S P U S S

| Nt it again

FORWARD B

A POLITICAL WEEKLY -
Editor —SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

VOL 1. No. 18 . CALCUTTA, SATURDAY DECEMBER 9, 1939 —ONE ANNA

(g"l J/us Lssue

Treading on a Perilous Path
By Swami Saha;anand Saraswati !

The ngﬁdy of Furopean hb@mhsm
| By Prof. Hirendra Nath Mukerjee. |

Ete. ' Ete.

To, . ; %
Messrs. SHILPA-PEETH LIMITED, Mysore,
CALCUTTA. _ : ; 28-10-39.
Gentlemen,
“ﬂghly apprecxahd the display of your spirit stoves and {able lamps at - the Mysorn
Dasara Exhibition. | was personally present at the funchon of distribution of awards of

merit by H. H. THE CROWN PRINCE OF MYSORE and ‘was highly gra'ﬂhed by the
dedaruhon of the 1939 GOLD MEDAL {or your manufactures.

| pray to God that you may achieve success in your enferprlse and ihus glorify ‘tha‘

name of Be 1gal in Indla and abroad

‘ _ 5 Yours eincerely.
Translated. o A I Sd/ Keshabchandra Chakrabarty,

- Madrag,a ?ﬁgiﬁ:tam—« S H | LP A PE ETH LI M "‘ED | Bombay J;istributors—

- V.PRABHA & CO.

ELECTRICALS ‘ Rangoon Distributors—

co. : ALAM BA:AR, CALCUTTA- H. HIRJl & CO.
—— . -
p—————=—— =

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 341




2 FORWARD BLOC

= T

ECONOMY : ' Why Worry 11 P
For SoNronT > USE DESHABANDHU'S UNIQUE ASSURANCE (0., LIMITED
) ers all that are best in Iinsurance.

Claims paid in 1938 exceed Rs. 1,00,000.

4 ' . BH ARAT HOSIERY . 100 families saved from ruin and starvation in 1938,

FACTORY’S ‘ ; For paztculars apply to :—UNIQUE ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD.
) std. .
Vests, Banians & Underwears - : 1A, VANSITTART ROW, CALCUTTA.

Very fine, durable, accurate
time keeper, s?r. size 5 years
guaranteed

A PURE | s

%  SWADESHI | ) §§ G. RAY & COI
PRODUCT § : i % ‘ |
Office—9, SITARAM GHOSH ST., CALCUTTA g FAMOlSSD la'ASKERs

i |

! i | ol

! Fire and Burglar-Proof Steel Safes, Chests,

EARN Rs. 300/- | |

Cabinets, Strong Rooms and Gates,
; Locks and Padlocks of Chests and
g Almirahs and Jewellery.

ever wrist i{
watch, sold by other for | .{
Re. 10-0-0 bur we offer ;
3-8-0 only postage and
packing -0-10-0 free for
three at a time.

WATSON & Co.
21-A, CANNING STREET,
CALCUTTA,

{

_ $§ We have newly discovered that with the

; help of Oxygen our Safes cannot be opened.

their efforts, Goondas could not break'open Almirahs made by us. This is our test
as it {s guarded with Armour Stecl so Dacoits and thieves cannot break it,

HERNIA

Wonderful remedy by outward appli-
cation. Thousands benefited without
operation. ' Apply for testimonials and | {{
directions :—H. C. ROY, specialist in
Hernia, Divine Treatment Hall,
118, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta

Tlustrated Catalogue is sent on request. g
Office :—T0/1, Clive St. Calcutta, Factory i—Ulitadanga Main Road, Calcutta, Phone: Cal, 1832.

=

g During the Hindu-Mussalman riots in Caleutta, Cawnpore, Chittagong and Dacca despite all e]

)
3 )
{

B
v/

PUJA CONCESSION !

Superfine Darjeeling ‘Blend

PYRAMID TEA

lOnly As -/12/,— for 1 b, packet,
< .
| SR

74 1,CLIVE ST CAL.

|

i No Remedy Is better than .

|| NEUROL

in case of any weakness of brain,
nerves. and -heart. It promptly - relieves,
vertigo, sleeplessness and palpitation of
heart and asthma. As it strengthens
memory, students and brain workers are
greatly bonefited by it. There is nothir g

VA AN AN

WA

N\
AP NN

Av N

Y
i

like neurol to give new energy to both e _'W.,,,,,,,_,,,,.,.,..;.-%—;_.”
body and mind. Phial Rs 1/12. To be A AN At P A A 550
had of DESHBANDHU MEDICAL IS THE ONLY

HALL 128D. Maniktola Road, Calcutta. BODY BUILDER

NN FOR INFANTS, |
~ srockssr SARBAMANGALA BHANDER

PHONE CAL, B8Y. p

~or Typewriters /

¥ Globe Typewritex{ =
Co., ' - . ‘

10, Clive Row, Caleutta.| - 47, RAJAR CHAWK, CALCUTTA.

R

' FORWARD, BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 342




FORWARD BLOC

FORWARD BLOC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

After a temporary lapse from
its customary role, the “Friend of
India” has once again appeared in
its true colours. During a tempo-
rary lapse, it shows balance, dignity
and sense of proportion in dealing
‘with affairs both internal and
external. But when it comes back
to its own, it appears as rabid as
a mad dog. In one matter, how-
ever, the “Friend of India” has
been consistent throughout viz., its
deep dislike and hatred for the
present writer.  Unlike most
Britons, it cannot stand straight-
forwardness in politics, but fancies
those who can cringe and fawn.

One can only hope that the
“Friend of India” does not really
reflect the mind of Britons in
‘India—whether official or mnon-
official. For if it does, then one
must indeed have a poor’opinion
of them. Itis difficult to conceive
that they are so erratic and
eccentric, changing their views as
quickly as a political weather-
cock.,  For months, our “Friend”
“had been advocating a liberal and
‘progressive policy with regard to
India. But on the eve of the
Viceregal statement in October,
it suddenly assumed a die-hard
complexion. Subsequent - thereto,
it has been blowing hot and cold
alternately.

In foreign affairs, the “Friend
of India” was, prior to the war,
remarkably well-informed, though
its foreign policy might not have
met with approval in all quarters.
In the old days it was anti-Soviet

Eastern Poland

‘But in spite of all this,

to the core. But the rise of the
Nazis to power served to blunt the
edge of its hatred for Russia and
things Russian.” A soft corner for
the U.S.8. R, gradually became
noticeable and the wrath of the
paper was directed against Nazi
Germany. This tendency persi-
sted even after the outbreak of war
in Europe and the “absorption of
in' the U.S.8.R.
But since hostilities broke out
between Finland and Soviet Russia,
our “Friend” has gone off its head
and its writings have been more
like the raving: of a lunatic than

~ the arguments of intelligent and
responsible
-perhaps to this stroke.of lunacy

* journalism. . Owing

it has drifted along the path of
dishouest journalism. When the

All-Tndia Working' Committee of.

the Forward Bloc was holding its

‘deliberations in Calcutta on the

24th November and the following

days, all the papers published its -
.resolutions and also reprinted the

editorials of “Forward Bloc”, our
official organ, but the “Friend of
India” did not. Nevertheless, on

"the 4th December, it commented

editorially on the above in the

-course of a very significant article

under the caption “You have been
warned.”
That the' “Frlend of India”.has

always had a specially soft corner

for us-—who in India does not
know ? And this affection deepe-
ned since it had to appear and
answer before a Court of Law.
should
there be no honesty in journalism ?
In the old days, Indian nationalists
who had to be denounced used to

_be painted red as agents of Moscow.
‘Communism was the bogey that
~had to be raised every now and

then and the picture of Red gold
flowing

into India then used to’

be dangled before the public eye.
Atfter gome fime the Rome-Beérlin-
Tokyo Axis supplanted . Moscow
and Russia became respectable for
a while. Whether it was Soviet.
essociation with Geneva or Stalinite
repudiation of Trotsky or superior
hatred for Berlin on the Friend’s
part that accounted for this respec-
tability, one does not know. But
it was amusing to notice our
“Friend” fraternising-with Moscow
in order to spite Berlin. It was
no longer dangerous for an Indian

pationalist to be ecalled & friend

of Moscow. To have any sympathy
for the Nazis or for the partners
of the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo - Axis
constituted the real danger. To -
our “Friend’s” eyes, the flow of
Red gold into India ceased—and
henceforth it was the Axis gold
that began to poison. ,(Indian
nationalists. Certain sentences in
the writer’s book, “The Indian
Struggle 1920-1934”, taken out of
their context, proved handy and a
series of denunciatory articles
appeared in the columns of the
“Statesman.” This tirade was
reminiscent of a similar campaign

'directed against the writer about

eight years ago, preparatory to his
incarceration without trial under
Regulation III of 1811.

After a short lull the attack has

started again, the spearhead being

its leader of the 4th December,
There is, however, one difficulty
before our “Friend” on this
occasion. What is the scare it is to
raise ? Moscow or Terrorism or
Berlin Revolution or What ? To
solve this obvious difficulty, the Fran-
kenstein it is trying to create is
the Hitler-Stalin épmb;ination. And
to prepare the necessary back-
ground for the panic it has to .
rouse in this country, it has made
a medley of all possible bogeys in
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two articles on “Communism in
India” in  its issues of the 6th and
7th December. In " this motly
crowd the villain of the piece is
no longer Hitler—it is now Stalin,

Perhaps there is one piece of
miscalculation on the part of our
© “Friend.” The Indian public are
no longef as unsophisticated as they
weré some years ago.

India’s” game and through the
elaborate offieial propaganda con-
duoted in its columns. We would,
however, like to know if this is
cricket as generally understood.
Coming events cast their sha-
dows before. So do these articles.
We know what is coming, but we
“are not disturbed, Everything has
its price, so has Liberty. We have
to pay the price of Liberty, but it
is as well for Britishers to remember
that browbeating and bullying—with'
or without gloves—will no Ionger
do. It is a changed India that
we live in.
- And the Europe that Tndia faces
t;oda;y is also a changed Europe.

ey,

British Siatesmanship on Trial

Sir Stafford Cripps has, it
appears, come.  with a hopeful
. message for India. Of course, he is
visiting this country in a private
" capacity and the opinions he airs
are only his own,
India‘ are mnot his views of the
difficult = situation that confronts
Indo-British relations today, valu-
able though they undoubtedly are,
Tt i is rather his impressions about
the present attitude of the ruling
classes in Britain towards India that
‘interest us most profoundly. “There

- has

They can .
now see through the “Friend of

What concerns

is a distinct change” Sir Stafford
said, ‘“even on the part of
Conservatives with regard to India
and nobody wants to alienate the
sympathies of the country. A move-
ment is rapidly gaining ground in
England in favour of India and
some . are making very careful
investigations in this direction.”
The news ig certainly assuring if
true, but we have our doubts as to
‘how far this study of the Conser-
vative British mind is real and how
far of it is mere wishful thinking.
The picture, as we visnalise it,
does mot appear to us to be as
bright as Sir Stafford would make
us believe. An Attlee, a Cripps or a
Laski may afford to be generous,
But those who stand at the centre
of the stage, those who are guiding
or misguiding the destinies of
Britain today, have remained either

discreetly silent or vague and halting

in their utterances regarding India.
Neither the . pressure of Liberal
opinion in England nor the scorch-
ing gibe of Hitler has heen able to
induce Mr. Chamberlain to com-
prehend India, Figypt and other

~dependencies and protectorates in

the dreamt-of Federation of free

- nations which, we are told, will be

born on the termination of the
present war, Lord Halifax, quite
true to the team to which he be-
longs, has also been talking of
“International peace” but he is too
careful to mention if his interna-
tional scheme counts India as a
constituent unit in it. By nations
they evidently mean only Whites and
the Darks are to remain tied totheir
dark destiny for all time to come.
That 1s the plan of the British

-Statesmen and we have "as yet

found nothing in their numerous
pronouncements that may chanc'e
our belief in any way.

The truth of the matter is that

England has now found itself
between the horns of a grave
dilemma. No amount of solemn

declarations will convince the world
that after the most callous sacrifice
of Czecho-Slovakia, Abyssinia and
Anstria, 16 was merely ab the spur
of a democratic conscience that
Britain was driven to take the field
against Nazi Germany. But the
rabid aggressiveness of Hitler was
fast
challenge to the siatus quo of Europe
It had got to be resisted. So Britain
had to.raise the cry of democracy
and future world peace in order to
plump for the support and co-opera-
tion of enlightened world opinion
and build up a bulwark against
Now she has

developing into a serious

Nazl aggressiveness.
been caught into the snave of her
own rash professions for, their
carrying out into practice would
disintegration
own vast Empire. The other day
Prof. Harold Taski disclosed in
his letter to the Manchester Guardian
that an “impressive” section of
American opinion has already been
worked up to bitter indignation
against British policy regarding
India. America possibly does not
stand alone in this respect, people
in other countries too, must have
felt like that. This is discomforting,
if not dangerous to Britain. So she
has been forced by circumstances
to have recourse to evasions,
subterfuges and falseboods. She
hag to save her face and save
her Empire, too. Se far as
India is concerned, there is the
excuse of the problem of minorities

mean the of her

to set up as a bar to the recognition.’

of the right of national self-deter-
In a quite convenient
moment the British -Government
has almost begun to burst for its
solicitude for the minorities ; and
with every additional

mination,

n&turally
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" expression of the same Mr. Jinnah
has begun to shriek louder and
louder. The broad historical truth
has been forgotten that there have
been minorities, even dissenting, in
almost all countries and they have

“nowhere constituted an insuperable
barrier to the attainment of national
freedom. This is a problem for India
herself to solve and once the right
of self-determination is recognised,
it will automatically resolve itself.
Let not Britain, in her overflowing
benevolence, worry
about it.

As for India, her stand is firm
and clear. ‘She has spoken out her
mind ' in  unequivocal language.
Nothing short of compléte indepen-
dence will" satisty her. Does Sir
Stafford Cripps believe that Britain
will rise to the height of statesman-
ship and” satisfy India’s national
demand ? Let us wait and see.
For the moment we cannot persuade
ourselves to a sense of elation at
what Sir Stafford has said.

too  much

The Bogey Bgain

“They would come, they would
come,”. in the last quarter of the
nineteenth century our fathers
were silenced with the spectre of a
Czar who would swoop down
through the Himalayan Passes into
our planes, like some Timur or
Scythian Terror. - So, they were to
sleep in the secure arms of British
imperialism.  Japan

was discovered the Lenin legend.
We knew little of Bolshevism but
were kept in constant terror of the
Bolshevik bogey during the years

of post-war ferment when diarchy -

was the panacea. Then, Russia

failed—failed our masters as a

struck the .
death blow to the Czar myth. Then

bogey. As the War came, the fog
descended again—this time on the
soul of the DBritish imperialists
themselves. If only the Soviet
could be netbed on their side—
But then, the Soviet wag, in the
last analysis, the Enemy.—Indian

" journalists were warned by their

mentors that they must not question

" the bona fide of Stalin when he

appeared in Poland.  For he had a
‘community of interest’ with Britain!
Now, Finland has belped to revive
the old bogey. Perhaps Indian
publicists are again to be warned
now why they do not question the
bona fide of the Soviet still.

We were Nazi creatures during

the last three months.if we asked for
our right of self-determination. We

are Bolshevik conspirators today,
when we refuse to forego that
inalienable right. Tomorrow we

“shall prove to be the agents of the
are -

Martian  imperialists  who
designing to destroy the civilization

‘of this globe, and, incidentally,

Pax Britannica in India.  Our
metamorphosis in the imperialist
press amazes ourselves, but would
not insult the intelligence of its

readers. They can even now

- chalk out the paths that lead from

Moscow to Delhi. They would

‘tomorrow point out the inter-spatial
‘batteries set up by those conquering
" Martians

against the Himalayan

ramparts. And we are to live in

_constant tension of the attack from
~across the Himalays of the Marxi-
.ans or the Martians,
‘therefore, our salvation in slavery

and seek,

to God’s good Enlishmen. According

to their conception, we -cannot
yearn for or strive for anything but
slavery. If British chains go,

. Bolshevik chains are to fetter us.

The psychology of the slave-drivers
is only the complement of the
slave-psychology. The bogey they

Defence  of

" by the Bengal police. :
'not 'go into the horrid details.

create out of their imperialist
interests they come themselves to
believe in out of an inertia of soul.
But a people endeavouring to ‘free
itself has vision enough to see that’
freedom does not mean changing
masters, and has courage enough
to think that in the world of today
freedom i3 not to be postponed by
the raising of any bogey. -

"CURRENT COMMENTS

Not A Nazi Story

0ld gods never die, so say
our anthropologists.. In Bengal the
old regime never ends. The politi-
cal prisoners are meantto be a
reminder that the early thirties of

- the century must not be a past

chapter in the late thirties or for
that matter in the early forties.
Sir Nazimuddin is there to spell
out the syllables with the same
accents that he has learnt in- his
unbroken period of tutelege at the
bureaucratic school. So, detention
without trial has' re-appeared, and
our Elysian immortals reign and

‘rule as of ‘old. NotHing new is

learnt, nothing old unlearnt. In
the pages of a contemporary we
read the account of torture in the
police lock-up practised on S;j.
Nripendra Chakraborty, an Assis-
tant BEditor of the Ananda Bazar
Patrika, and Secretary, Bengal
Congress ~ Socialist Party, who
was recently arrested under the
‘India Act. India
was “defended valiantly, we see,
We need

If only the proper names are
changed these would pass for an

"account of Hitler horror, a Nazi

story, and not of Huq regime.
It 'is to be expected that the

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 345




6

Presidency Magistrate will not
allow things to rest there, and
make a thorough inquiry into the
complaints. That dark and shame-
ful deeds are perpetrated on the
arrested men in the I. B. and S. B.
custody is a bye-word in Bengal.
During the 1930-85 period there
were complaipts which were simply
disposed of by Government denials.
We know the value of these
denials ; and we wish our people
would believe them. But some-
thing more than denials, more than
departmental enquiries, more than
the old, old ‘vigorous repudiations’
in the legislatures by the old, old
studerits of the hureaucratic langu-
age is necessary if the people of
Bengal are to be disabused of such

ideas about their great public

gervants—the secret police who
serve them so-secretly. Let there
be an inquiry, a public inquiry and a

judicial inquiry into the complaints

of §j. Chakraborty if the people
of Bengal are to be convinced that
Nazi means are not true of Bengal
police.
The Friend's Favours

The Friend of India, we mean
The Stalesmian, has. of late become
notorious for its quick change of
heroes. Till the other day, not
quite long ago, it went in ecstasies
over Pandit Jawaharlal, But evi-
dently the Allahabad hero has now
lost his lustre in the eyes of his
Chowringhee admirer ; and if it

 now picks him up now and then,

it is, ogly‘to‘ have a thrust, fling or

cavil at him, Then again, till:

recently - Gandhiji was a Mahatma
to  our “Friend” and his name and
news figured in very bold types
over, its pages ; but after the last
two Working Committee meetings
the Mahatma has dropped into a
simple Mr., his stature has shrunk,
‘and he has now been shoved into

FORWARD BLOC

a corner in the back pages. Mr.
Jinnah'is itz hero today and ‘any
mischievous nonsense that he utters

is given a splash. But suppose

Mr. Jinnah strikes up a settlement
with ‘the Congress—this is merely
a supposition—and presents an
united . front against  British
Imperialism, the fate that will be
ordained for him by the Chowrin-
ghee dispenser of graces can be
well imagined without — much
difficulty. Possibly it will then go
a-hunting for other heroes and
boost up some convenient members
of the Princely Order. The
“friendliness” of The Statesman has
once more been established by its
game of idol-making and idol-
breaking. It has a lesson which
does not call for further elucidation.
“Damaging Disclosures”

In our lagt issue we madé a
brief side-way 'reference to the

speech delivered recently by Mr.

T. -Prakasam, the ex-Minister of
Madras. Now through the columns

of a Delhi Weekly, a fuller report

of the same has been made available
to us. .The journal has published
it under the catching headline
“Damaging Disclosures.” The title,
it goes without saying, has been
quite apt, for, after so many
months’ chuckling eulogies of ‘the
fruits of Autonomy, we are now
told by one who had the privilege
(or misfortune?) of . working
inside the machine that they were no
better than Dead Sea apples. We
make no apology for quoting a few
extracts from the spesch. “When
war broke out in Burope,” said the
disillusioned Minister, “officers were
recslled and ordinances promulgated
without the knowledge of the

. Cabinet, Officers who had gone

on leave preparatory to retirement,
were called back to service
and the Government did not know

anything about it. In the Revcaue
Department, of which 1 was the
head, officers came back and took
charge without my knowledge and
carried on the business,” And
again, “The rule was laid down
that the Secretary should decide
which of the files should be dis-
posed of by himself and which
others by the Ministers. In short,
under that rule, it was not the
Ministers who governed but the
Secretaries, It was revolting for
the Cengress Ministers to work
under such a system.” But still
they have mnot only worked under
such a system, but have often sung
hellulejahs about it. Specially the
Services have been praised for
their unstinted co-operation with
the Ministries. What have Messrs.
Rajagopalchariar and Sri Krishona
Sinha to say about these shocking
revelations ? = Whom are we. to
helieve, them or Mr. Prakasam ?

The Modern Review

With its December Number, The
Modern Review completes its thirty-
third year, and, we add our hearty
felicitations to the hundreds of such
good wishes that must go from
all quarters of India to its veteran
editor, Sj. Ramananda Chatterjea.
These thirty-three years the world
has seen the close of an epoch ; it
is just nowin the pangs of a new
birth.  India too, along with other
countries, has witnessed the rebirth
of mighty movements in these
years. The play and interplay of

- these national and international

forces on the Indian plane,—and
on our globe,—have been presented -
to many of us by the Modern Review
during these thirty-three years. in
true colours while the eminent editor
has always struck the balance with
an enviable  detachment and
undaunted courage. More than
many ‘nation-builders’, he has thus
helped to build the Indian nation
and The Modern Review has been a
source of light to Indians of modern
times—Indians of the critical times
as they are.

——
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THE TRAGEDY OF EUROPEAN LIBERALISM %

The liberal, like the Bourbon, learns
nothing and forgets nothing. This is the
thought that comes to one’s mind when
reading Dr. Benes’ latest book, a collection
of his lectures on demaeracy at Chicago
University last spring.

Dr. Benes is a remarkable man.  With
his master the late Thomas Masaryk,
he was the symbolic repx‘esentnfive of

Czecho-Slovakia to the world. e fought .

and worked for Czech independence. For
twenty years he sat, devotedly, at the helm
of the Czecho-Slovak ship of state. In
October last year, he took his leave of
his people, not because he wanted to, but
because of three separate ultimatums sent
to him by today’s great champions of
“democracy” —Chamberlain and Daladier
—ultimatums which wanted him to elear
out and his liberal-democratic state to be
smashed at the behest of Nazi Germany.

Benes was kicked out; free Czecho-
Slovakia which had been for years and
years his absorption by day and dream by
night, was wiped off the map

assistance of his people was the Sov1et
Union. G. E. R. Gedye, most reputable
of international journalists in his “Fallen
Bastions,” has given a clear account of
the unexccptxonable Soviet attitude in
this matter. A CZech scholay, Dr. Hubert
Ripka, who hag'been and remains a close
political collaborator of Benes, has recently
published a highly informative book,
“Munich—Before and  After” ( Gollancz,
15/-) and fully corroborates Gedye’s
narrative.” Throughout the crisis  of
September-October last- year, the Soviets
never for a moment left Czecho-SI ovakia
in doubt that she would fulfil her obli iga-
tions under the Pact of Mutual Assistance
which had been signed on May 16, 1935,
The Soviets were even willing to assist
stricken Czecho-Slovakia, if France did
not ask the Soviets to come to its
assistance, because it did not want to
make it possible fer Germany to declare
a ‘“crusade against Bolshevism” for
above all, it did not wish to alienate its

these sacrifices under pressn_re of the
decisions at Munich, accepted, because
the four Great Powers at Munich signed
an obligation to guarantee the new
state...” The guarantee, of course, was
thrown to the winds, and Benes, true to
the liberal tradition, rushed to find the
ironic ‘consolations of philosophy : “The
man who in. modern history has been
taken- as a symbol of brate force,
Napoleon, has declared : There are in
the world two powers—thie sword and the
spirit. The spirit has always vanguished
the sword, - In - this statement I agree
with the words of Napoleon.”

~ He very well may ; he has made his
choice, he ecan only find a refuge in wish-
fulfilment.

His lectures on democracy nt Chicago
are an illustration of this wish-fulfilling
tendency. Like the true-begotten liberal,
the Man in White, he shows not the
slightest rancour towards those friends of
his who conspired at Munich to'kill the

state which had put its pathetic

faith in ‘the “democracies” of

before the ink on the signa-
tures of his “democratic”
friend guaranteeing the new
“racial” boundaries, was hardly

By Prof. Hirendra Nath Mukerjee

Western Europe. He is, -no
doubt, the embodiment of the

dry. With the blessings of
those very persons who have
the impudence today of posing as’ the
defenders of democracy, British Finance
Capital entered into negotiations with its
Nazi counterparts for plans of economic
co-operation—at Dusseldorf and in the
capitals of the miserable little dummy
“republics” of " South America. Benes
went into exile—but it was not so
unpleasant, for England and the United
States of America were his “spiritual
home”., And at Chicago, he prated, in
very nearly the old manner, on democracy;
he had learnt nothing from his experiences
and he had forgotten nothing of his
prejudices.

For, what were his exporiences on the
eve of the cynical amputation of Czecho-
8lovakia, with a view, no doubt, toa

speedy strangulation as well ?

Benes himself has been constrained
to admit that the only Power that was
ready, without reserve, to come to the

‘people

* Democracy Today and Tomorrow By
Edward Benes (Macmillan, 7-6)

friends in Britain and France who were

much less anti-Nazi than anti-Bolshevik.

" Benes preferred the friendship of the
Western “democracies” and paid the price
for his choice. On March 18, 1939, at
the University of Chicago, he made a
pathetic appeal to the American people
when the remnant of the Czech state was
absorbed into Hitler-land, with his friends
fn Britain and France looking on. “Five
months ago” he said “during the so-called
September the Czecho-Slovak
nation was asked to make sacrifice of

crisis,

territory, and pressurc. was put upon

my people not to fight for their freedom,
integrity and independence, in order to
save the world from war. The appeal
was made to that little people to sacrifice
themselves for the peace of the world.

"That little people did it, and that little

received the promise of the
integrity of the iremnant of its national

territory and of the security of its national-

state, That little people, having made

gpirit of non-violence. Not
even the rankest. treachery
towards its own professed

principles makes him suspect capitaligt-—
“democracy” of the class bias which is
bound, inevitably, to drive it into the arms
of reaction. He does not accept the
conception of the class struggle ; presums
ably he expects the betrayals and iniquities
implicit in the present system to vanish as
aresult of “a democratic harmonisation
between the classes.” He pleads, not with
the diabolical cunning of our present-day
champions of “democracy,” but with the
pathetic faith of the incorrigible liberal,
for “a deeper and more perfect democmcy
which I will call humanitarian demo-
cracy.”

Let us wait, then, for the sublime
Monday morning when wo shall wake to
watch thh proper solemnity the -ushering
in of “humanitarian democracy.” = The
snag is, however, that history, “a cruel
goddess” as she has been described,
may not wait, that believers in “humani-
tarian democracy —the liberals and social .
democrats in every country—may find
themselves ranked behind the loud voiced
upholders of “democracy” today and led,
inexarably, to the crassest form of class
tyranny.
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FINLAND—PROSPECT AND RETROSPECT

A study of Finland in retrospect
would reveal a host. of facts which can
be marshalled in defence of that Finland
which is taking shape today, a democratic
republic with M. Kuussiner, the ex-
secretary of the comintern, as Premier.
Finland was invaded by Russia in 1808,
after being united with Sweden for 600
years, and was incorporated into the
Russian .empire as a Grand Duchy with
its own constitution. During the 18th
century there was a gradual growth of
Finnish nationalism, but the Swedish
Finlanders dominated the internal govern-~
ment of the country. The first oppor-
tunity for a forward move towards
national independence in Finland came
with the revolutionary risings in Russia.
‘As a result of one of the few general
strikes in  history, Finland secured a.
‘semi-démocratic constitution in 1906 with

a single Parliament elected by propor-

tional representation. Finnish  Diet
resembled a democratic Parliament, In
1917, with the outbreak of the Russian
Revolution the . Finnish Diet declared
Finland an independent country and the
Communists almost immediately declared
a Socialist Workers’ Republic. But the
Finnish ‘middle-clkass organised against
the  Communists and - aided by
(Germany, Finland’s General Mannerheim
succeded in crushing the revolutionary
- movement, The civil war lasted only
-a few months,
The Social Democrats, who were in a
majority in the Finnish Diet, pledged

themselves tq- constitutional action and

drove the communists out. The Commu-
nists, - being “thus -ruthlessly = expelled,
. was- - forced ‘to‘ form a separate party,
with Kuussinen as their leader,
The Diet adopted the constitution of
1905 with slight modifications.
deal of power was . given to the President,

-and it was, in fact, o sort of dictatorship, .

The middle-clasg parties held sway in the
Diet till 1930, and the fear of Russia and
of ¢ommunism among them had never
abated. The' White organisation of the
middle-class had been in existence asa
Civic Guard, which had always regarded
the communists as mischievous revolu-

tionaries. In 1930 there was an outbreak .

of Fascist activity and the communists

///
Y,

A new Diet was elected. -

" ours).

were attacked on the false plea of a coup,
ruthlessly tortured, beaten, and thrown out
of the boundary into Russia. This
brutalism of communist repression has its
parallel only in Nazi Germany and in the
colonial countries, The Government
disbanded the Communist Party. Things

"cooled down under a most reactionary.

right-wing Goverhment,

At the election of 1936 a Glovernment

was formed by, the ' coalition of the
Socialists, Agriculturists, and Liberals,

The cabinet consisted of & Liberal Prime
Minister, another Liberal, five Socialists, .

and five Agriculturists. The Government
was in office till the other day. It is, how-
cver, difficult to conclude anything by these
labels, Liberal, Socialist, etc.
man of the cabinet is thus the so-called
Socialist leader, Tanner, only a moderate
politician. Like all moderates he and his
Government have the phobia of anti-
Bolshevism.  Even today the communists
are in prison. They are rotting behind

the prison bars not for any crime of’

treason to the state, as the Rightists
would plead, but simply because they are
communists. .There is also the Naz

Party, which includes fourteen influential -

members. of the Diet,  and in Noveiber

1938 the Coalition Government declared -

that under the Act of 1930 this party
ought to be suppressed as a party inimical

to the interest of the state. Forty out of '

200 mombers of the Diet voted against
the suppression. But in spite of that the
Law Courts of Finland held that the voto
was -out of order. And all the time we
should remember, Finland’s independence
was threatened really by Hitler and the
Nazis. The democratic devotee Sir,
E. D. Simon in his recently published

“book The Smaller Democracies says :
A good -

This action on the part of the Govérn-
ment shows their desire to
democracy even by drastic steps (Italics
We can well understand, and
every man with a grain' of political sense

can, where is the key to the so-called .

democratic government of Finland. The
world has a bitter experience of the pre-
ervation of Democracy by drastic steps
invGermany,.Italy, Spain, Japan, even in
Great Britain ~and France. It has not

yot’ understood why the French Promier

The strong

—By Benoy Ghose

hounded out the communists from one
corner of France to the other, even
before the War was come. So, the gloss
of Democracy can glitter but- it fails to
attract us, as Tanner’s Finland does.
During these years, Finland’s trade
with America and Britain has become a
great factor in its life. British and American
capital has come to have important
interests in the country. Moreover, the
Tanner  Government is dominated by
Swedish Finlanders, and the members
of the Nazy Party. Not for nothing
therefore, is there now a cry for mobhilisa~
tion in Sweden and consternation in Britain.
and America. The Nazis may constitute .
a minority in the Diet but that does not
count in a Democracy which can be
preserved by drastic steps and where the
Juditiary can ride roughshod over the
Legislature, These Swedish Finlanders
and Nazis include the rich and powerful
industrialists of Finland, They ignomi-
niously abused their power in the past.

" No Legislation has ever been passed by

the Diet against these Swedish Finlanders
and Nazis.. Onthe  other hand attempts
have been made to absorb them as an
integral part of a united nation. The

“type of Democracy which Finland can

boast of and other can prattle about is

; thus not unlike that democracy which

[

" Britain has given to India.

These are the reasons why the Soviet
Union has progged herself'in the Finnish
dispilte. Rather, Russia has been forced.
to do so. The. sruggles and sufferings of
the Finnish people and their liberators, the

_communists, are chronicled in red letters

- in the history of Finland, Finland cannot

_assistance
preserve |

be proselytised overnight into Sovietism.
Still it shall have to struggle and the
struggle has begun. A treaty of mutual
has been signed between
the Soviet and the Kuuissinen government.
"The treaty is to run for 25 years. The
Kuuissinen government 1is neither a
“Bogus” government established pro tem-~
pore, nor it is the protege of Moscow. If
it is a government of the people, for the
people and by the people then Finnish
democracy will not profligate to vice
and barbarism but will arise anew with
peace and freedom for all.
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[ Letters from our China Correspondent will appear from time to time in our paper and we believe cur- reader.
will find them interesting and informative. :

Nov. 25.
America can halt Japan easily

America can stop brutal Japan easily
by applying economic sanctions, editorially
declared the 7a Kung Pao, a leading
~ Chinese daily in Chungking. Japan gets
over 90 per cent of her scrap irou imports
and over G0 percent of her patroleam from
the United States. If Amerien should
place an embargo on these exports, Japan
would be like a baby prematurely weaned
from mother’s milk.

Japan’s greatest' weakness lics in her
infant industries. She cannot manufac-
ture complex machines, for the supply of
which she has to depend on the United
States. The following figures were quoted
by the journal :

Japan’s imports of motor cars and
parts in 1938 : from America U. S. $ 19,
050, 536, (64'67 per cent) ; from Germany,
U. 8. $5, 559, 810, (29'83 per cent); from
Italy, U. 8. $ 1,000,810, (5’37 per cent) and
from France, U. S. $ 24,953, (13 per cent),
Japan’s imports of machinery for produc-
tive purposes during the same year were :

from America, U. 8. § 24, 454, 707, (6709 _

per cent) ; from Germany, U. 8. $ 9, 698,
037, (26'61 per cent); from the British
Empire, U. 8. $ 1, 516,555, (416 per cent)
and from Switzerland, U, 8. $779, 228,
(2'14 per cent).

Meanwhile, Japan’s imports of internal

combustion machines also for 1938 were :-

from Germany, U. 8. $ 679, 173, (4094
per cent) ; from America, U. 8. $ 542,
637, (82171 per cent); and from Switzer-
land, U. 8.$% 437, 065, (26’35 per cent).
The figures which the Chinese daily gave
for Japan’s imports of airplanes and parts
were for 1937, distributed as follows :
from America, U. 8. § 17, 454, 477, (76'92
per cent) ; from Germany, U. 8. $ 5, 200,
434, (22'92 per cent); from France, U, S,
$ 25, 960, (11 per cent) and from Italy,
U. 8, $. 11, 784, (05 per cent).

Itis obvious that Japan derives the
overwhelming portion of her imports of
complicated wachines from the United
States and Germany, and only a small
quota of these imports from great Britain,

_copper as'well as airplanes.

France, Italy and Switzerland, Now

Germany is at war with Great Britain

and France, naturally none of them has
anything to spare for Japan. In other
words, the United States -is " the only
country which is still in a position to
export. '

In America’s exports to Japan for 1938
were listed 1,683 motor cars worth U. S.:
$ 695,517, and 5,802 military - trucks worth
U. 8.'$ 2,091,237, automobile parts worth

3,624,222 and 7,899 antomobile
engines worth U. 8. $ 959,461 and other
necessary parts worth U. S.$ 2,772,007,
If America should decide to ban the
exports of airplanes, military trucks and
-other important military supplies to Japan
next year, the latter will find it difficult
to.carry on her war of aggression in

.China, it is pointed out.

At the beginning of the editorial, the

Chinese paper mentioned the United Press

dispatch from Washington on November

5, indicating - State Department officials -

think that the 'Administration will ask
Congress in January to write Mr, Cordell
Hull’s “moral embargo” against Japan
into a statute, empowering the President
to place embargo on petroleum, scrap iron,
Also guoted
'was Sanator Key Pittman’s prediction on

‘November 7 that the January session of
“the United States Congress will aathorize
" ‘economic pressure against Japan in order
‘to halt the anti-American actions in_the

Japauese-occupiced areas in China.
The Tu Kung Pao concluded that the

. United States has serious intentions to

declare an embargo on the shipment of
vital war supplies and.raw materials to
Japan as soon as the Japanese-American

_trade treaty of 1911 expires on January

26, 1940.

‘Scientific Rations for th. Chinese. Army

Chinese food experts in Chengtu
laboratories emerged from their experi-

. ments with the cheerful news that they
bave worked out several recipes for the
- preparation ofiarmy rations. In the form

of biscuits, the rations are made of corn,

Ep. 7. 1. ]

.it takes less space.

( By our China Correspondent )

wheat, and other cereals, boans, and sweet
potatoes, They are not cnly cheap, light
and nutritions but can be casily preserved
too. Assuch they are considered most.
suitable for soldiers who often remain at
the front for long hours, during which
they have to suffer hunger. =

- Professor King Kwei-tsé of the Nati-
onal Szechwan University, leader in the

. research, revealed five different prepar-

ations. No. 1 ration is composed of 40
per-cent sweet potato, 20 percent bean and
40 per cent wheat. No. 2 consists of
40 per cent corn, 20 per cent Dean,
and 40 per cent wheat.  No. 3 contains
80 per cent corn and 20 per cent wheat.
No. 4 is of pure corn, while No. 5 ration
is an admixture of 40 per cent wheat bran,
20 per cent bean and 40 per cent wheat.

Among the five rations, No, 2 tastes
best. Nos. 1 and 5 taste rather good,
No. 8 is not so good. The No.2 hasa
higher food value too. The analysis of
its contents is as follows : ¥'11 per cent
water, 11'36 per cent protein, 2542 per
cent fat, 58 per cent carbohydrates and
sugar, ‘05 per cent iron, 446 per cent
calciumy, '112 per cent natrivm, and 494
per cent phosphorus.

Results of studies ‘show that every
catty or 500 grams of food prepared

“according to the second recipe contains

26366 calories, enough to meet the
physical requivements of a eity dweller
for 24 hours. In the case of a soldier
in froutline service, he will need from

" one and s half catties to two catties a day.

In other words, because of physical
exertion, he requires from 3800 to 5000
calorics a day.

The cost per catty in the laboratories
is about 25 cents. In actual production
ona more or less large scale, the cost
has dropped to around 20 per cents. The
only possible drawback  is its size. The
solution offered is to prepare it in powder
form. Its weight remains the same, but
It does not have to
be cooked again. A little hot water will
reduce the food into pastry which can
be easily devoured during any short lall
at the front..

Professor King suid that he has
already submitted his recipes to the
Ministry of War. If the recipes are
popularized, the unique sight of Chinese
troops marching to the front with pots
and pans will become something of the
past.

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 349




10 » | o FORWARD BLOC

e/ - .'v

" INDIAN TEA HOUSE
" ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE
96 B, Clive St., " Caleutta.

99, Strand Road.

e it

Phone :— Cal, 1842,

Sole Prop :—

: - P. C..SEIN.
T T P o U I T T
 THE CALCUTTA. COMMERCIAL BANK, LTD.

‘Head Office :—2, CLIVE GHAT STREET, CALCUTTA.
- |A'SCHEDULED BANK]| .

e R P PR

BRANCHES

Bengal ¢ Bengal: Bengal: U.P.: Calcutta:  Assam: Behar ¢ Behar :
" Mymensingh Barakar - Jamsalpur Benares Maniktala. Sunamganj Pakur Bhagalpur
Narayanganj DBarisal Jalpaiguri Lucknow: Kalighat - Karimganj  Sahibganj Monghyr

" Sirajganj Maldah . Netrokona Baranagore  Sylhet Katihar Dumka
Kishoreganj Dacca Tangail Barabazar Shillong Patna Deoghur. .
Mohanganj Chittagong Chawkbazar (Dacca) Silchar Raxaul Lakhisarai

lnterest on Savings Bank Alc. paid a 3% pear annum: ,

Withdrawable by Cheques. _
Interest of Fixed Deposits paid at the rate of 4 to 6% per annum.

Rs. 600 pald on payment of Rs. 5 per month for 8 years
in the Provident Deposit account.

3 Years Cash Certificate for Rs. 100 sold ot Rs., 84 (elghty-four).

AVIRBLSER

Consult the Greatest Astrologer and Palmist
in India Jyotish-Shiramani Prof R, C. Bhatta-
charyya, Jyotisarnaba, M.R.A.S. (London),. of
Continental fame, President,
. All India Astrelogical and
Astronomical  Soclety (Estd.
1906) who is highly honoured
and praised by the All-India
'{ Pandit Mahamandali and by
y the High Court Judges, Dt
Magistrates, Native Chiefs,

Dn., - Nawabs ete., with other
noble personages of India and
abroad—to solve any problem
of your life, Health, Wealth,
L ove, Marriage, Important
events, Tucky Days, Litigations, Lottery,
Speculations ete,  Free prospectus on request.

ANNUAL LIFE READING (Monthly infor-
mation) Rs. 4. Details Rs.

WONDERFUL TALISMAN (DHANADA)—
Wearer is sure to acquire immense wealth, high
fame, good health, son, success in undertakings,
prosperity in service and business, etc, Rs. 7-10,
Special giving immediate effects Rs, 29-11

BASIKARAN TALISMAN—Wearer of this
will acquire the unique power of bringing any
desired person under control or subjection Rs. 4.9

"1 Special Rs. 34-2,

N.B.: If fails money refunded guaranteed.
Head Office :—105, Gray St, (F. B,) Calcutta,
Branch Office 47, Dharamtola St., Calcutta,
Phones B.B. 3685 & Cal. 5742.

Ministers, Commissioner of

v:@ffe*zs a[l't/zat ;'s best in. | |
| - LIFE INSURANCE

INSURANCE CO., LIMITED.
FOR PARTICULARS ADPPLY TO:~

;

LALA SANKERLAL
: Manag!»nvg Director.

Phpne '

Cal. 3409

Manager

-CALCUTTA BRANCH.

P. 14, BENTINCK STREET.

PEpRRpe
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Mussolini’s g)i[emma

What shall the Italians do in the

‘present war between Germany and the
Allies is the most perplexing problem to
Signor Mussolini, ‘the Italian Fascist
Dictator, as well as to the people of the
world. Whether Italy can remain neutral
for long or not is too premature to say
wow. Italy has already been bitterly dis-
appointed with  her partnership with
Germany and all her imperialist aspira-
tions have suffered a serious set-back.
By his non-aggression pact with Soviet
Russia, Herr Hitler has left his Axis
vpartner Sgr. Mussolini in the lurch and
the anti-Comintern pact has become a
dead letter. What more shocking event
can there be to Sgr. Mussolini
M. Stalin, the arch-enemy of Fascigm,
joined hands with his hitherto friend,
Herr Hitler 2 Sgr. Mussolini’s hopes were
frustrated by the natural results of the
won-aggression pact of Germany _with
Russia.

Though Herr Hitler has fallen an
anfortunate victim fo M. Stalin, it seems

as if the Italian Dictator is more chagrined

than Hitler. Sgr. Mussolini cannot bear
to see with his greedy eyes the cessation
of better half of Poland by Herr Hitler
to M. Stalin, Sgr. Mussolini is pained
and really unnerved to watch the capitu-
lation of Herr Hitler of his claims in the
Baltic States to Soviet Russia, More-
over Russia has come to the borders of
Hungary and Rumania. Soviet Russia
is  slowly . but surely spreading her
influence upon the Balkan States and
this is really having disheartening
reactions in Italy. In this connection

it is interesting to note the recent state- .

ment of Sgr. Gayda in which he has
accused - the Boviet Union as opportunist
and a8 making ideological, territorial and
political capital out of the present
situation. ‘

It is also interesting to quote as a
sort of warning from a Rome radio, dated
the 18th November, that Italy will resist
any attempt at introducing communism. in
the Balkans as she did in Spain. Should
such an attempt be made it would be
met with immediate Ifalian reaction no

less determined than Italy’s action in .

Spain, says the recent Rome reports.

.indebted to Russia.

stands Italy cannot expeet any gain by

: joiding hands with Germany. '
Then comes - Italy’s influence on the

when

As regards Italy’s relations with
Germany it is not at all favourable and
satisfactory to  Italy. Germany has
already suffered a lot by her non-aggre-

-ssion pact with Russia-.and any attempt

at this stage of war on the part of Herr
Hitler to placate the Italian ambitions
will be detrintental tv Germany and, what
more, will be prejudicial to her relations
with Soviet Russia,
So, as the matter

Balkan States. Italy wants to have a
predominant voice in the Balkan States,
but the present circumstances coupled

_with the internal agitations among the

impoverished peasantry in - the States,
are turning in favour of Soviet Russia.

Mussolini had, and still has, the
-ambition of turning Mediterranean into
Italian Lake. Turkey is also hatching
the same ambition. (Geographically,

- Turkey is enjoying a unique . position.

She has traditional and - mutual trade
relations .and other connections with the
Allies and also with Soviet Russia.
Therefore, Turkéy also wants to enjoy
a predominant role in the Mediterranean

and as it is, she cannot give up her

" present claims and do anything which
_may hamper the interests of other

countries and herself, Thus there remains
a natural rivalry between Italy and

" Turkey.

The possiblility of an alliance between
Italy, Great Britain and France is also
rather remote, if not impossible. Italy
has got many grievances against France,
Ttaly wants Corsica,
France has already refused to accept that

" claim. In fact, France cannot,

Britain also will be failing in her duty

'if she does not ask Italy to' cede Albania
-and Abysinia, which were conquered and
* annexed by Italy recently, against the will

of the Allies. The Allies must prove to
‘the” world that they really stand for the

iprinciples of Democracy and Peace they
‘profess. So Italy cannot make good
friends with the Allies and at the same

‘time fulfil her ambitions, She will rather

‘be a loser by joluing hands with the

Grermany is actually -

~—By S. N. SWAMY

. Allies. Further she will be.courting the
enmity of Germany which course also
she cannot decide so rashly.

As regards Italy’s internal position,
she is economically a very poor country.
Her resources are  limited. Ttaly, like
Germany, is depending on other countries
for her raw materials. Italy has already
poured her resources in the Abysinia war
which is stil) an uospecessful accompli-
shment., Ttaly also lent a helping hand
to General Franco, All‘this has reduced
Ttaly to a miserable state from which she.
will require a very long time to recover.

Italy’s national income is- mot at
all appreciable and it: will be a
difficult task for Italy, in case she is
involved in a war, to carry out the same
to a successful end. Internally, -the
peasants, labourers and other lower
middle-class people are seeking the
earliest opportunity to free themselves
from the Fascist yoke. Georgraphically-
Italy with her long coastal line is easily
vulnerable to sea and air attacks.

The foregoing facts clearly reveal that
Sgr. Mussolini, the Italian Fascist
Dictator, is placed on the -horns of a
dilemma, We are anxiously awaiting his
decision and the future course of Italian
foreign poliey. o

D

Tunis ete, and .

A Letter to the Public Phone Cal. 2260

Bengal Hand Loom Industrias Association
43, Dharamtala $t. Calcutta,

President :

Dr. NARENDRA NATH LAW M.A., B.L, P.R.9., PH.D,
President, Bengal National Chamber of Commetce
Secretary : SUKUMAR DUTTA, M. L. A,

This is to certify that I am much pleased with

" the products and demonstration of Bayan Silpa

Sadan et our exhibition, They are indeed opening
a new avenue for hand loom product in Bengal

" and the Shirtings and coating manufactured by

thém are really of a very good quality and can
casily compete with mill products in price and
quality. I wish this institution every success.
They teally deserve public sympathy and support.

$d/ SUKUMAR DUTTA, M. L. A,
" 141039
Secretary Bangal Hand-Laom Industries Assoclation

BAYAN SILPA SADAN
488, Russa Road (near Tollygonj Railway Bridge)

Wanted Bengali salesmen. Liberal cerms,
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AN UNORTHODOX POT POURI

That august body, the  Calcutta Muni-
_ cipal Corporation, or rather some part of
. it, has been much exercised over air-raid
precautions. A.R.P. against whom ¢ The
‘Germans have not a base near enough
even to attack England in an effective
. manner. The chances of having an air
base within range of Caloutta are remote.
. Why, even in Bombay, though the siren
. screams a warning every Monday morning
at 9 PM. nobody pays any attention to
it. There they have lowered the lights
on the streots and parks to half strength,
painted the tops of lights black, painted

tramway windows, and motor headlights.

blue and so0 on, -but he citizens of that
Port, find that thése preceantions against
air raids are really mnothing more than
encouragement to goondas, thieves and
‘other ghouls of the night, and so they
bave now to detail policemen for G.R.P.
Goonda Raid Precaution, They had Black
out of practice, which proved to be a Black
out Paradise - or all doubtful characters.
Now ‘the chances of an air raid on
Calcutta are so remote, that when one
talks of precautions against them, one
wonders “who benefits ?”
this great city of disinterested and philan-
thropic politicians, where every body is for
all and nobody for himself, anch questions
do not arise—except, perbaps, may be,
in some cases not yet discovered, or not
officially recognised. 1 Are there any vested
‘interests so .unpatriotic that may -be
suspected ?

work on. a higher plane of superior

interests—still who benefite? Let us

forget such. things.
It was surprising to learn that anto-
matic telephones were not introduced into
- Caleutta because of terrorists, Now much

ocan be said about the backwardness of -

- telephone ‘cannections in Calcutta. But

~ the reason of “terrorists” is arresting.

First éf all, it; means an open confession
that telephone’ wires are tapped, in short,

advantage - is taken of overhearing private

telephone conversations.  The thirst of
know_l,edge of our government is remarkable
and . their desire to keep in close touch
with the population.

Of course in’

?  Chhee-Chhee-toba-toba, such '
things do not happen in Calcutta! They

Students should
emulate it and ‘also that wonderful body,

the High Command, and some political
leaders. Qut of evil cometh forth good.
Of course there are some persons of
perverted  intellect wﬁq_would call this
purc and simple “espionage” and such
other things, but then they' cannot under~
stand benevolent and high motives. So
much the worse for them ? Terrorists
are Jjmpossible people and must be
eliminated from our social, political and
every other -system. That stands
to remson. An American.senator lately

-propounded the question, “are terrorists

bad people in'a good government or good
people in a bad government?” Most
terrorists in every country belong to
the so-called intellegentsia, Then the

educated people of good families are’

either bad, or iheir education makes them
mental perverts, or the government is
bad. Now that is justt he trouble, the
people in . the opposing camps

Terrorist-Government unity were brought
about, it would be more to the point. In
fact, to express it in ILondon Cockney”,
’ang the ‘indu-musline hunity” straighten

out this unity and the rest follows. But-

it-is dangerous to speak of terrorists.

There are . terrorists in both camps—legal -
Let it go at that,

and illegal terrorists.
but think about it, for terrorism of every
sort must go before there is peace in the
country.

The characteristic of the last decade

or so has been tferrorism, there was

Abyssinia followed by the Japanese horror

in China, then came Austria, Czecko-

.slovakia and Poland, and now the floating .

magnetic mines let loose by Nazis, But
while terrorism was inoreasing in the rest

‘of the world it was decreasing in India—

not because. the terrorists had become
good or the government less bad; but
because there was a promise of better
things to be hoped for in a Congress
regime, however shadowy or unsubstantial.

have .
contradictory ideas, We are trying our.
hardest to bring about Hindu-Moslem'
unity, now it would appear that if a;A

By Herezo

in the House of Commons generally makes
very pleasant readings. One feels such a
glow of pride when one learns that three
aeroplanes chased fourteen Grerman bom-
bers, brought down six, disabled some
more and put the rest toa homeward flight.
How happy one feels to learn that all the
three British planes returned home to
imvisibility after their short exposure.
Agein, we read of German companies
rajding advanced French positions in no-
wan’s land forced to retreat ingloriously
by the dreadful accuracy of French fire,
leaving on the field a large number of
dead and dying Germans. Again we
learn of British battleships going down
fighting gloriously and gallantly against
great odds, Weekly we arc buoyed up
with hope and confidence that the Allies
will win without a doubt. Inspiring
reading ! One never expected 80 much
from - Chamberlain, though we all know
Winston Churchill was a most cheerful
and convincing reporter, well qualified
for the staff of the most sensational, yellow
“rag” ever published, more distinguished
for its graphic optimism- than for its
accuracy. But Chambeﬂain, the sober !
Who would have thought he had itin
him ! Before the war is over we expect
him to rival Lloyd George, the most cheer~
ful, optimistic, eminent—well, let us say, .
“propagandist” who inspired the maximum

. of hope and- trust with the minimum of

truth, However,l,.ChamberIain is getting -

"“good practice, and when he once gets into

stride, we .many expect great stuff from
him, which will fil us with pious pride in
the gooduness, gallantry, and glory of the
Allies and the horribleness of the savage
enemy, The Romans were indeed wise

"when they coined that little phrase “cum

grano salis”—with a grain of salt.

That holds good even when one hears
certain speeches from high quarters in the
legislatures and assemblies in this country
of shadowy self-government and domi-
democracy. . We had some good examples
last week. No, it is left to the imagination
and analytical power of  readers, to find
the percentage offects and to distinguish

. between truth and imagination, between
.good and bad logic. Now Dr. Shyama
But after the outbreak of the European - %

war, this hope is slowly waning and one
-dods not know from which camp terrorism -
_will be again let loose in India.

The weekly reports of the war given

rasad Mukherjee said quite a lot, and
the opposite side replied also with a
considerable volume of words. As an
exercise, just analyse them carefully,
paying a good deal of critical attention to

(Continued on Page 14)
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“Non-violence” Annotated
By NESTOR '

“The term “Non-Violence” with all
its implications is synonymous with
“Gandhism.” -Gandbism is essentially a
religious philosophy. To quote Gandhiji :
“My patriotism is subservient to religion.”
~ A member of Gandhiji’s contemplated
“Peace Brigade” must have a living faith

in non-violence. This is impossible without

Y hvmg faith in God. A non-violent
man can do nothing save by the power
and grace of God. Without it, he will
not have the courage to die without anger,
without fear, and without retaliation.
Such courage comes from the belief -that
God sits in the hearts of all and that
there should be no fear in the presence
of God. Tt is evident from this stutement
that Gandhism is metaphysicotheo-logical
causerie. It is all God from beginning
to end. It has nothing to do with reason.
It abhors reason. "To Gandhiji reasoning
is a plain repugnancy., Guandhism has
no use for knowledge gained through
intellectual process.
fectly aware that human conduct becomes
anti-social and immoral by being the
servitor of “absolute” standards. These
“absolute” standards do not submit to
reason and eannot be tested with reference
to their capacity to achieve the maximum
amount. of social welfare. Metaphysical

rumblings are relevant in a conception .

of welfare which is individual. Gandbism
starts from the “Individual” and proclaims
that the whole harmony of the world
resides in the “Individual” We are
reminded of the “Dialogue of D’Alembert
and Diderot” and of “the insane piano,”
which is the "only existing piano in the
world. But we live in a world where a

social conception of welfare is what we |

essentially need. (Gandhism detests that
conception. Metaphysical

of Gundhism.

Gandhism is asceticism. An ascetic

seeks his salvation in isolation. Asceticism
has, iundeed, nothing to do with normal
religion.
Ellis tells us in his essay, “The Art of
Religion,” that asceticisni is, at the best,

“the outcome of .a set of philosophieal
dogmas concerning the relationship of the .

‘ “Theology.”

And  we arve per--.

“India.

body to the soul and the existence of a

/ transcendental spiritual world. That is

philosophy, of a sort, not religion.” 8o,

Gandhism is notreligion. To-call Gandhism-

“Religion” is to confuse “Religion” with
Religion is ~ an impulse,
Gandhism is a creed. The impulse of
Rohglon is
free as the sunlight, as glorious as the
rising of the sun and s’ soothing as the
unfolding of a flower. It is not the
inanifest sign that has been branded by
super-natural force and shackled for ever
to a fossilised theological creed.

Gandhism is a revised edition of
Hinduism or Vedantism, that is, it is

“Spiritual  Imperialism.” To = quote
Gandhiji: "My life is dedicated to the
service of * India through the religion

of non-violence which I believe to be the |

root of Hinduism.” Vivekananda too
regarded - Hinduism as a noble work of
art woven around the profoundest truths
of Hinduism, and held that it must be kept
free from Western influence. He wanted

* to conguer the world with India’s spiritnality

with the messages of the great sazes of
Spirituality must conquer the West.
Tn kis lectures “From Colombo to Almora,”

"Swami Vivekananda said : “We must go

out, we must conquer the world through
our spirituality and f)hilosophy. There is
no other alternative, we must do it or die
' The only condition of national
life, more vigorous national life, is the
conquest of the world by Indian thought.”
This is -spiritaal imperialism, So, when

oot it ARt e St
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a natural manifestation, as

.accompany  bhim,
:separate “Life” from “Material things that

REEAR

"USE

BENGAL DRUG & CHEMICALS
PERFUMED

! TIL OIL.

speculation |
and theological dogma constitute the core

T | e

Gandhiji seeks the salvation of the world
through non-violence (which he believes

to be the root of Hinduism), he is not in

search for soméething new, but he is re-
treading a much-trodden path, Gandhism
is spiritual imperialism, galvanised by the
ethical and metaphysical dogmas of
“Truth” and “Non-Violence.” ~When
Gandhiji pleads for the passive resistance
of the Czechs against the Fascist aggres-
sion, when he appeals to . the Tascist
war-mongers for disarmament, for rekind-

ling the light of the soul, he.seeks to

dominate the world thh _his” philosophy
of non-violence which, : aa has already been
shown, is spxmtu_al imperialism. Naturally,
when Gandhiji comes in touch with the
hard realities of everyday politics, this
“Spiritnal imperialism” s - transferred
from the subjective to the objective
world, where he Dbecomes, consciously or
unconsciously, a Cleon of imperialism,
“Pruth” is an expression of Gandhiji’s
“inner voice.” To him Satyagraha is a
process of purification.  “Pecuniary
ambition and passive resistance cannot
well go together.” This is a glorification
of the negation, 4 romance of transcen-

dentalism. The Satyagrahi starts with
‘I desire nothing” and that leads him
safely to the other worldh We wish

bouvoyage to his romantic and glorious
journey. Surely we are not going to
We, as men, cannot

live.” We cannot separate "Conscious-
ness” from the matqnal being of which
we are all conscious, and above all, we
cannot separate “thought” from “the act

‘of thinking a material act.” o, Gandhism

18 really a sort of anathemato us,

SIS
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Even a mystic like Havelock:
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AN UNORTHODOX POT POURI
{ Continued from page 19)

the replies, after that decide the quantity

of salt to be taken to swallow them. The
buman mind is blessed with a large
quantity of credulity and a small quantity
of logic ; and were this not so, politicians
would find a speedy elimination and even
. the "High Command with its head and
super-head would sink into obsecurity and
oblivian. It is a blessing, other-wise there
would have been no place for such great
men as Titak, Motilal Nehrn, our
Deshbandhu Das, and our Subhas Babu.
These. men possess a Mental X-ray Eye
which sees the solid skeleton of truth
through all its camouflage and verbiage,
These men are not hypnotised by rhetoric
or misled by fine-sounding phrases which
dilute trath into homceopathic doses.
These men see the truth and expose it to
" public view, and the magnetism of trith
expressed in sincerity attracts the nation
to them, raising them even above
supermen.
What has ‘become of the much pro-
claimed Congress non-co-operation ? "The
days are passing and aqne has almost

- forgotten that such a proclamation

was made, The High Command is still
marking time. It makes one curious to
learn just what this non-co-operation is.
Doesit mean taking up office again to imple-
ment non-co-operation from inside ? There
isno_doubt that the combined brain of
the High Command is most ingenious.
They require only time to think out some
new way. Have we not'seen how they
took office to destroy the constitution, and
even succeeded ‘in- using the worst of the
- ordinancés, gagging the Press, in making
latht charges, imprisoning picketers and
so on in the process of annihilating the
constitution from within? One cannot
but help admiring the wonderful

ingenuity espeoially of that logical genius -
of the South; fitly leader of the politicians

in that region and who distinguished
himself by his" virulent attack an our
Subhas Babu and thus disgraced himself
in the eyes of all thinking men. With
intenge_curiosity ‘we await the next move

from Wardha which will be probably

as inactive as the British expeditionary
force is invisible at the Western Front,

In the meantime the non-Congress
Ministers are getting on like a house on
fire, and they are preparing for a sure
defeat ‘at the next elections, if they are
-conducted honestly, Of course, things are
80 uncertain at present while the High
Command is “marking time” that it is
difficult to say ‘whether that defeat will
involve a victory for the Congress or the
Forward Bloc, which has a larger amount
of truth and sincerity in its treasury than
. the debased coin of our country, The
commercial magnates of the world recog-
nise that with enough money for
- advertisement and propaganda the most
“useless things can be sold; even soin
politics money can buy an overwhelming

sup&ortv—but trite though the saying, -

truth must prevail.
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THE _ALARUM IS RUNG

COMS. MUZAFFAR AHMAD & SOMNATH LAHIRI REPLY TO THE STATESMAN

The Statesman has published two
inspired articles on communism in India
by a correspondent and has editorially
commented on them on the 6th instant.

Both the articles and the cditorial are
political blackmail of the meanest type.
But if they had been simply this we would
have paid no heed to them. The workers
in the Indian national movement as well
as the Indian people are sufficiently aware
of thetrue colour of thisnotorious “ Eriend
of India” to submit to its blackmail, Indced,
an attempt by The Statesman to slander
the communist or any other section of
the nationalist movement in India would
rather make the pceople believe that the
communists or the other slandered parties
are ‘really successfully championing the
cause of the people to merit this attention
from The Statesman-—the watchdog of the
European vested interests in India.
Past Explo ts of The Statesman

"~ But this campaign started by The
Statesman against the gommunist and
other left sections of the national move-
ment fills us with a grave forcboding.
We arc reminded of the past exploits of
The Statesman,  In 1984, The Statesman
published .a- similar  “sensational” article
from a person who similarly hid his
identity under the title of “a correspon-
dent” on the doings of the Communist
Party of Tudia. Within a few weceks the
Government of India declared the Com-
munist Party of India illegal. The police
began a mad hunt for communists and
persecution in the form of prosection, arrest,
detention and internment without trial
of anyone who was suspected to be a
communist, became the order of the day.

With the working of provincial
autonomy, persecutions liko detention
without trial had ceased. But again

towards the cud of October, 1938, the
Associated Chamber of Commerce, the
central organisation of British capital in

fadia and master of many a statesman

started a campaign of slander against the
communist and the labour movement and
The Statesman, true to its traditions of
faithful service to British capital in India,
boosted up the campaign. Simultancously
we found a wave of intense repression
unleashed against the labour movement
in Bengal.

1
A Conspiracy for Repression

* We fecl that the recent articles in Z'he
Statesman are the expressions of a similar
well-planned conspiracy. We are afraid
that the articles are meant deliberately to
prepare the ground for a ruthless offensive
—not only against ths communists bug
afust every section offhe nationalmove-

gy
meut that stands today for an ancompro-
mising struggle for freedom. Therefore, it
is nevessary to warn the people.

Leaving aside' the malicious slanders
and the ‘quotations from spurious docu-
ments invented by the sordid imagination
of The Statesman's correspondent, the
central theme of the articles and the
editorial secms to be the great discovery
that the Comimunist Party of Indja, the
Congress Socialist Party, the Iorward
Bloe, the All India Kisan Sabha, the
Students  Federation—in  short, all

the left-wing organisations in the country

are working for “the immedint® awaken-
ing of active opposition to all measures
for the furtherance of British war aims,
coupled with the more distant objective
of the overthrow of British rule in India
and  the complet¢ serverance of DBritish
connexion,” )

According to The Statesman this sort
of activity is treachery to the country.
Assuming that the correspondent’s ex-
_position of the actvities of the left orgunis-
ations is correct, can any one see in it
anything opposed to the declafed aims
of the Congress and the Indian nation ?
The Congress Working Committiec’s reso-
lution on the Viceregal statement about

"Britian’s war aims and her attitude to-
wards the question of Indian freedom

emphatically declares : “In the circumns-
tanices it ( the Working Committec ) can

“not possibly give any support to Great

Britain, for it would amount to an endorse-
ment of the imperialist policy which the
Congress has always sought'to end. Asa
first step in this direction the Committee
talls upon the . Congress . Ministries to

tender their resignations.”

Obviously the actvities of the Left
would be the logical working out of the
‘first step taken by the Working Committee.
-How does the omniscient Statesman then

- separate the aims of the leftist from the

aims of the Congress as a whole ?

"pulous political blackmail.

- government in India.

“the Congress in the very thick
‘Congress  struggle

Political Blackmail

It does so by means of the most unscru~
1t tries to
cajole the Right-wing leaders by singing
praises of their constitutionalist weaknes-
scs and to isolate the communiéf} and other
leftists {rom the Congress by telling the
Right-wing leaders that the leftists are
persons who would use the Congress for
getting a- “foreign™ ( wmeaning Russian )
i {"writes editorially
thatat this time when the Congress leaders
“would fain make use of the great oppor-
tuuities for constructive work for the
country which have since opened up, still
more violent men arise and scek to get
the organisativn under their control. But
whereas formerly constitutionalist and
direct actionists had the same goal in
view, national self-government, the com-
munists today are working for a foreign
government and would welcome in the
enemy from the North.” And it the second
editorial the editor denounces every .
Congressman who wants  independence
by saying that the phrase “free “India”
is meant to cover “Russian slavery.” The
correspondent also insinuates that the
communists want to direct the Congress
movement immediately into a movement
for the confiscation of private property.
Attempt To Split the Congress

Anyone who has the slightest know-
ledge of the nationalist movement in India
knows how patently false these statements
The communists disdain to . conceal

are.
their views and ideas. From the press
and the platform they have declared

time and again their loyalty to the
country’s great national organisation, the
Indian National Congress. They have
declared that the achievement of the
Congress objective, namely the freedom of
the country from foreign domination
is their immediate objective too. The
bogey of confiscation of private property
lias been raised by The Statesman to split

.the national siovement by isolating the

Communists and other leftists from the
Congress.

~ But the leftists and the communists
need have no fear on this score. By
bard  day-to-day toil in strengthening
of the
against iwperialism,
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they are every day demonstrating in
actual practice that they want to be the
best and the most disciplined soldiers of
the Congress struggle. The correspondent
- of The Statesman wonders how the small
number of communists could make their
influence folt in so many organisations.
Obviously it is not The Statesman’s. way
of telling lies and invoking repression
against the aspirations of the people.
The communists have fearlessly cham-

pioned the cause of the people ; they have -

suffered with them from inside the rank
of the people, struggled aloug with them
for giving a shape to their boldest aspira-
tions, have endeared themselves to the
" masses by being in the very thick of every
struggle the masses are waging today for
bread, freedom and peace. That is the
‘secret of their growing success. Accus-
tomed ds The Statesman is to using the
bullying and -blackmailing tactics in
. politics, " this is naturally an anathema
to it—but not so to the people.

The correspondent of The Statesman
who is also a bit more' clever than the
editor quotes a statement from Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru to show that he also
“disapproves of the Congressmen who
would utilize the Congress and at the same
time try to break through it in directions
which. are opposedito Congress policy.

The correspondent would have done
well to remember that the Congress is not;
the personal property of Nehra or Patel or
Bose or the communists, It isthe nation’s
own organisation and every section of the
nation, be it a person or agroup of persons,
have a right to try to move the whole
organisation and through it the whole
nation to-the path it thinks best suited
to .achieve thoe npation’s objective. The
ultimate choice remains with the nation
itself and every section is free to work
daily for bringing the nation round to its
owa course of ‘action.

Nehru—A Russian’ Agent

But the game of the correspondent is
given away by the Editor. In a second
editorial printed on the same day the
editor of The Statesman commenting on
the remarks made by Pandit Nehru about
the mcompetence of the I.C.S officers
writes : “The Pandit...went on to say that
in a free India such an incompetent and.
inefficient Service which worked in a
stereotyped way would ~have to be
abolished...The more

“Free India” from some people the more
we _suspeet that the phrqﬁc is meant to
cover Russian slavery.”

Here Nehru too is classed with those
. 'who would “welcome in the enemy from
the North” and thercfore he is a traitor

to the country of which The Statesman is . '

the friend !
God.save India from such frwnds L

'FORWARD BLOC NEWS

STAND BY HARIPURA AND TRIPURI
RESOLUT!ONS

$i. Kamath's Speoch at Patna
' PATNA.
Trenchant criticism of the Congress
High Command’s attitude towards the
present war was made by Mr, H. V.
Kamath, Organising Secretary of the
All-Tudia Forward Bloc at a publie
meeting held on December in the Anjnnan:
Tslami Hall, Patna, Swami Sahajanand
presiding. .
At this critical juncture, he said, they
must be guided by the Haripura resolution

on war and the Tripuri resolution on’

national demands. He accused the
Congress High Command of slackening
the pace of nationalist movement. If any.
dis'ciplihﬁry action ought to be taken, he
said, it should be against the members of
the Congress Working Committee who
were acting against the Haripura and
Tripuri resolutions. He ridiculed the
Congress Ministers who were, he said,

feeling pangs of separation and were’

thinking of taking three months’ rest
after the’ resignation.

It was unfortunate, he continued, that
Mabatma Gandhi was talking in terms of
paradoxes at this hour. . His contention
and apprebension about starting a direct
action were without apy basis.

COMMITTEE TO BE FORMED

FORWARD BLOC LEADERS
AT DEOGHAR

After organising the Santhal Parganas
District Forward Bloe at Dumka Mr, H.
V. Kamath with Messrs. Silvadra Zaji,
Lantbodar - Mukherjee  and  Pandit
Sarvananda Misra, Secretary S. P. Distriet
F. B. had a very busy programme at
Deoghar.

A very successful meeting was held
at the Baidya Nath Temple Compound
Messrs. Kamath and Zaji explained the
necessity of joining the Forward Bloe and
explained the present political situation
of the country. Theif speeches  were
highly appreciated by the local publie and
it was decided to form the Sub-divisional
Forward Bloe Committee.

It is also learnt that Sj. Subhas Ch,
Bose, President Forward Bloc, is expected

- to visit the place very soon.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

It, 1s hereby notified for information to all con—
cerned that the office of the Forward Bloc has been

removed to 82, Bowbazar St,.
A1l communlcations intended for

from the 1st December.

(second floor) CALCUTTA

the Forward Bloc should hence—-for‘oh be sent to the new

address.
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A Digest of Japanese Waf Conduct.
Compiled By Shusi Hsu, Kelly & Walsh
Ltd, Shanghai.

‘For three years the Sino-Japanese war
bas been going on and the Chinsse people
though unequipped with modern weapons
of swarfare, have risen superior to the
highly mechanised forces of Japan.
Teeming millions of China are united and
their heroic resistance has compelled the
admiration of the civilized world. But
of the Japanese method of warfare and
consequent atrocities perpetrated on the
soil of China, little is known. The present
book gives an idea of things on the war
front and reveals Japanese atrocity in all
its horrot.

- from the Chinese Year Book (1938-39)
and foreign readers would find it useful.
It is based upon press reports and has
little of  comment. Japanese atrocities
are too numerous to be listed and the
book is sure to impress the enormity of
Japanese crime. Japan has adopted the
most primitive method of looting, rape
and murder. The newly conquered area
is ravaged by Japanese soldiers. Sex-
crime bullss large and other ficares are
stageering,  Japan has systematically
dragged China and drained away the

wealth of the land, During the last three

years the traffic of drugs has grown to a
considerable  extent and  Tientstin
Japancse concession has become the
heruin capital of the world, The leroin
traffic is solely -controlled by
package of heroin containing 700 grams
costs $350 (Chinese dollar) in Tientstin
and is sold for $500 in Awmerica. Crimes
linked up with drug-traffic are mounting
and the book containg a lively picture of
the hevoe dose by’ drug tratfic.  The
orgunised drugging of China is an act of
barbarity and forfeits Japan’s claim to

beify the saviour of the ovieatal civili- |

sation.

The book is highly informative and |
appreciated by

is sure to be widely
forcign students of astern affairs. The
publishers would de well to continue
this series of publication.

The book is & partial reprint -

Chen -~
syndicate and Sun syndicate. An ordinary .

'BOOK REVIEWS

BENGALI

Bolshevik Partier ltihash—By Abdal
"Halim. Published by-——Agranee Book:
Club, 7B, Jugipara Bye Lane, Calcutta.
Pmce Re. 1-0-0.

‘Today Saviet Russia figures prominent
in world. politics and a detailed history of
the machinery that has brought into exis-
tence anew social order would be welcomed

- by the students of history. History of

the Russian Communist Party is long and
complicated” and for an ordinary reader
it is difficult to read the true meaning of
the 'departures and the differences in the
process of its developmet. Com. Halim
has executed the difficult task with marked
ability and to the Bengali readers the
book is really an arsenal of informati ns.
‘The role of the party and other basic
guaestions are discussed lucidly. Recent
imprisonment of the author has disabled
him from using the materials of the latest
offiicial history of the Russian Commu-
‘nist Party. But .the author’s analysis,
.it should be mentioned, does not differ
‘from tho offieial history. The Agranee
.Buok Club shonld be conqmtu]a ed on
-bringing out valuable political literature
at a pominal price and it deserves the

. claxms

‘word . “progressive”

Sreshfha KavNa—-—deted bv quapah
Basu.

It is a collection of few poems publi-
shed during the year 1938 and the Editor
that these are best poems - and
proglesqxve poems of. the vear.. The
has too mu('h been
profaned recently by our many young
literary urchins and the introduction of
the book under review can be cited as an
example. The only poems worth-mention-
ing in the book are those of Premendra
Mittra, Sudhindra Nath Duatt, Arunkumar
Mittra and Subhas Mukhopadhay—which
are roally good' poems, though not the
poets’ best. Premendra Mittra, the only
poet of modern age in Bengal imbued
with its spirit, should have been more
amply represented and the. poems of
Arankumar Mittra and Subhas Mukho-
padhay, who have a distinet voice of their
own among the younger ones, should
have been more cautiously selected. With
the ‘exception of . these four poems,
the entire collection is faulty, and is
vitiated ‘with the perverse taste of the-
Editor. With such a scanty -idea of
what poetry is, it would have been better
if the Iditor had' not endeavoured to
project his fantasy of how poetry should
be written and what is good poetry.
And the book as an anthology of modern

DIVINE EXTERNAL MEDICINE
Tried on Thousands of Patients
& Proved Successful.

Send As. -/12/- for Postage only. .
KAVIRAJ S. P. SHARMA
P.O. HOWRAH, (Bengal)
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whole-hearted  sympathy ~ of f)engah_ Bengali poetry may be an honest attempt,
readers. but never a successful abhxevemem
e FREEmery ————
§§ f KAVITA
éég SAMPLE—OF ( The Ben:al;PeryEJournal )
' PUBLISHED QUARTERLY
! LEUCODERMA »

Managing Editor « Buddhadeva Bose
Annual Subs. Rs. 1/8, Single Copy 6as.

This journal, devoted to poetry and
literature, is the fomemost cultural peri-
odical of Bengal. It publishes whatever
is really significant in modern Bengali

"poetry, as well as serious litcrary criticism.

This is a journal you cannot do without
if you are il any way interested in
Bengali Hterature.

Special Numbers {extraordinary issues)
D
given free iv annual subscribars,
Plesse send -/7/6 in Stamps for specimen copy.
KAVITA-BHAVAN

202, Rashbchari Avenue
Ballygunge, Caleutta.
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Letters To The Fditor

PERILOUS PATH

“TREADING ON A
o R
The Editor, Forward Bloc

Notwithstanding the . acceptance by
the Governments of  both the
Provinces and Bihar, of the sliding scale
in fixing up the minimum price of cane
and despite the abnormal rise in the price
of sugar reaching Rs. 13/- & maund and
showing yet an upward tendency, the
minimum price for cane remains the same
as was fixed -in the beginning of
November at annas: eight and pies nine
per maund when sugar was selling some
where - near ' Rs. 11/~ per maund. In
accordance with the accepted sliding scale
the cane price now ought to be above
eleven annas a maund and it was naturally
expected that the Government . notification
in this respect would doit for the fortnight
beginning from the 1st. of December. But
pothing of the sort has happened and the
same initial price hiag been repeated. So
the sliding scale adopted by the Congress
Ministry has de facto been given the go-by
by the present Government and to that
-extent the agitation and the cry raised by

the vested interests has succeeded. The -

plea of the sugar Syndicate and its
advocates-that the price of sugar is soaring
alrrmingly high because of the costliness
of some chemicals usedin its preparation
and hence there is no profiteering, should
. deceive none. As late as the last summer
they sold suger af the rate of Rs, 14/ or
80 per maund when there was no war. and
therefore, there can be no question of the
dearth of this requisite chemical at present,
But ‘the Government, I am afraid, is
taking shelter behind that baseless plea
and sallowing a free scope of profiteering
to the sugar concerns. It is bound to
prove perilous, }Z am sure, to all concerned,
even the Government not excepted, Fattest

possible dividends sought to be granted -

to the share-holders of the sugar mills and
the resultant prosperity thereof at the cost
" of both the growers and the consumers,
is a crime ‘which no Government and no
society - should
moment,

United

" ment of mine.

tolerate for a single

The cry of - these mills aud their syp--

porters, that the regional prices for sugar

" canes, instead of sliding-scale ones, should -
Government, is again -
motivated by blind and mean self-interest,

be fixed by the

Hence . it can hoodwink none. When'
there is no protection granted by Govern-
ment to the helpless sugar industry on a

. regional basis, how ecan it he expected .

that the same protection will be extended
to the helpless cane-growers on a regional
basis ? There may be a considerable
difference in the percentage of . sucrose

between the different varicties of cane.
Bat such a thing in respect of the same -

cane having been produced in various
regions of Bihar and U. P, has not been
proved as yet and if there may be any, it
is almost negligible. But there is a marked

difference of profit accordingly as the mills '

are located, because of . the transport
facilities and nearness of the markets, No
body dare deny it. It is, therefore, but
meet and proper for the Sugar Syndicate,
representing as they do the intcrests of all
the sugar mills, to press first of all for the
regional protection being granted to the

sugnr industry and not the nniform rate -

of the same to-all the mills, whether loca-
ted in adverse areas or otherwise. Thus,

bare justice will be meted ouit to all the .

mills, Will the - Syndicate take courage
in both hands and do it? I hope not. In
that case its own existence is bound to be
threatened as then it will be a house divi-

"ded against itself, T, thercfore, say again

that to raise the question of the regional
prices for cane.is .to tread on a perilous
path, , i
Then comes the bogey of the sugar
cane pests alluded to in arprevious state-
This is the most clever

move on the part of the sugar mills, This

‘isa donble-edged weapon. On the one

hand, it is intenided to ‘deprive the Kisuns

‘of thélr legitimsate dane prloein wiew of

the aﬁrgafmfel “Fisk 4n the sdgar prives and
in thimit has hlready suvcetded-as ibdica-

“ted “abitve, Unless thate ‘is & aging and
" tearing caiipwiEh to $oroe the hadds of the

"'Government to increase the price of cane,

there ‘is no hope for the growers to get

their due. But the sugar interests are not
satisfied only by making the Goverement
agree apparently not to raise the prices of

- cane in proportion as the sugar prices

rise, They are now, on the other hand,
determined to prevail upon the Govern-
ment even to reduce the prevailing price
as is clear from the reports of their meet-
ings and deputation and the market-
forecasts. I am afraid, unless they fully
succeed in dealing not only a double blow
to the Kisans, butalso a fatal one to
the consumers, they will not know rest.

"8o it is time that all the growers and

consumers and their well-wishers unite
and call a halt to these pernicious moves

‘of thes sugar factories, Nothing short

of an irresistible . counter-move is a bare
necessity and exigency of the hour and
that alone will save them.

But let me tell the Syndicate plainly
thet by resorting to such tricks and
devices they are again treading on a
perilous path. Suppose they succeed and

“cane price gaes considerably down. What .

will result- then ? The growers will be

-extremely disappointed and also their

well-wishers,"’with the clear result that
they will be in no mood to co-operate

-with the mills and the Government in
- eradicating the
‘planting disease-frece ones instead. Why

diseased canes and

should they do so? Where is the
incentive to do so? Why should they
take extra trouble and expense for no

gain of theirs ? And what will be the
ultimate result ? The industry will die

.its natural death. I, thereforc, warn the

Government and the mills lest they
repent in future.’
_ Swami Sahajanand Saraswatl

——

s it true that the Nation
is not Ready ?

S1g,

Now-a-days everyone asks whether
any movement is going to be started
by the Congress. One who asks the

question is a man ready to receive

answer and laugh, If the answer, on the
other hand, is given that Mahatmaji says

that the nation is not ready, the second

question comes, is it true ?
Whether the nation is ready or not
is to be decided by Mahatmaji himself.
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Once at Wardha Shri Shardulsing
Kaveshwar said in a public meeting that
at the time of the last C. D. Movement,
all the members of the Working Commi-
ttee opined that the nation was not ready

and that they must find out by having tours -

whether that was correct or not. Mahatmaji
bluntly replied that men might come or
not but he would go alone. The move-
ment was started. That time Mahatmaji
never cared what people thought about it.
Even at the time of launching non-co-
operation, Gandhiji never cared for the
opinion of the masses. . But at this
juncture why Mahatmaji is harping again
and again on the same thing, viz, that
the nation is not ready for a struggle ?

I have thought over this matter and
have been able to find out the following
reasons —

1. The acceptance of offices and
working of the constitution have broken
the morale of Congressmen. The mewbers,
instead of wrecking the constitution,
have become slaves to it. They have
forgotten the object with which they
started. On the other haud, selfishuess,
corruption and nepotism bave vitiated
them. The voters complained against
them and even in the public meetings
they were scolded and censured. Verily,
the Ministries have dragged down the
prestige of the Congress to a very low
level.

2.. By purging out some of the most

outstanding and trusted leaders and
workers, the Congress has become a
suspect to the general people of. the
country.
3. The Old Guard is al\va)s extolled
while the infusion of new blood is scru-
pulously discountenanced by the High
Command.

4. Non-Congressmen and anti-Con- |

gressmen have been raised high to the
offices in the provinees, especially those
who fought against the Congress at the
time of elections.

5, Mahatmajl has hardly any confi-
- dence in the public and the public have
replied him in the same manner. The
notorious “Pant resolution”
may be cited as'an illustration.

The reasons may be multiplied but I
stop here. Mahatmaji has realised all

these things and that is why he is-not .

ready to start a movement. But how can
he avoid reaping what he has sown ?

It is also true that Mahatmaji. cannot
leave his followers and at the same time,
He cannot go after honest and sincere
workers belonging to other groups and
igeologies. Those who preach hisideology
have to be hugged, no matter whether
they are honest, corrupted or spoiled.

The Ministers are eager to get back to
their offices. The spirit of fight is sadly

lacking in his close followers. 8o in
these circumstances, Mahatmaji has no
other alt-rnative but to say that th¢ nation
is not ready. But it is nottrae. The
people whom .Mahatmaji has in view is
not the whole nation. .

Nagpur

3 0th. November, 1939 L+ M. Wakhace

GENUINE JEWELLERBES

Guinea~-Gold Ornaments

value for
oid Gold
and Silver
in. exchange
for new
ornaments.
Please write
Gr Our  new
catalogue No. B 4

to suit every

taste

Guarantead
maximum satisfaction
at minimum ¢ost

WESIRRAR & SONS

SON & GRANDSONS OF LATE B.SIRKAR

MANUFACTURING JEWELLERS moncian ¥
i24,124 1 BOWRAZAR STREET, CALCUT YA

TIEPNONE
e

Modern Homeopathic College
(GOVT. REGISTERER)
SHORT COURSE OF STUDY
FOR INTELLIGENT STUDENTS

.Write For Particulars to the °
Principal—Dr. L. M. Mitter, B.A., M.D., (U.S.A)
1g¢, Bowbazar Street, Calcuita. _ Ph. B. B. 5639

THE BENGAL SUPPLIERS AND
HEALTH BUILDERS LTD.

Extensive site has been acquired near
Plrpainty, E-I. R. Loop Line, for Health Resort
and Colonicacion.

for Building sites in small plots und particulars

Enguire— 4, Russa Roatl, Calcutta.

of Tripari

PERXETT

2‘3/2 Dharamtola St. Calcutta.

CENTRAL CALCUTTA BOARDING

(Estd, 1916) ,
30, Sitaram Ghosh $t., 2, Naren Sen Squars.

Unique of its kind ; medium or good associa-
tion. Excellent dishes, electric all throughout.

Charges Sult all Pockets. Prop. A. BHADURI
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Gram. “Gentypart” Phone. Cal, 3967,

TYPEWRITER SPARE PARTS

We always stock Genuine Spare

g
g LIMITED. M Parte for all makes of Standard
Head Office:—CALCU T T A, ; and Portable Typewriters. Prices
- Proxz': Carn. 8253 ( 3 lines ) § are very competitive. Please -
‘ i try once before placing ord
BRANCHES ALL OVER g ellse“‘ii‘; elore  placing order
BENGAL, BEHAR, U. P, DELHI & ASSAM.
ALL KINDS OF BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED. || THE EasTERN TvPEWRITER CO.
Mr. K. N. DALAL — Managing, Direcior. ;! Direct Importers.
Iy oo 3/1 Mangoe Lane, Calcutta,
 DESHA-GAURAB s BHOLA NATH GHOSE'S
Subhas Chandra Bose HI&TORI;:L DRAMA
e at Trerae

Pus :—D. M. LIBRARY.

ADHYAKSHA MATHUR BABUS
| SAKTI OUSHADHALAYA

Calcutta Cancer Institute

All kinds of Cancer, Tumour and Sarcoma

are very successfully treatcd here. Many have
DACCA. ‘ been radically cured. Apply for free literature
NS ) { to.the principal, Rajvaidya Probhakar Chatto-
-} padhy, M.A. 172, Bowbazar $t, Calcutta,
“I ‘visited the Sakti Oushadha]aya Dacea, to-day and was very kmdly shown §. Phone 4039 B. B.

round the premises. : Indegenous medicines arc prepared here on a large scale and

in accordance with Ayurvedic principles. The institution reflects great credit on
Babu Mathura  Mohan Chakravarty, whose enterprise has . brought Ayurvedic D E’ 0 ER

medicines within the reach of the poor. I wish all success to the institution which |} b, N. BOS S H Sl Y
he has built up after so much enterprise and hard labour for a long period. The || :

success of Sakti Oushadha)ava, Dacca, mieans the popularity of Ayurveda throughout ———--—-—-—’-F ACTORY
the country and this in its turn means the relief of suffering humanity.” ————

Props :—Mathuramohan, Lalmoban, and Sd/- Subhas Chandra Bose. &PADA&,
Phanindramohan Mukhopadhyay Chakravarty i " Dacea, 6-6-1939. {_{* Qp
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GA-NJEES
BEST BY ALL TESTS.

36/1A, SARKAR LANE,

Emm:hes +—Chandpur » Puranbazar » Bajapti « Baburhat » Maclabgunj . CALCUTTA.
" Sonapur-(Noakhali) s Taltala = Lohajong = Klddcrpur . Gardcnrcach . Proxk : B. B. 2165,

CALCUTTA MINERAL SUPPLY CO.,, LTD.

o . 31, JACKSON LANE, CALCUTTA.
Telegram i—~CHINAMATI, . ) Telephone i—Office 1397 B. B,

- Caleutta, - - . ' Works 1592 B, B.
{ . ‘ ' ' Residence 4627 B. B.

Dealers in Indian Minerals and Mineral Products also Raw materials for Soap.
Manufacturers of silicate Soda, Plaster of Paris, Soft Soap and Talc Powder.

FOR RATES AND PARTICULARS ENQUIRE OF
‘H. DUTT & Co.—Mg. Agents.
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