on getting the
opportunity allow themselves to be
g0 enmeshed in details and red tape
that they feel like welcoming the
first occasion when they would be
relieved of .their respopsibilities.
Nor can such a task be shouldered
by men whose zeal for national
reconstruction is satisfied with
sanctioning some tube-wells here; a
few charitable dispensaries therve,
and a dozen elementary schools at
other places”. o

Boldly to conceive and more
boldly to coutinue—that is whab
Indian reconstruction needs. And
81 Bosu avows @ “It s here that [
pin the greatest faith i the coming
generaton....I do not believe
solating the youth of a country
from public affairs”.” Itis a pity
that he has still torargue for this.
They would not require 1t in Britain
or hearit in Bohemia or Moravia
where thousands are today dying
for Czech liberty. Still Sj. Bose bas
to argue it :—“Without the vitalzing
contact of public affairs youth is
likely to become anaemic, morally
spm{ing and wither in lackadaisi-
cal inanition. Athenians of the
greatest age .used to look upon a
man who took no interest in public
atfairs not only as a harmless man
but also as a useless one. I liave
found from experience that yonng
men - who  have never felt about
them the keen apd bracing atmos-
phere of public affairs inevitably
tend to lose their robustness, as
also the highest attribute of youth—
its activism. T do not want our

" young men to become over-protec

ted and delicate hothouse plants.
“Qun the other hand, public affais
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gain a lot by keeping in touch with
the idealism and fervour,and I may

also add, even the impetuosity of -

youth., Practical politics, with its
mwakeshifts and compromises, is one
long second best 1w whose swirls
those who -ave engaged with - it
often teud to lose their sense of the
velative value of things and wore
often confuse means with ends.
To them youth’s eriticisms come
as u reminder of the . true purpose
of their activities. No one who s in
politics  will ~willingly forego that
stimulus, although the Hagging
spirit of the elders might at tanes
find the critics too meddlesome”.
And the “constructive states-
man” who cansee such visions winds
up with a bold word: of caution that

1y as necessary for youths: “Idono

like to see them used as political
cannon-fooder.” . Aund, “We must
not impose & preconceived and
external system ot values on youth,
depriving them of free and respon-
sible choice.” '

Freedom, therefore, youth must
possess—and  this  freedom is
perfectly consistent with discipline.

_“Discipline is a spontaneous and

free-willed acquiescence in a higher
moral law, through which alone are
our anarchic and anti-social egotis-
tical impulses parmanently tamed.

K xternal compulsion never can und

never will create this spirit. Bat
faith, conviction and devotion, born
and fostered in freedom, will. When
in. the life of an individual, this
spirit is present, everything falls in
its place—duty to one’s fellow-men
t0 one’s country, to oneself ; sacri-
fices become easy it the call comes ;
even without it life acquires a new
meaning and value as if it was
nourisbed from an eternal aund
invisible spring”. '
This spiritindeed is abroad in
India—waiting to be “awakened
to its full and tfragrant bloom.” So
our youngmen dreatn dreamms—the
dreams that are to come true.

CURRENT COMMENTS

Repression is Rampant -

While the Working Cemmittee
has been talking and talking and
straining its ears for one more call
from Delkhi, Government Las not

stopped pursuing a policy of repres-
sion with unabated zeal. . Arvests,
house searches and seizure of books
on sacialism have become the order
of the day. Messrs. V. D. I'ripathy,
Maumatha Gupta, Bhagat Singh
and a number ot others bave already
fallen victims to ‘this policy and it
may be taken as certain that many
more will gradually come under its

broadening sweep. Ordinances bave-

been promulgated in Industrial
areas in Behar with a view to

-suppress labour discontent and theve

is bardly any doubt that more of.
them will be set in operation in
different parts of the country to
gag “inconvenient” voices and draft
away. “unruly elements” from the
scene. Aund the most tragic and
shameful part of the _story is that
the Congress High Command, even
in face of these circumstauces,
think of keeping the door opeu
for—negotiation ¥ Or repression ?

A Stupid Excuse , .
" To people in general the War

has been an evil but- to Sir
Mubhammad Saadulla and men of
his ilk it bas been a veritable boon.
After Dleing hounded out of the
Ministerial guddee be was sitting
on " the fence, biding time and
waiting for his chance. Now the
opportunity has arvived and he has
again stepped into the Dbreach
created by the resignation of the
Bardolol Ministry.  But circums-
tanced as he is, Siv Saadulla is not
destined to know rest and peace.
As soon as he Dbecame lostalled in
the guddee, no less tean 59 members
of the Opposition tabled nc-zonfi-
dence motiony against his Ministry.
Siv Saadulla, on his part, disciestly
preferred to beat a hasty rotreat be-
fore the stupendous onslaught, and,
rather than fall shaft-ridden on the
floor, he managed to get-the Assem-
bly adjourned for about 8 months.
T'bis bas given him some breathing
time aud a chance to strengthen the
ranks of his supporters by extension
of patronage—a process that has
already begun.. The device - bas
been ton apparent to deceive any-

‘body, but yet Sir Saadulla has now

come forward with a face-saving

.explanation in support of his action.

He has said that had the Assembly
continued its session at present, the
Congress Party would have brought

“of unity

forward a resolution on War  which

he does not approve ! (Italics ours)
A more stupid excuse can hardly be
conceived. According to all parlia-
mentary canous, a motion, provided
it is approved by the Speaker or
the President, must have its way
in a representative Assembly, no
matter what the Premier and his
Ministry may think of it. Could -
not Mr. Hockenhull, Sir Saadulla’s
patron, guide, philosopher and
protector, invent a more plausible
excuse for him P L

Unity and. Discipline

For some time past, Congress-
men in general have been treated
to-lengthy sermons on unity and
discipline by the High Command,
including Mabdima Gandhi, Pandit
Nebru, Sardar Patel and others,
Even the resolution adopted by the
the  Working  Committee  at
Allababad  has laid = particular
emphasis cn the need of these two
sublime virtues at the present
critical hour. But it seems that
according to the notion of these
leaders, unity means conformity to
a set pattern and discipline weeding
out of all elements in the Congress
that refuse to fall readily inline
with them. We firmly believe that
unity can be achieved in the course
of a single day if the present
leadership, instead of knocking
again and again at the gate of the
Viceregal lodge, takes a'bold stand
on the Congress resolutions on war
and means seriously to implement
them. If i cannot call up requisite
courage fur it, what i3 the use of
these bolow wails about waut
in. Congress . ranks ?
By the way, Pandit Jawaharlal
was till ihe other day an uncom-
promising exponent of a composite
Cabinet.  But. why has he now
trooped into  a ' homogeneous
Rightist Cabinet ? -~ Will he please
lay bare to the public the reasous
of this vol'e-face ?

Power of a Joke

The other day the German News
Agency broadcast.a  joke of the
Feuhver. It is said that Herr Hitler
in a recent speech asked jocularly
of Britaiu, consistently with her
professed “war aims” to grant
complete independence to Ireland,
India, Egypt—in fact, to all her
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colonies, -dep ndencies and protec-
torates, It may be remembered
that some time ago the German
Dictator made a reference. to India
alone practically in the same
context. But then bhe spoke  in
grim seriousness, possibly because
he was'in a temper at the time of
that peroration. Now it has dawned

- on him and quite appropriately too,
that the matter is not worth more
than a joke ; for British imperia-
lism is:not-going. to liquidate itself
at the bidding of even a Dictator,
We have heard of the power of alie,
but it seems that even a simple joke
can sometimes be quite terrible in
its effect. . We trust that this parti-
cular joke of the Fuehrer has been
a deadly throst at the heart of
British lmpertallam—-xm less deadly,
though morally and not physically,
than German aeros, bombs, cannons
and  submarines. After Hitler's
previous reference to India we heatd
somewhat less of the British “war
ains,”  Will the present taunt.
wonder, stop the wagging tongnes,
of the British statesmen more effec
tively than before ?

V. D. Tripathi

Pt. Bi-hambhor Dayal Tripathi, M, A,
L. L. B. Advoeate of Unno has been
reeently arrested  nnder  the: seotions
124 A, 153and 108 [ 2. C, For about

25 yonrs he has been devoting his whaole ™

“time for the. Congress work in U P and
purticularly in Unio  District: Before
his nrrest he was the Secrctary .of the
All Indin Forward Bloe, President  of
U. P Provincinl I B, and a member of
the War: Council recently appointed by
the U, P. Provincial Congress  Committee,
Last vear he was clected chairman of
the District Board Unao. Before this
“he had been to il for several times in
conncetion with Congress worl,

M. N. Gupta .
" (om.; Monmatho Nath Gupta . ex-
Kukori sconspiracy. éase  prisoer  of
" Allnhabad bas been v eently arrdsted at
Abahabad under section 124 0, LI CL
e was one of the members of the
U P, Provinetst Forward Bloe Warking

Committee.  He hax written several books
in Hiodi, one of them Kranti Yuy Ke

Sansm.Tun h.ns been proseribod by the
. . Govt. . Bnee hiy refense (in 1937
aft r Congress had aceepted the an-tr))
he hns been-doing Congress work v U, ©
und is vary pepular among the youths,
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QUO VADIS, GANDHI ?

Time was when Muahatma Gandhi
used to say that he would non-co-operate,
aven if he were in a minority of one.
Today, twenty years after, we hear from
the great protagonist of mass civil disobe-
dience that he would resist Satysgraha,
if started, were the country not prepared
for it. The pertinent question arises :
By what sizns and omens, which are absent
today, could Mahatmaji gange the prepared-
ness of the nation on previous occasions
when he called the people to  battle ?
T cannot “help recalling that anrus
mirublis, 1930, when as a. student in
Landon, on reading with a shock of delight
that the Mahatma had started on his now
historic march to Dandi, I remarked to
gome of my Indian friends that the entire
nation wonld march after: him and that
the movement would enculf the whole of

" India. But they langhed me to scorn and

gaid that the “ridiculous trek” wonld
collanse and end ‘in finsen.  Subsequent
events however showed that they were
wrong. . The. truth of the '

become possible.  What grounds are there
today, I ask, -for presuming that
Satyagraha will be fraught with such
disastrous consequances ¢ There may
not be an understanding or a settlement

with the Muslim Lerague, but did one

exist in the past when the nation marched
to battle ? Surely we cannot make a fetish
of unity., In every age and in every
clime it is only a resolute minority that
has been in the vanguard of the struggle
for national cmancipation.” So  was. it
with the Jacobins in France, the Carbo~
nari in Ttaly, the Sinn Fein in Ircland,
the Bolsheviks in Russia, the Young Turks
in Turkey and the. Kuomintang in China,
and so will it be with the Congress Party
in India if today it goes forward, like
a well-knit army with a will steeled to
the acceptance of death rather than
the abandonment of its birthright.
What matters it if the intransigence of the
Muslim League over jobs, seats and such
“other trivialities is barring the way toa

By

‘by the Quran that proclaims the brother-

-hood of man, there is no sin so heinous

as slavery, I heard it from a Muslim
friend of mine only the other day ‘that in
parts of Aiabin "the Indian Muslims are
looked upor with hatred und contempt,
tannted with the acensation ‘that  they,
plives themselves, fought in the last war

‘and robbed others too of thoir frecdom.

It is well-known how Kemal Ataturk, in
the days of  the IKiiilafat agitation
dismissed some of our Indian. Muslim
leaders with: scant courtesy asking them

to mind thoir own business of becoming .

frée. “Thets i3 no oppressor and oppresscd
in the worl(t” he advised them, “there ave
only those that allow themselves to be
oppressed.”  If the Muslim League does
commit the folly of joining bands with the
British Government and abetting  the
crime of snopressing, albeit in vain, our
struggle for freedom, it will be signing its
own death  warrant. Suceh an act of
treachery will bury it a thousand fathoms

’ deep whence there can be no

matter serms to be that yon
cannot be absolutely sure that

war, be it violent or non- .

H. V. KAMATH

_"” resyrrection. Of its possible,
though not probable, neutrality
or indifference, we need not be
afraid, for in every revolution

violent, until it is actually
launched, Especially «o is it
the case with a war of national indepen-
dence, because peosle are then borne
on the crest of a billow, as it were,
inexorably towards the zoal.

“Ftrrnal gpirit of the Chainless Mind,
Rerightest in dungeons, Liberty, thon art !
For thore thy habitation is the heart,
The Heart which love of Thee alone
can bind.” ...

Lot us try and
doubts and misgivings. It is sad to note

that while accusing the British Govern- -

ment of raising. the communal bogey as
an argument against Swara], he should
himself be using it as an argument against
a fisht with the British Government for
Swaraj., Somec people: bhave unjustly
remarked that Mahatmaji, by saying that

mass Satyagraba in the present circums- .
tances will lead to communal rioting, is-
unconsciously but unfortunately ereating
an atmosphere where such bitterness may

analyse  Gandhiji’s |
-~ These, I am sure, will not lag behind in

Settlement with it ¢ Let us put first
things first. Let us scek first the Heaven
of Freedom, and all other things will be
added unto us, .

After all, the Muslim League represents
& miere fruction of our Mussalman brethren,

- \What about ‘the Ahrars, the Congress

Mauaslims, the Ulemas, the . Shias, the
Momins and in Bengal, the Krishak-Proja
. Party who are not only not in the League
but are diametrically opposed to it?

our onward march. In the circumstances
the Muslim League cannot possibly
turn hostile to the freedom movement. It
may remain indifferent or neutral, buf
~even that is doubtful; for by adopting
such-an attitude it will be discredited in
the eyes of the nation as well as of
Mussalmans the world over, inasmuch as
its professed object, ‘alongside the Con-

gress, is the attainment of independence-

for India. Moreover to one who swears

a section of the population hae

remained apathetic.

I therefere cousider that the Mahatma’s
fears on this score are ill-founded. The -
second obstacle in  his . opinion is the

. P T LRI 1 s w
existence of “indiscipline and disunity

within the Congress. If -however we

review, without prejudice, the recend
history of the Congress, we' tind te our
prin and corrow that the sceds of this
“indiscipline and disunity” were sown by
the Right Wing when, after Subhis
Bose’s res:lection as Congress President,
they initinted a systematic and ruthless
drive against the Left Wing. So muny,
and among them are honoured numes
that will live in the Pantheon of Indian
‘history, were warned, “disciplined,” dra-
gooned, hounded out and expelled. And
pray, what was their crime ?  Hoving
bad the temerity to assert that the
nation wns prepax:ed for a - struggle,
that the spirit of constitationalism was
rampant ‘and - leading the country into

. & morass, and to differ from the powens-

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 307




8

FORWARD BLOC

that-be on questions of principle affecting
the very existence and vitality of the
Congress as a fighting inass organisation
and as the revolutionary instrument of
the people’s will to freedom. If today
the High Command stays its hand, quashes
all” the disciplinary action thoughtlessly
taken so far, and caiis the nation to

“battle, they will be agreeably surprised

to sec that the ‘Congress is united as
never before and that “indiscipline and
disunity” were a hollow unreality. That
is- the only way to carry the Congress
and the nation forward today !

Mahatmaji has, in his  magnanimity
also observed that thera can beno eivil

.disobrdience so long as the Vieeroy i3

oxploring the avenncs of a settlement.
He will respond as often as the call comes
from the Viceroy. Such zeal on his part
is surely worthy of a better cause. The

" British Government can easily mark time

till the Greek Kalends, It is passing
strango that Gandhiji who has declared
non-co-operation with the British Govern-
ment by withdrawal of Congress Minis-
tries, still clings to the hope that Freedom
will descend, like urio the gentle rain
from heaven, as a Royal gift borne in a
Viceregal chalice ! We appeal to Gandhisi
to turn his back on Tielhi and Whitehall
and the entire nation will be at his back,

I venture to assert that the country

i8 to-day far better prcpared for a stroggle .

than at any time in the past. Froma
needy bus driver in Dombay to a poor
Kisan on. the outskirts of Nagpur and

_an exploited ‘mazdoor in  Jubbulpore,
"I have been given one and -the same

assurance : that, though unable to under-
stand what exactly Right and Left mcan,

“they are ready to plunge in freedom’s
‘battles A Congress ex-minister of the

Central Provinces declared at a mecting
in Jubbulpore the other day that the
nation was ready for a fight. Lven so
should all Congress ex-ministers and
M.L.A’s assure Gand iiji that they, who
entered the chls]atuus aud took office
with, the sole purpos: of wrecking the
Constitution, have during their teuure
prepared - their 'constituencies and the
country for the next struggle. It would
be a slur on them to say otherwise.

Similar assurances shonid come from the

people at large in meotings assembled in
every nook and corner of the country.

If unfortunately Maliatmaji- and some

others atill believe that the nation is not

prepared, let them deem it their sacred
duty to prepare the people for an effcctive
non-violent battle during the next two
months, Let us give a two months
ultimatum to the British Govt, and in the
event of our National Demand being
turned down, let us launch a-big offinsive
ot January 26, 1940, the day sacred in
our annals, the duy on which we pledged
ourselves to wage a relentless fight for
independence ! ;

I bave heard it remarked in certain
uncharitable quarters  that. Mahatmaji
refuses to launch a struggle, just because
he has all alokn\,_; maintained  thut the
country is not prepured for it, wherens
Sublns Babu and some othcr Leftists

have held a contrary view, and because .

if t.h(. steuggle were " suceessful, he would

"be proved wrong with the consequence of

another Subhas’s vietory and his defeat.
I however refuse to believe that Gandhiji
can be moved by such trifling considera-
tions of prestige, when India’s frecdom is
at stake. Tam confident that he will yet
lcad us into another battle, more grim
and more fierce than the last, where no
gnarter will be given on either side.
Hundreds of thousands marched into the
jaws of Death at Gandhiji’s call in the
past | To-day the Congress is far mors
powerful, far better organized and far, far
stronger.  Does the Mahatma really think
that a call to battle toduy will evoke little
or no response ? Perish the thought !
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A REVIEW ENDING IN HOPE

~ The present situation in Euarope and
other parts of the world reminds one

strongly of o fight once witnessed in -

Circular Road, that famous thoroughfure
in the Second city of the Empire, betwecn
two gang-foremen of road repairers.
They stood on opposite sides of the road
when they declared war upon each other.
They opencd with machine gun fire, but
soon the muttering of the machiné guns
deepened in the boom of artillery and the
street was loud with their noise. Theif
stepped on the gas and the stream of
vituperation and threats accelerated to a
reckless speed, accompanied by violent
‘gestures, which were at once belligerent
and obscene.  Evidently this specd
increased their blood circulation, which
called for action and they began walking
towards each other across the road in an
alarmingly threatening manner.. They
met almost in the middle of the road and
shook their fists at each others’ noses in n
most blood-curdling manner, By accident
the fist of one lightly tapped the nasal
“organ of the other, then immediately
began a strategic retreat : one was afraid
- that the tap. might be followed by a hurder
blow, the other feared retaliation. They
soon regained their former positions of
vantage across the road—the Maginot
and the Siegfricd Lines. From there
artillery  boomed, howitzers and Long
Toms and Big Berthas let forth a pande-
monium of sounds. Sporadically they
advanced towards each other and when
they came in contact, retreated in splendid
order, strategically and glomousl), to
their former positons.

That represents the exact positions of
the armies on’ the Western Front, where
the DBritish IExpeditionary Forces lie
invisible and are ikely toremain invisible,
so far as we can make out. But the war
is going on and the British Forces are
doing good work. From the meagre reports
that come to us, it is evident, that fifteen
Britishers have been killed, about sixteen
ara missing and about half a hundred have
been wounded, These figures seem certain
and accurate, so far as one may pather
from communiques released from W. 1,

rations.

Command,

cte, and fired g broadside.

By HEREZO

Q.—thrre might be more, it is hard to
say when one remembers that the first
communique = of the - Jalianwallabagh
disaster stated
History hus a bud habit of repeating
itself, o

The positon at home is' similar, War
to destroy  imperislism  and establizh

.democracy was declured. Congress imme-

diately- joined issue and wanted te know

‘the nltimate aim of the war with regard
-to India.

The Congress machine guns
thuttered.  Simla replied with a battery.

-Congress fired a Howitzer in the forin of
a threat of non-co-operation, but the aim-
was deflected by the Mahatma’s decla-

ration of unconditional co-operation, and

‘so the shell passed over Simla and fell as

a spent foree on the doorstep of the India
‘Office in London. When Sir Samuel
Hoare picked np the shell and curiously
examino 1 it, then promptly loaded one. of
the ald cannons lving in the London Parks
for the edification of a warlike people, and

Sfired off a sharpnel filled with old decla-

This burst in Wardha to the
consternation of the cxpectant High
now habituated to fasciat

obedience,  Then a war council was held

and a Big Bertha was fired off in the

shape of declaration of non-co-operation,

. Lord Zetland of aucient fame, dived - into

the archives of the Tndia Office and fished

out the ammunitions of 1919—promises -

of Dominion Status, Communal unity, ete,
Now Congress
has replied with non-co-operation, not:the
common garden varicty of non-co-opera-
tion but a brand new Gundhinn non-co-
operation, a MENTAL AND MORAL
Non-Co-Operatiou ! There is some fear
in certain quarters, that if India Oifice

‘replies to this terrible attack, Mahatina
.Gandhi may retaliate with a still more

borrible variety of non-co-operation,—to
wit, an ASTRAL  NON-CO-OPERA-
TION. Such a thing is most terrible -to
contemplate,

“soul force” has done.  We shall be able
to co-operate materially, but never, no

“5 killed and 15 wounded.” *

‘sée the Muliatma again.

This will throw the whole -
* thing out of the mnterinl world iuto the
‘spiritual and we know just what dumage

never, spiritually, lest our astral bodies

“suffer and becowme still more attentuated.

Horrible diztu ! Let us not think further
along. these lines, lest the “inner voice”
begins to speak—then surely all will be .
lost. Let us here remark sotto voce, it
has been ‘suid that the “inner voice” of
the great leader is. the ventriloquilism of
the redonbiable Field Marshall of the
High Command. However  that is by
the way. | :

Speaking of the attenuation brings to
mind ‘a min who is posmvdy afraid to
He gives his
The first time I saw Mr.
Gandhi, he had just passed out as a
Barrister and was dredsed in tlie height
of English fashion, Next time [ saw him,
he wore the forcign clothing but tied a
turban. The next time I saw b m, he was
dresscd in lndx‘u‘x clothing but. had shed
his shoes.  The next time I saw hlm, he
was in loin cloth only. Thus I have seen
the sartorial evolution of the Mahatma—
and I am afraid to see the next step in
the evolution !

However, we must not be discouraged
and lose bope,  This modern war is one
of camoutiaged positions, long distance
gung, comypivte invisibility and maximum
non-violence nccompanicd with the mini-

mum shidding of human blood. The
figures given above are mnot of naval

reason thus.

warfare.  The losses causcd therein of
buman Jife has been due more to natural
than human agencies. Besides in this

modern wor, one does not count loss in
terme of bounan lives and ships lost, but
in the terms of tonnmge and  siczed
contmb'\nm After deducting the luss of
one’s own tonnage and contrabunds from
those of the ‘enemy, the remainder
represents the results of naval warfare,
Thus the loss of the Aliivs has been a
minads quantity, in fact a heavy gam, thus
a great victory.  ‘The sinking of the
number of the ships do not count, nor
indeed the number of human  beings
kiled or drowned inthese days of invisible
troops and mental and moral  nou-co-
operation and there still retunin hopes. of
Dominion Status, Independence—it not
a material one, ‘\tlon*t an ASTRAL one;
and vne uoks to our-Subhas Babu to tu,
some wmg ht to it aud bring it down to
this gross and material plune on selid
earth. -
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CONFUSING THE ISSUE

By ABDULLAH RASUL
GENERAL SECRETARY, BENGAL KISAN SABHA

The present situstion in Indis in

* conhecton with the War and the Congress

has given rise to widespread confusion.
It is a state of suspense and stalemate on
the Indian side. Meanwhile the British
caravan passes on almost undisturbed, as
if unquestioned. Confusion in such a

situation means forced inaction which is -

often more terrible and weakening in its

_ effect than failure or defeat. ‘
Writing on “The Next Step” Gandhiji,

I am afraid, clouded the issue rather than
elarified it. He says that the “Working

Com;nittee alone should have the right to
" declare and regulate civil disobedience”

if at all it is launched and that he has
“undertaken to guide the Working
Committee”—which means that Gandhiji

is the only man with whom lie all power, '

authority and right to decide whether

“oivil disobedience is to be started and, if

at all, when ; how it is to be conducted :

and when and ander what circumstances ‘

it should be brought to an end.

What is of real importance in this -

connection 1is the question whether

Gandhiji will represent the exact view-

point of the Working Committee in all
his actions regarding the big move if it

is launched. It was only a few weeks -
" strengthened the case of the Socialist

_worker ‘or propagandist is the continued
deterioration of the economic condition
“of the masses since 1929 or 1980—the

ago when a sharp and fundamental
difference was mainfest between the two
parties, viz, Gandhiji and the Congress.
Gandhiji was strongly in favour of

unconditional support ‘to Britain in the -

War . while the Working Committee

unanimously expressed its inability to

aceept his viewpoint which resulted in
the present negotiations and controversies.
And now after these few woeks

Gandhiji himself admits that the Working

Committee “could not honestly take up
that position,”

by the Working
then Gandhiji mistaken in his theory of
unconditional support ? Is he not apt to
make similar mistake any more ? Such a
mistake will be fundamental and all-

" country.

namely, that of giving
unconditional support to Britain. His.
admiesion goes further: “Events have.
shown the prudence of the course adopted:
Committee.” . Was’

important in that on it will rest a preat
deal of the fate of our future national
struggle. In case of such a mistake, what
will the Working Committee do ? Itis

.not probable that Gandhiji will always

realize it as he did in the recent case, at
least not soon enough to rectify it in time.

Civil disobedience on a national scale
will naturally be a mass movement of the
Congress. The contact that the masses
have with the Congress is through the
workers, mostly scattered all over the
They, that is- those ‘who have
the closest contact with the masses, have
the best and most intimate knowledge of
the present condition and outlook of the
people who are to be drawn into the
movement.

Itis an admitted fact that duriug the
past few years, since the last civil dis-
obedience movement, particularly since
the inauguration of the so-called Pro-
vincial Autonomy, vast changes have

“taken plage in the countryside. as well

as elsewhere.” Socialist ideology has had
no mean part to play in bringing about
these changes and thé way of its influen-
cing the popular consciousness is vastly

‘different from the old ways.

Another factor which has conslderably

time 'of the beginning of the —world
economic collapse, * The interpretation of
its causes and remedy is more in keeping
with the class-line of the Socialist propa-

" gandist than with the old patch-work line
- of the Liberal-bourgeois politician.

And. the workers who are in touch
with the masses .are mostly influenced by
Socialist ideology. Thus the frame of

mind and the way of thinking of the .

masses have of 'late undergone immense
changes, Will the same old leadership

and the same old methods be fruitfully ‘

applied to' the enormously changéd
present ?

The question does not end here. 1tis

not merely a matter of unchanged leader- .

"Soviet Commissar

ship and unxltered miethods. More serious,
perhaps move ominous facts are to be
taken into sober consideration before you'
attempt an answer. Gandhiji says he is

“cut off from all outward contact with the -

masses,” that he does not know personally

the .present Congress wWorkers, that he.

never meets them, and that his corres-:
pondence Lius to be restricted as much-as
possible.  ile confesses that after the
resignation of Congress Ministries “the

" next step is by no means clear”, Yet he

prescribes “the preliminary inaction” of
which he wants all Congressmen to
perceive the necessity. He also prescribes
consolidating the Congress organization
purging it of all weaknesses—weaknesses
by which he of course means the absence
in any Congressman of non-violence in
thought, word and deed. ’

Gandhi;i’s favourite “constructive pro-
gramme” Las to be stressed. He wants
the charkha to become upiversal.

This iz about all that we have so far

‘had for a ‘programme in our fight for

independetice.  The General has left the
offensive to be taken by the British
Government ( Imagine this iu a mass fight,

. while we should not. even prepare for
anything !t inaction!) He does not “wish

for the cefeat of the British or, for that
matter o! the Germans.” We know the
Molotov  proposed
peace which the British Premier has
discountenanced, probably because he is

not in favour of cessation of war.

In most of Gandhiji’s recent writings
and utterances, non-violence seems to be
the most important word. It poses to be
the invvitable and absolute condition for
whatever action he suggests and whenever
the question arises of a big move or
struggle, the condition becomes all the
more per “wtent.

It iz w0 uve concealmg the fact that
whatever (randhbiji means by non-viclence,
appeals ut to few members of the Con-
gress. Most people are léft mystified or
fiabbergyated by every new interpretation

* that he {ow puts on the conjuring word.

It has ts succeeded in aggravating the
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prevailing confusion rather than aiding

“to dispel it.

Tt is not meroly.the o-dinary Congres-
man, the rank and file but even the
High Command, including members of the
Gundhi Seva  Suntha or the Working
Committee, who are not all ardent votaries
of non-violenee in the sense the lender
wants them to be.  Indeed, if my momory
scrves  right, Gandhiji. once, not- very

Jong agn, was loath to 5_:in: the latter
that eredit,  Mordover, the fact -bat the
Working Committee tefrzed . to accept

“his theory of unconditionai support, which
surely Gandhiji propounded in the highest
spirit of uou-viglunée, is & polater to that
direction.

-~ So.it comes to the unhappy fact that
G’mdlu]l abso.ute  conduion of non-
vioiener, which accordiuy to
only sure guarantee aguinst failure or
deleat, has not the ghost of a chance of
fuliilment by the average Congressman,
the common saldier who has always been
the mainstay of the Congress, Neither
will the highest personages in the Congress
satisfy the leader who probably declirdd
in 1934 that he was the only  Sutye ruhi
in the whole Congress and there was no
otlice Sutyugrahi mmnong the thotsands of
men and women who foiowed him and

and  baredship o

him is the

_suffered imprisoument
the C. Do movemeut,
What then is the prospect for a Congress-

man in the present turmoil 7 He cannot

be “traly” nou-violent o Gandhijds sense,
He is havdly inclied to make thic Charkha

universal- which he dud not very cmuch

think of domyg in the past twenty years
when the ‘wheel bad o far greater appeal 1o
poulnr sentiment,

What then is to be done now ? Thae
issue requires to be defined first. Lt seems
to g that under present circumstatiees,
‘non-violence Mu the Gandhian sense and
cwvil  disubedience  con _not be made
to tally. The choee  certamly  is
between non=violence an i stroggie,  Put

~in other words it stands ke this: Rig d
and absolute Gandbian non-violence can-
not offir anything more
effective than supreme maction whieh will
Lardly advance the country towhnds its
goal of mdependence ;- winle the Congress

must be active and fizhe its battle of
freedow, in a nonsvioldnt mauper and ify
its Dest tradition, s

Sincere Coungrossmen naturally: yéarn
for the achicvement of complete indepen-
depce and for this they bebieve in the
efficacy ol muss action.  As 1o gards Jnass
action there are now two iuud.uncumlly

ataactive and.

different opinions. One set of Congress-
men, the bulk of whom are adherents of
the Gandhi Seva Sangha consider it an
an impossible venture.  The other set,

- particuburly the rank and file, believe it

to be possible, necissary and nrgent.

The, difference is fundamental in that
to Gandhiji - non-violence is the sole
objective, both immediate and ultimate,
while' to the believers in strugglo muss
action ist the immedinte objective and
non-violence is only an esseutinl condition
for its achicvement,  ‘the anowmnly is
therefore clear. How ean it be solved ?

Whatever may be the sincere npmmn
of Gandhiji about non-vielence, it ishot
corrogt to say’ that all his professed
adberents in this matter ave true belicvers
in the evecd in his ethical sense: "Fhore
is another vital interest which makes
them pose to be champions of non-violence,
To them non-violende is only n garb
with which they. find it convenient to
cover their untagonisin to the interests of
the masses. - They are hostile to nll mass
action as they know very well that any
mass movement for India’s freedom s
bound to .orgainze the masses of the
country more strongly.

A strouger orgamization of the masses,
of the labour and the peasant lorees, nnder
the bunner of the Congress must weaken
the preseot fendal and capitalist tnlluence
in the great national organisation.  Hence
the idea of struggle or mass action 13
to-day dotestcd bv many and disliked
bv most of the staunch iolkowusut the
Rightist leadership.
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The feudal and capitalist interest has
taken shelter  behind  Gandhiji's non-
viulence not beeause the interestcd people
really have faith in its efficacy, but because
under its cover they can protect their
interest against any  ouslanght of the
progressively conscions and dlsuontcntad
mas~cs,  The condlict of class interests is,
therefore, the most important fact which
does not allow the two  distinet ¢lasses in
the Congress to come together in the
realm of innction.  Sinee, howover, the
Rightist leadership holds deeisive authority
and the Leftists are cager for struggle,
Congressmen of all emmp can be united
as soon as a decision to Jaunch mass
action is taken, Appol for unity and
harmony on any other basis will be in
vain,

Granting that Gandhiji’s bona fides
are above question, in cffect however his:
insistenee on the theory of non-violence
and conseqitent inaction, despite his pres-
cription of constructive programme, practi-
cally amounts to sabotaging the Congress.
asa mass organ zation by rcndermg its
fighting forces inactive, His theory is
b(lu«r taken advantage of by the wealthy
olassos to checkmate any forward move...
The amazng (but not inconceivable) thing
is that the pational leadership does not
docm it necessary to voice the sentiments of
the national foreesacainst this unfortunate
development.  How long will this process
of suppressing mass interest in the Con-
gress continue unchallenged,
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‘ On 'Qe’-_redc[ingu Gulliver

Gulliver's Travels is popularly consi-

-dered us a childrew’s fairy tale, not only

by us, but by English-speaking people
as _well, Who of us has not read this
book (one of ‘the greatest of the world)
a8 a child, but how few of us return to
it in our maturer years ! The very name
Gulliver invokes in the minds of most
of us a light-hearted volume in Jarge
type, and perhaps a coloured picture of

the ginnt figure of Gulliver waddling across

the sen, drawing after him  tho * entire
fleet of Blefuseu. And that is about all,
1t is a happy tale of dwarfs and giants,
for the children’s cditions stop with the
Brobdingnagian adventures.  And for this
reuson, many of us have yet to discover
the country of the Houyhuhums, while

Lilliput and Brobdingnag bave become
houschold words.
To read the whole of Gulh.ver as an

adult is a profound  cxperience which .

none of us should miss. 8pecially today,
when the whole world, to quote the words
of the drunkard in Scan O’Cnsey’s play
is in a state o’ chassis, Gulliver husa
poignant siguificance - for the - whole ~of
humanity, erbaps it is only todny, after
the Tupse of two 'handred yonr, thit wo
can fully realise how great a man Swift
was. Yes, he wus a grest mun and a
writer, and therefore a great writer, His
contemporarics  understuod  hiin  ouly

partly ; the romantic nincteenth century

completely misjudged lhim ( Scott found -
the account of Houy hnhinms-land %orrid’),
but to  us who have the history of the
rise and fulfihnont of capitalist cconomy

Lehind us, Swift seems n major prophet, -

a gigantic figure striding fearlessly into
the future, compared to whom the noisy
set of statesmen, . clergymen, noblemen

who rule the world are no more than
- Lilliputians,

Ho loved liberty, he hated oppression
in all forms, and beeause he was a
passionnte man by nature, with uncom-
promising sympathies  and antipathics,

he has  been branded insane nnd A

misanthrope. But he wns no more of o

mixanthrope than any other rational man -

must be, if ho ¢s really rational. Fact
is, most of us ure, as yet, far from rutional,

- English  than  an

“for their

ne Swift crmehtstvely demonstrates in his
legend of the Houyhuhnms, and such is
our perversion that Swift’s simple desire
to sce a better and ‘bappier race. of nicn
appears to us iusanity, some discnse of
tho brain, It has ‘béen snid- that Swift
mtght have been ‘the greatest political
deader of contemporary England, but
politics, for a powerful conntry (as

England alrendy waa ) involves the absorp-

tion of the wealth of smalicr' countries

and backward peoples, and that was a-

type of activity which moved Bwift to
suvage indignation. Ireland is a case in
point. - An Irishman by birth, but more
Englishman ~ by
temperament, Swift bated Englishmen
oppression © of the Irish
_people,

that of the Irish pcople, for, so far
as an oppressed nation is concerned,
pohuus is .just the biological impulse to

" survive. He mnde the Irish cause his

own, wrote his bitter Modest Proposal,

“rose in revolt ngainst Wood’s notorious

hulf-pence, ull for the suke of humanity.
He saw everything from tho sirietly

hwnan standpoint, ynlike tho usual run -
.of politicians who are only concerncd
‘about the interests of one particular

*nation, scct or clags. To say that such a
man was u hater of hnn'mnt), is the height
‘of folly. And this folly has persisted
just beeause Swift was not n crooked
diplomat, but expressed himself with

“amazing honesty. He knew no compro-
‘mise ; he was  downright, unegnivoeal,

terrific. And that is why savage. indigna-
tion lncerated his heart to his dying duy:
The wonder is- that. Gulliver scems
a document of modern life. - Its problems
are thoso of toduy. Swift was a prophet
becniise he foresaw tho coming disaster,
Living in Whalpele’s Eugland, at a time

when BEuropean impyrinlism was still a.

ceeative foree in worid lListory, he had,
what scems to us, the incrediblo foresight

.and sanity of secing through the empire-

builder’s gante. He  foresaw that the
problem of economic distribution  will

lead” to scries of wars, The incessant -

~good of - the people,

and despised the Irish people -
* for submitting to it. But it was inevituble
“that he should throw his lot with

—By BUDDHADEVA BOSE

-strife between England and France, which

he so mildly satirised in the war between
Lilliput anil . Blefusen,  disgusted  him g
and warfare {8 practically unknown among
his noble race of horses. His hatred of
nbstract krowledge is notorions, but it
is not hatved of science that we find in
in his deseription of Laputa, it is hatred
of the desvienble and destructive - uses
to ‘which-fuolish ‘man has put the power
that scicnee bas given him. Had science -
been uscd ratioually, for the benefit of

the whole of humanity, the world wounld
have been paradise by now, It has even
been suggosted that modern agro-hiology
can be an adeyuate substitute for' cmpire
markets ; but  knowlidge is  uscless
unless it can be, and ¢s np[)“t.d for the
We are living in a.
world where, thauks to ‘the resources of
Beience, it is possible to make evory
siugle individual comfort.ble, free and

~happy, Lot we are having instend slavery

and poverty, not to mention ¢yclic slumps
and wars,  Swift was right, theretore, in
bo ding thut knowldge in itself can do
no good ; it must be cnergised.into action,
and “action of the right type. He con~
ceived ‘of the necessity ot world peace
“long before the phrase was iuveated,

Swilt wrote Gulliver ns he himself
said, wot tu nmuse, but to infurm and
instruce mankind,  If ever there. was a

~bouk written with o parpos , this is one,
and if i ad not bad the mﬂucnw it

deserves to-have, it only proves ‘that we

are still mmnng,ntud Yulioos, with only

the faintost glimmering of réason, - He
held i before us armee of animals who

-live simply by following reavou at every

step ; for instanee, they do not suy the
tlzmg thut 48 mot, just because lnnguage
is mennt to lmoxm, und not to Luntube.
‘Whe?, be says, ‘enn read of the virtues
I have mentioned in the glorious Houy-
hnlmm-:, without being ashpuid. of * his

“own viees, when he considers hunself as

the rensoning,  governing unimal of his
country ¥ But, of ‘course, no amount of
writing can change the world, as Swift

. himself  koew. He knew that he - was

utterly lonely in a world .of ‘lying, shuff~
ling, deeciving, cquivocating, so deeply
rooted in the very souls of all my species.”
He nlone was destined to be consumed . by
the pure ﬂume of his. ruge, while the
world weit its own way. Bnt perhaps
it s not o late oven now ?  Perhaps
it is ouly the boeginning of the new type
of civilisution that was born with the
Renanissance, I this civilisution is not
to be wipid out, if iv. is 1o fullil' its rich
promises it all, men must learn to be
rational.  Yuhoos as we all.are, the least
we can du is to strive towards that end.
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A mysor'e. Correspondent Writes On :
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS IN MYSORE

The long expeoted reforms were
announced last week. Al persons who
expected a generous advance in'so far as

“transfer of power to the hands of the

representatives of the peopie is concerned,

" have been sadly disuppointed -and

moderates who expected & very small
advance in that direction have also been

surprised.” .
Nowhere other’ than ihe¢ unfortunate

"Native States of India, can a constitution -
‘like the one .proposed be put before the

country. The British Parliament is afraid
of putting forth a constitution of that

_type. 'But in Mysore the public life is

at such a low ebb that the Government is
free to do anything it likes. The Govern-
ment of India  Act of 1935 is in every
respect better than the Mysore Constitu-
tion. .

The Chartered High Courts of British
India have a status which by itself
commands confidence and respect. But
the Mysore High Court has not the same
position, The reason given that the
Judiciary is  never influenced by the
Exccutive is not convincing, Not merely
should it be so in fact, but there should
not be even a chance for its being so
influenced. Tt is needless to take shelter
behind the incorruptibility of the Judiciary,
the' members of which are servants of
‘Government. The constitution can itself
make it clear that n- such scope for
influence exists. Then it would be above
suspicion . and the confidence in the
High Court would not merely rest on the
faith that it cannot be influenced but on
the solid foundation in the copstitution
itself,

" The Legislative Council and = the
Representative Assembly have been
enlarged both in their composition and
duration but with no real powers. Instead
of thanking the Govirnment for these
reforms, the poor subject of the State
realises that be has heen committed to
greater waste of money on these mock
representative bodies. The vesting of the
power of veto in-the Dewan and the right
given to him to address representatives

whenever he chooses, reminds us of the
Governors and the Governor-General.
They are responsible to Parliament but
the Governor under the Mysore Constitn-
tion has no such responsibility. The
appointment of two more Ministers accor-
ding to the constitution does not depend
upon the choice of the representatives of
the people. So that the posts can only be
taken as favours to be conferred by
Government on well-behaved representa-
tives of the people or representatives who

_promise fto be well-behaved. This has

become more a source of corruption so
far as public life in- Mysore ‘is concerned.
Chere i8 no lack of it as it is today. .

There is no influential non-official that
otherwise can be a real representative of
the people, who is not in one way or other
under the influence of the Executive. The
inferiority of the non-official is due, firstly,
to the fact that economically it is the
Government servant that is better than a
non-official. There can be no comparison
between official salaries and the income
of the average individual in the  State.
This is a vital weakness. In all ways
possible including using the influence of
relations who happen to be officials of
Government or who will be so, they are
coerced to depart from the path they are
tonvinced is right. Inspite of all its non-
official - activities for the last 20 years or
more, Mysore be it said to the credit of
the administration,” has not been allowed
to produce one sincere, honest. and
incorruptible public worker, But T am
sure there ismany an honest public worker
who is unhappy over the quarrels with
himself and his conscience. The visitors

_ to Mysore, including the Congress leaders,

only look to the beauty and the calmness
of the places they visit. But they cannot
realise the fact that people in general have

no share in their making. To them .

economic problems are all inportant. No
doubt one wants beauty, art ctc. but are
they not secondary to the need of food
which the masses want? Do they want
electricity for their villages or do they
prefer reduction of taxes ? They want
reduction of taxes and capacity to pay for
electricity before they get it. It is happy
to find that thotigh Rajaji as Premier of
Madras had nothing ' to say about Mysore,
he had some caustic remarks to make on
its Press a fow day ago when he laid down

“the reins of office. The Press in Mysore

is a muzzled Press. If an article or for
that matter an inconvenient bit of news
appears in a newspaper, it is not unusual
for the District Magistrate to send a
warning to the editor of the paper. If
thera be any persistence in giving out the
blunt truth, the' punishment comes. in

r

the shape of denying Government
advertisement and circulars. Departments
and officials do not. subseribe to the
paper. These steps tell effectively on the
paper. In fact, any newspaper that thrives
in Mysore must count on Government
support, Otherwise its existence is shaky.
The influence of Government has spread
visibly to newspapers of Madras also,

Seperate electorates for Mohammadans
is a folly against which Sir 8. Radha-
krishnan  also spoke in October last at
Mysore. A few weeks prior to the intro-
duction of reforms Sir S, Radhakrishnan
perhaps could not think that bureaucracy
is as base here as the bureaucracy of
white men in British India. Bureaucracy
in the States has a garb which give
an impression that the administration
there is for the good of the paople.
Tt is a commonplace of administrative
maxim that people are allowed to
look after themselves than individuals,
however well-intentioned they may be,
will govern them, What the Britisher is
intentionally doing in British India in the
shape of policy of divide and rule, is being
done by the Brown Bureaucrat in the
States in their own interests.

Mysore is said to be in the good books
of all—Britishers, Europeans, Americans
and even the Congressmen. The propo-
ganda system of the Mysore Government
is wide-spread and effective. Of course,
here we have men like Rajaji aad Sri
Krishna Sinha saying bitter things abont
Mysore, Pandit Jawaharlal has no doubt
his own theory about the extinction of the
States and amalgamation of all these
primitive and mediaeval units with British
India. This is, of course, the best and
the ultimate solution of the various ills to
which the Native Sates have been subject.

What is known as the best of the Native
States has proposed for its subjects a
counstitution which no self-respecting
people can. accept. The future of the
unfortunate subjects of‘the Native States

“in India is very gloomy. It would be

something if Mysore adopted the several
reforms that the Madras Government has
carried out during the course of the last
2 months by way of Prohibition, Temple
Entry, Salary cuts, Hospital reforms,
Educational reforms, etc.. in the first
instance. This with the industrial progress
of Mysore, whichis due in a large measure
to the unlimited enthusiasm  and indefati-
gable energy of a single individual, ie,
the present Dewan, will give the people
some satisfaction at least,

However, it is earnestly hoped that the
present constitution will = give place to
another in the course of the next fiveyears.
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SUAIICIS Clxanc[ra QOSQ

From XKarnatak the scene shiflts to
Gujerat but before I invite the resder
thither, I have to indulge in a dxgrnqsmn.
Early in July, béfore leaving Bombay
for Maharashtra and Karnatak, I ran
up to Jubbulpore on a .flying visit.
A Conference had been organised there
by our sympathisers and supporters and
that was the occasion for my going
there—the real object being to popularise
the %rward Bloc in Mahukoshala
Province (i.e. C. P. Hindustani Province).
On ‘that occasion, there wus something
like 8 rally of Forward Bloc-ers from
different districts of Mohukoshala . and
we were able to make a good start with
our organisation there,

1 had been to Jubbulpore in 1232 but
only as & prisoner and I had lived in
Jubbulpore Jail for some months. My
next visit thero was in the capacity of
Congress President, but I went to the

Tripuri ( vear Jubbulpore ) Congress as

an invalid and returncd as . such, Asa
matter of fuct, I had to be

least, The 8 ogan “Forward Bloc Zinda-
bad” (Long live Forward. Bloc) was
vociferously  shouted  everywhere and
when we reached Jubblpore, there was a
seething mass of humunity. All doubts
were sct at rest.-

There was no procession from tha
station, but it had been'fix d for a later
hour:  Ordinarily I dislike processions
immensely~~they are a’ waste of time
and often. eanse ummderabl(. strain and
_discomfort, especially in the day-time,
But in avother scnse they are uweful.
They afford ¢s 'a  peep . info mass
psychology and with all my political
preoccupations, [- have not been able to
abandon my interest in Psychology or in
Philosophy. Purched on a throne-like
chair in a lorry or on the hood of a cnr
or in a gai.y decorated horse-drawn
vehicle, one has a rare opportunity of
watching crowds of men an(f) women and
studying their psychology.  No doubt
one feels funny and awkard at times, as
perhaps a doll in a show-case would, if
imbued with life. Neverthcless, at times
the experience is worth having, -

And 8o it was in the case of Jubbulpore.
The mammoth. procession reveald to me
in an anmistnkable manner the atfection
of the crowds and their spontancous

the All-India  demonstrations we had
planned for the 9th July. * A8 the reader’
will remawber, the Al India Congress
Committee  which had met in Bombay
towards the vnd of June had- passed two
resolutions to which we Leftists hud taken
serious  exception, Oune - of them hnd
prohibited  Congressmen - from  offering
Satyagraha or Civil Disobedience  without
the previow. sanction of the Provineial

Congress memt.u*v, while the other had

mude the lougress Minisivies in  the
proviuces x\rm.xlly independent of the
Provincial Congress - Cofiwittees  concer-,
ned.  In the view of the Leftists, these
resolutions were caleulnted - to strengthen
the position of the Rightists and to take
the Congroeass awny from the path of mass
struggle and it was consequently felt
desitnble and necessary to voice our
protest against them, 7The observance of
an All-Indix Day on the 9th July for this
purpose had accordingly been decided on
by the Lut’t Consolidution Committee—
snd not by the Forward Bloc alone.
Behind the statetnent of Dr, Rajendra
Pra~ud was the veilid threat of disciplinary
action aud nobody could iniss it. - As soon
a8 I read the statement, it appeared
necessary to convene a. meeting of Left
Cousolidation Committee to consider it.

Representatives of the Socialist

carricd on a stretcher and in

$*urty, Nationul IFront Group,

an ambulance car and siw
practically nothing of Jubbul-
pore or Tripuri or. the Tripuri

GL’IMPSESH-OF MY TOUR

)

Hadical League and Forward
Bine  accordingly met and
considercd the statement and

Congress. " I was only in-

~form d by friends that the

Presidential procession was a magnificent
affuit and my absence was keenly fult by
the multitude from the surrounding
countryside, But it was one thing to go
a8 a Congress President and with all the
halo that surrounds him. But it was
quite a different proposition to go asa
mere Congressman and with the Jabel
of a rebel agninst the Congress High
Command. Till then I had not done
anything which could be stigmatised as
an act of rebellion—1{ had simply resigned
the Congrenss Presidentship and joindéd the
Forward Bloé, Nevertheless, in  official
Congress cireles it was  regarded as s
revolt and proclimed as such. Jubbulpore
wiis the first place [ visited after the
Al India Conferonce of the Forward
Bloc and consequently there was an
add d significance in my experience there,

As so0on a8 my train steamed into the
Central Province I realised what sort of
weloome I would have there, There were
crowds—enthnsiustic -~ crowds —at  the
wayside stations and it was clear that the
stigma given by the o lcid leaders of the
Coungress hud not affected them ia the

“trations was the small,

rmpomp to the cause I was advecating, *

The public meeting wiis alko an undoubted
suceess and nceording to local friends,
both the procession and the mesting
were on a par with the best records of
Jubbulpore.

Not less important than these demons-
c]om d- dnor
“Conference of workers from different
districts: of the province, A skeleton
organisation was ot up thore and we had
the. sutistuction of lenving behind something
permanent.  From Jubbulpore [ paid a
hasty visit to Mandla by car.’ There
under the scorching midday sun of May
was a large and exoectant-crowd, It was
p-rhaps  midwunmer. madness to  wait
under the scorching sun for hours to hear
a rebel, but thers was somithing noble,
something suered in this type of mndnoss
whiéh makes one oblivious to sun or rain,

.~ Coming back to Bombay from Jubbul-
pore I found once again engor crowd<: nt
intermediate stations where short speeches
hud to be made. T could not help rogre-
tting that the visit to Mahukoshals had to
be so short,

On rvwhmg Bombny on the 7th Juna
a surprise was in store for me. Thiz was
the staterment of the Congress President,

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, virtuully banning

ulso reviewed thé * general
sitaation. Woe  found no

reason to olter our previous  dicision.
Arrangements were therefore st on foot
for a proper observance in Bombay.

An attenpt wan thereafter made by
Mr. M.N. Ray to conntermand this
d cision on behalf of the Radienl League
and also to influence the Congress Socialist
Party to that end, through the medivm of
Pandit Juwaharlil Nehru—~butin Bowbay,
a8 in most places in India, the demons-
tration was held under the )omt auspices
of tha above four oryganisations and of
the Kishau Sabha,

This was the first open clash between
the Left and Right after the formation
of the Loft Consalidution Committee and
people in Bombay were excecding y curions
and anxious to <ee how the general publie
would respond to the eall of the Left,
There w.re also vague rumours of the
suoporters of the Rightists coming to
brenk up. onr meetings. But nothing
untoward happencd. Al the meetings
held in Bonibay were eminently sace ss-
ful. T atteuded the one at the Framji
Cowasji Institute Hall whivh was packed
toits fullest capac ty, witha large overflow
cerowd waiing outs de. The enthusiasm
of the pnbii- was at its highust pitch,

8o we crussed the first hurdle,

( To be Continued }
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BOOK REVIEW

RALP HF OX—-UQ (Wrtter (n uqrms

‘Edited by John ‘Lehmann, T
* Jackson, C.. Day Lewia, Published by
Lawrence and Wishart, London.
Born in a comfortable middle-class
home in Hulifax in 1900, Ralph was endo~
wed  with that amount of litcrary genius
by which he could at easc slip into the
ivory tower of pure inteiicctualism and
keep himself aloof from the hum of day~
to-day life or dry politics. Instead Ralph

'Jt

“was found amidst the famine: stricken area

~ of the Soviet Union in 1420. Instead he
joined the Commumst Party and died at
36, fighting against .the rchels in Spain.
And. his death . was, as Hurold Liaski has
written, ‘a fulfilment. It was, for him,
simply a necessary service (o his ideal.” In
Ralph we find a magnificent alliance of
mental and manual worker in the fight
agninst Fasciem and War, a combination of
qualities that can muke both pen and
sword equally mighty., In the death of
Ralph we thercfore do not sec “a tragic
waste.” That is not any tribute to com-
rade JFox or to other comrades, who died
* for the cause of democracy, freedom and
peace on the Spanish Front, They live
~again, in the way that we wili now be

working hard for the victo ry of Spanish

democracy, that

“Still frecdom yet, thy banner
torn but flying,
btreams lxke a thunderstorm
agaiust the wind,”

_ Apart from his knowledge of hlstory
and valuable contributions to the history
of past and present, Ralph’s smsthetio
sense, literary taste and artistic (ariticiams
descrve special attention today of that
vicious section of Pscudo-Marsists,” who
distort both Murxism and Marxist
‘philosophy of art by explaining them in
their own curiously perverted ways, They
may -be referred to Ralph’s -The movel
and f}ze people where they will find these -
hnes “It is the lights and colours, the
“forms and shapes, the breath of the Wmds,
:the scents of life, the physical beauty or
the physical ugliness of animal life,
_including the lives of human beings, the
acts, the thoughts, the dreams.of actual
~ men and women, including the creator

——FRE

himself;, that form the stuff of art.
Milton demwmnded three things of poetry,
that it be siniple, sensuouns and passionate.
But docs not ‘Marxisro clnim that works
of urt are merely a reflection of cconomic
necds and economic proeosaes ? It will be
objectrd, No, this is not the view of
Marxism, thongh itis the view of a num-
ber of materialists of the nincteonth
century of the positivist school whose
view have nothing in common with
Marxian, dialectical materialism,”

These are the words of one of the
most distinguished Marxists of the world.

-8Should we not listen to him with- respeet ?

Marxism . certainly believes that .the
material mode of life 'in the end deter-
mines the intellectual. But Marzism
never claims that the counection between
the two is direct and mechanical. Murxism
never lends support to this theory that
because capitalism repluces feudalism,
and socialism replaces capitalism, there-
fore all great artists must in consequence
reflect. the needs of capitalist class and
then the proletariat cluss, and capitalist
art stands on a higher lovel than feudal

art, and proletarian art is superior to

capitalist art. Such crude, perverted and
vulgar views are foreign to the whole
spirit of Marxism.

Ralph  Iox’s political writings form
the greater bulk of his work, His two
voluues on The class struggle in Brituin
Colonial . Policy or British Imperialism,

his pamphlet Marx and Engels on the
Irish Guestion, and his Lenin, a biography
were all the product of his term of service
in the Marx-Engels Institute in. Moscow.
He has shown his power in his Lenin
and Communism and in his Genyhis Khan

‘he has reached his full strength. Ralph

can never be condemned as heretical and
frenkish. In his writings bhe was able to
breuk away from the two besetting sins
of the old, pre-war British Marxist writers,
the substitution of a Party jargon for
living style and the substitution of fossi-
lized and frozen concepts for real thinking.
Bdom meeting with KEngels’ stern protest,
“to many of our comrades the Materialist
Conception of History is an ‘excuse for
not studying history”—Ralph Fox was
eager to adventure into and ¢xplore phrases
and aspects of Marxism and concrete
applications of the Marxian method.
Ralph really injected life into the dry
bones of history and made Murxist
literature exquisitely beautiful, flexible,
living and charming,

The book reviewed contains fragments
from his works, and articles to papers
now defunct. As such, it is not only
worth-buying, but we believe, it will be
read with deep interest and great benefit
even by those who haye a curiosity of
knowing the philosophy of Marxism in
all ite aspects—political,  economic,
literary, historical, and social. . G.

. .
i

~office will take place on the 25th. November.

NOTICE

It is hereby notified for information to all con-
cerned that the office of the Forward Bloc will be
removed to 62, Bowbazar St. CALCUTTA (second floor) from

the 1st December next.

The opening ceremony of our new

All

communications intended for the Forward Bloc should ‘
hence-forth be sent to t,he new address.
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))
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KAVIRAJ S. P. SHARMA
P.O. HOWRAH, (Bengal) .
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Send As. -f12/- for Postage only. {g

|

f

s

|
s

Phone ;——Bm?ﬁ.

D. RATAN & CO.
ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS

22-1, CORNWALLIS STREET,

‘ CALCUTTA.

L.
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23/2 Dharamtola $t. Calcutta.
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War in France is ‘CWar' on

N A ‘German propaganda leaflet, addressed
to the Freiich, warns the neighbours

on the Rhine: “England will fight Germany

to the last Frenchman.” The propaganda

will fail to hit its mark, especially as the

Frenchmen sce their Gamelnin at the

head of the British troops massing in their

own Maginot Line, and, the Supreme War

Council of the Allies which met last show

closer merging of the two fighting forces

on all fronts, military and economie, in a

united effort to ward off the Prussian

- menace. But the propaganda is an indica~
tion of the QGerman linc of war-time

diplomacy. It will aim at detaching

~ France from Britain. Germany declares
that she has no scores to settle with

. France, who is being made to fight
Britain’s  battle. It may be s war

tn Irance, but not a war on France.

This war tactic of the Nuzis, no less than

the Rhine floods and the winter difficul-

ties of their motorized army, cxplains

why the threatened offensive on the

Western Front did not come off. Germany

had all along desired to avoid a waron

two Fronts, East and West, which

frastrated her plans in 1914. The

Soviet-Nuzi agreement has presented her

with the desired condition. But the

imminent offensive is stuyed for sowetime. .

Germany is attempting to break the

blockade rather than:break through the

Maginot barrage into France. It has
been evident from the very first that
Germany has treated the Western
Front as camparatively. secondary and
aimed her blows more on Britain.

and of course, the
is a direct attempt at thwarting the British
rule of the waves and the world too. The
“mine warfare” i an answer to. the

_Britisher—aund to the neutruls who are

forced to submit to the. British dictafcion
_ at the sea.
Thus, the war, called ‘strangest of all

wars’ by Mr. Chamberlain, has inspite of

everything come to be regarded as a war

between Britain and Germany, between

" looked opn her as their protector.

- orthodoxy would not yield so
There
have been fewer air attacks on France, .
even fewer attempts on the Krench -
positions in ‘the interior, than on Britain,
“U-Boat” campaign .

British Imperialism and the imperiatist
ambition ‘of Germany, and France has
been taken to be more or less a minor
partner in the game. The Germans at
any rate want the ‘world to believe
that left to hersclf France would certainly

object to be the cockpit again of the two .

forces, and French people would refuse

to undergo again the brunt for others

But their diplomatic subservience to
Britain today leaves them no ,option but
to accept this terrible fate : they are more
a victim than willing sacrifice.

French diplomacy has undoubtedly

had a minor role to play in the affuirs of
Europe for the last few years, The post-
war era whas the cra of Freich supremacy

in the Continent.” France was secure -

because of the Versailles Treaty. - The
foundations laid there in 1918 were
considered to be very strong. France began
to build up a system of alliances with
the powers around the Weimar Republic.
The offsprings of Versailles natlir'-;‘n‘l}ly

e
rise of France cclipsed . Britain on the

- Continent which had to fall back on the

traditional British poliey of isolation, from

" the continental entanglements, and, thus
" retire practically from European politics.
-~ Only Mussolini stood out as a new-risen

challenge to Irench supremacy in the
Mediterranean  world and  southern
Europe. France shaped the continental

‘policy; and successfully withstood “the

onslaught of the economic depression

in 1930, when even Britain bad to go off

the gold. She scemed to be. solid like
arock on the Versaillea foundations.
The rise of Hitler in this world of
Euorope was, however, bound to close
this.  era of Versailles, But French
easily.
It tried to save itself by a c¢hain
of alliances which redounds to the great
credit of one of her premiers, M. Laval,
The Abyssinian adventure of Mussolini
offered France - the opportunity for

! patching up with Iialy. The wisdom of

it was undeniable in a world in which
idealism was defcated as early as 1918,
and, now French national interests weve
to suffer - defeat from- Nagism, The
Laval-Hoare proposals were a proof of

French realigm and British fellowship in a -

dishonour. It was a betrayal no doubt of
the sacred principles of the League. DBut

. who wanted loyalty to the League to stand
in the way of the political interests of - his
a_temporary

states ? Sir Samuel was
sacrifice to Dritish “demoeratic outery,
only meant to be re-installed with due
recognition of his service to Mr. Chamber-

-diplomacy was replaced
. Franco~-British

f‘:‘f rance

—By Gopal ‘Haldar

la'n and the uling classes of Britain. But
the lLaval policy was pot disowned.
Abyssinia was the price for the Italian
friendship which- France seeurcd and
Britain retaincd, in spite of their playing
at _the Bunetions, French diplomacy
pushed on in the line ; Poland and (‘zecho-
slovakia wu.re more closely tied; in a
common  interest in  Czecho-Slovakia,
Frunce and  Russia found: themselves
closer than ever since the Russian
Revolution. and, the Little Eniente was
still  retained undér the French
guardianshiy. M. Laval keptthe Versailles
facade in repairs. —
The break came as France with the
Nazi occuption ot Rhineland looked to
Britain for so-operation and united action.
More and uiore, France began to believe .
in the Baldwin dictum that the British
frontiers are no longer at Dover, but on
the Rhine. Airways and air war were
abolishing the distances and the Channel
was no wore. Britain was no longer the -
tight little island”, but Continental ; and
Great Brituin and France bound by their
strategic. vosition, were bound to be
partners in defepce if any of them are
attacked. This loosened the Laval links
in the Jronch chain of alliances; and,
British friendship came to be more and
more the sheet-anchor of French policy,
Bpain proved to be the tesi for France—
ind p.ndert pursuit of Freneh continental
now by the
joint moves-~or  joint
inaction.  The Nazi menace hnd proved
too much a strain on the French nerves
inspite of their long line of "alliances

cencireling Germany, The guarantee .of

the British Empire came thercfore to be
highly prized under the circumstances,
Spain was ‘more essential to French
national existence than anything else.
Sull the Republic was allowed -even
by M. Blum to be slaughtered for the

" sake of the British alliance. Britain had

never viewed with glade:ss the French
influence on the Continent. One by one,
these were now knocked out.  Finally
went the Russian relation and France
declined diplomatically into a vassal of
the British foreign policy.

This position of France is sought to
be banked on by Germany. Hence France
is puinted as a victim—and not as the
Enemy.. . Germany ironically even refers
to the “democratic right of self determi-
nation for the French people against
British imperiulism.” But French realism
knows teo much of Hitler to be taken in

- by this ri:se. i ‘

And cnee there is War in France it
would at once prove to be War ¢n
France—und that in all its nakedness and
brutality.

FORWARD BLOC; COLLECTED VOLUME : 317




18

FORWARD BLOC

- Juimangal Sharma, Pleader,

4. Com. Shiva Kuwar

~remarked  Sj. Bose in

F orWatd Bloc News.

Karnatak Workers’ Conference
A meeting of the Forward Bloc
workers of Karnatak Province was held
on the 19th November when Ramdurg

" and Mysore problems came under discus-

sion, The possibility of calling a Pro-
vincial Political Conference was also

_considered and a resolution adopted in

this conneetion.

Muzaffarpur F. .B.

© A meeting of the members of the
| Forward Bloe, Muzaffarpur District, was

held some time ago at the residince of 8i
under the
Presidentship of 8j, Amaresh Dwibedi.
The Provineial . Organising Committee
was dissolved and the District Committce
was formed, which in its turn elccted the
Exceutive Committee for this term as
follows ;= )
1. 8j. Durgadut Panday
2., Janardan Prasad

Vinayak . Vice-President
8. , Jaimangal Sharma .

President.

Sinba Gen, Secretary
Si.' Sarat Bose's Speech at Dhubri

A strong ‘plea for a more dynamic
policy on the part of the Corgress leader-

shin was put forward by Sj Sarat.
Chandra Bose, loader of the Bengal
Coneress: Parliamentary . Party, while

presiding at the first conference of the
Dhubri  Stndents’ Toderation  held  at
Dhubri on Sunday ( November 19 ),

“I do not subscribe to the view,”
course ..of the
specch “that the country is not ready to

" mike a fresh effort for achicving nationul
- independence. The fitness of a people

for launc“ing a struggle for freedom
may be variously measured. In sucha
matter, all criterin caunot be satisfied by
all men, Instead of expecting an inhu-
‘man standard of perfection, we should

judge the people braadly by their spirit
- as a whale. By this standurd, T enngider
~the people of Tndia as

gnalified for
claiming and striving for freedow as any

other people on the carth,”

|
{
1
|

{
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Letters To The Fditor

* Why Indian India Prefers the Forward Bloc ?

To , - ,
‘The Editor, Forward Bloc
SR, ‘
The vacillating and retrogressive policy
of the Congress towards the Native States
has caused serions repercussions and poli-
tical catastrophes in them at a stage
when . these States  were expretantly

looking for gnidance and inspiration from
the grent and the only political organisa-

tion striving for the social, economic and’
political emancipation of the nation. The-

Indian Indin comprising more than six
hundred Native States, both emall and
large, though demarcated by boundarivs, is
indivisible from British India and the
struggle for Responsible Government in

.these States is only jpart of the great

struggle going on for the liberation of
whole India. Hence frecdoui-loving men
of India for a moment cannot but think of
the political uplift aud freedom of these
States.

There has now sct in some unrest in the
placid condition of the States. But the
autoeratic- rulers thereof who are bound
by treaties with the Parnmont Power and

" who are the true agencies for perpetunting

British Imperialism, are not prepared to
grant full Responsible: Government in
their States, as that will materinlly weaken
their autoeratic rule and give power to the
popular element in the administration, As
a result of the agitation for Responsible
Gavernment, the States’ people are now
being subjected to most inhuman repre-
gsions of various kinds,

“Thongh some sort of constitutional
reforms in the name of Responsible
Government bave been inanguratid in
some States, these hollow reforms instend

“of premeting antonomy in them, have

only retarded thoir political advance
and well-being. In some States like
Cochin and Rajkot these reforms have
cansed deadlocks and retrogression in
the political field. The States’ rulers and
and their opportunist friends may land
these reforms to the sky, but an unbiasscd
and discerning ‘man  will dcclare
unambiguously that these reforms aro not

at all a panacea for the innumerable
disubilitics of the States’ people. - But the
voice of the States’ people is helpless,
Tlie rulers can resort ‘to auny sort of

repression to put drwn the agitation for

Responsible Government, as there is none
to question their egocentric and inhuman
diserotions.  The British Government will
only buttress up these rulers to maintain
the stutus qu .

In these circumstances, the greatest
reprvsentnti've politiecnl  orgynisation of

- India like the Iudun National Cougress

should, without  hesitation, directly
interfere in the affairs of the States and
further the striggle for frecdom. DBut
unfortunately, the Congress has not
hitherto rendered substantial help to the
Nautive States. The  decision of the
Tripuri Session of the Congress leaving
the States to their pitiable lot was most
disappointing and detrimental to the people
there, The request of the States people
for Congress interfirence ended s a cry
in the wilderness.” As a restilt of opinions
expressed from various radical Congress

circles demanding Congress interlorence -
“in the States, the Haripura Scsrion

passcd a much more forward and worthy
rerolution about the States. But Con-
gress High Command was not prepared
to implement that resolution when occa-
sion arose, :

Why is it 80 ? The answer is that
the militant spirit of the Congress has

undergone a “progressive deterioration”

and it has of late degenerated from a
fighting organisation into a machinery
for running elections and taking discipli-
nary actions again;’c sincere  champions
of the Nationnl Cause, This lull and

innction conpled with the ‘most disaetrous

and retrogressive policy of the High

"Command, have led to the formation of

the Forward Bloe. The blog, as its name
implics hns a most forward and definite
policy sud programme, Its timely
decision .to direetly interfere in the
affuirs of the States is welcomed by
all  frecdom-loving people not only
in the States themselves but in British
Indis as well, In the mattor of Indin’s

“the Blee.

dominntad politics.

freedoin the Bloc is not prepared to strike
up any basc and dishonourable compromise
with the Lriti-h Government. There are
other ren ons also for States favouring
The Bloe champions-the cause
of the workess and the kisans. Its aim .
i§ the nltimata consolidation’ of all leftist
forces and ss a result it will be able to
bring =bout » radical change in the policy
and jrograrime of the Congrese. The

Indian Indl. is’ eagerly - awaiting  that

inevit:ble nud essential change by which
only she will be able to weed out the
fendal and autoeratic order and attain’
complete freedom,

Cochin, C. R. KuNHUNNL
15th November,

Mystic Attitude in Poliiic#

Sir,

There was a time when religion

In Europe it was

the time whion the Church and: the State
were the parts of one organisation. But

in later times polities shook: off the shack-

les +f relivion and became a sepsrate

and aistinet entity in human activities, It

is sivange that today Gandhbiji declares

‘that religon and politics ave inscparable

with him, But this is hardly in keeping

with modern thirking. Our spiritualists

who generaily detest politics and regard

it a» a sordid game, sonietimes come

forwurd nud maintuin that here is our -
special conteibution to the world,  People

not «ubseribing to this view are generally

lovked down upon by them., The other

side too, in its turn, is pefsisting in its

attitude. Thus bitterness grows.

Many of our ‘nineteenth century
polit.cal tenders in India were believers
in vedantism or had nystic inclinations
but they ¢id ‘not bring those things in
politics.  With the coming of Gandhiji
mysticism rlong with its Ashramic para-
phernalia’ has been introduced in political

‘sphere, This has certainly maddled things.

In the inicrest of political progress and
welinre, a scientifio attitude should be

brought to bear on politics.

Malgiion, 8. 8. KHANOLKAR
Bouw:bay Fresidency.

an——
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Subhas Chandra Bose .
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A A All kinds of lfEs}ncm’ T;n;‘our augi ‘Sarc}?mn
A\{ * ave
DAC c A. ;‘;:n et:‘:iic‘:l:l‘i;’:urleg.ne“ep ly fgol;e.free ﬁ?eyramte
— ) — to the princlpll Rajvui ya Probhakar Chatto-
pldhy, M.A. Bowbaxar St, Caleutta,
I vunted the Sakti Oushadhalaya Dacea, to-day and was very kindly shown ] : Phono 4039 B. B.

round the premiscs. Indegonous medicines are ptepur(-d here on a large scale and
in accordance with Ayurvedic principles. The institution refleets great credit on

Babu Mathura Mohan Chakravarty, whose enterprive has brought Ayurvedic '

medicines within the reach of the 'poor [ wish all success to the institution which D- No BOSE’ S HOSIERY
he has built up after so much enterprise and hard labour for a long period. The :

success of Sakti Qushadhaluya, Dacen, means the popularity of Ayurveda throughout FACT ORY
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the country and this in its turn mums the rehef of sutferivg humanity.™
Phanindramohan Makhopadhyay Chakravarty : >
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