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*  BENGAL CONSUMES IMPORTED SALT WORTH OVER 15 CRORES.
LET US STQP THlS HUGE DRAINAGE.
HAS BEEN THE UNALTERABLE STAPLE FOCD FOR MILLIONS . . . RICH OR POOR . .
S AL} HUMAN OR OF THE ANIMAL ORIGIN .. NO ONE CAN EAT WITHOUT SALT .
. BESIDES SALT HAS A PROTECTIVE VALUE FOR WHICH ;
T00 IT  SELLS IN ENORMOUS QUANTITIES .
IF WE SERIOUSLY MEAN & DESIRE
PATRONISED BY MAKING INDIA FREE
DESHAGOURARB WE MUST BE FREE FROM IMPORTED SALT.
SUBHAS CHANDRA BCSE EVERY GRAIN OF SALT PRODUCED IN INDIA BY
. ° ° INDIANS WILL PGSITIVELY HELP US TO THROW OFF
THE LOAD OF DEPENDENCE,
MAHARAJA e & e
° Si. SASHI KANTA ACHARYA Ay WE  Bueccr Jgua”A;'f.io"”c'f‘é%.v»iimfgigi
—' BAHADUR Of MYMENSiNG' DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE & D:TA’LS ON REQUEST.
- ° ° WANTED INFLUENTIAL SHARE SELLING AGENTS,
[ J

= ASSAM BENGAL SALT CO., LID.

Aew | ® ' Mg. Agents -—MOOKBAN & CO., 5, HASTINGS ST. CAL CUTTA. Phono Cal. 4127.

g g mR ;NFA:TS & ;N:xtm\ J‘;
The Books of The Dy ML

THE SAFEST & THE SUREST PREVENTIVE

" AGAINST CHILDREN 'S LIVER) SPLEEN.:

I o : ;&_Vgo_ngcomvumrs
cad ' COPEIENY . HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY
% ExX-STATE PRISONER ' JYOTISH JOARDAR'’S 1 H_M ;
BHUPEN RAKSHIT.-ROVY'S o FOPULAR DISCOURSE
—g4g @7— |  DETERMINISH ?
Full of Thrill, Thought, Poetry & Patriotism Science going Idealistic ?
Price ~One Rupee Four annas. Pr'icchour annas.

To be shortly | A PRISONER SPEAKS

To be shortly

out | by 5j. Bhupendra Kisor Rakshit-Roy [ out Health ﬁbgﬁnﬁlgtequ“es
?km ﬁa ‘an excellent tonic for brain, nerves and heart,

:aiﬁa ﬂq’: ] by §j. BHABESH CHANDRA NANDY It promptly relieves vertigo, sleeplessness,

' Otganising Secretary palpitation of heart and is highly useful in

by Si. BHUPEN RAKSHIT-ROY Disteict Forward Blac, Dacea asthma. As it strengthens memory, students and
. . brain workers are greatly benefited by it. Nothing

like Neurol to give new cnergy to both body and
: oo .o ind. Phial Rs 112. Apply
Jational Literature gmpouum " DESHBANDHU MEDICAL HALL
62, BOWBAZAR STREET, CALCUTTA. ©. 128D, Maniktola Road, Caleutta.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 30

Ohe Bengal
' Hindu Wabasabha

The annﬁal All-India Conference
of the Hindu Mahasabha was held
in Calcutta towards the close of

last year. As a conference it was
a great success and it afforded
considerable satisfaction to the

Mahasabha leaders who began to
hope that their organisation would
forge ahead in Bengal. At that
thne, it was whispered about that
the conference was merely a pre-
paration for the toming Municipal
Election in Caleutta and subsequent
gvents have not belied that report.

With a view to promoting the
civic welfare and advancement of
Calcutta and in order to avoid
unnecessary friction and clash over
the elections, the Bengal Provincial
Cougress Committee and the Bengal
Hindu Mablasabha arrived at an
understanding through their respec-
tive representatives. The terms of
the understanding were duly
published in the press. The
basis of the understanding was that
that the elections would be run in
the name of the Joint Congress
Corporation Election Board and
that all those who would be elected
would join the Congress Municipal
Association. The Congress Cor-
poration Election Board would
co-opt six nominees of the Hindu
Mahasabha and the Committee that
would select candidates would have

an equal number of representatives

from both the organisations. But
the elections would not be run
separately by the Hindu Mahasabha
nor would there be a separate
Hindu Mahasabha Bloc in the

LCorporation. If any
_question came up

communal
before the
Corporation in future, the Congress

" Municipal Association would not

make it a party question but would

‘allow liberty to the members to

.vote as they desired.

The afore-mentioned agreement
did not last long. Differences arose
over the selection of candidates
~and the agreement had to be
abandoned.

Prior to the above understand-

-ing with the Hindu Mahasabha,

-I had made a public appeal to all
organisations inferested in the
elections, and particularly to the

--Hindu Mahasabha and the Muslim

League, asking for their co-opera-
pion in the domain of civie affairs,
in spite of any differences that
‘might exist on other questions. I
also addressed letters to several
organisations in this connection.
We naturally felt gratified when
the Hindu Mahasabha responded
-in the above manner.

- According to our reading of the
situation, the temporary agreement
was possible” hecause of the pro-
nationalist elements in the Hindu
- Mahasabha, The agreement fell
through because the die-hard
communal elements in the Hindu
Mahasabha who were throughout
opposed to any understanding with
the Congress, - ultimately got the
upper hand.

There has been a countrywide
"'propaganda against us because of
our understanding with the Hindu
Mahasabha over civic affairs. Much
of this propaganda is mendacious,
while some of it is based on misunder-

‘standing. We are convinced that

the basis of the understanding was.

a sound one and was fully consonant
.with Congress principles, If the
understanding had been imple-
mented in due course, the principles

of nationalism would have triume

phed and not those of communalism.
Unfortunately, to some politicians
and political agents we are the bete
notre and any stick is good enough
to beat us with. But we desire to
agsert even at this late hour that

the basis on which we arrived at a

a temporary understanding with
the Hindu Mahasabha is a basis on

“which a similar understanding could

be arrived at with any other
organisation.

The New Calcutta Municipal
Act which is the vesult of the
recent Amending Bill and according
to which elections have just been
held, has created a new situation
for Calcutta which is fraught with
danger. [f the Indian members of
the Corporation, both Hindu and

‘Moslem, do not join hands, then

the Corporation will pass into the
hands of Britishers. A handful of
Britishers will begin to dominate
the Corporation as they have been
dominating the Bengal Assembly.

We tried to avert this calamity
by seeking the co-operation of the
Hindu Mahasabha in civic affairs
while adhering to Congress pringi
ples. We have been disappointed.
Moreover, the tactics employed by
some Hindu Mahasabha leaders for
whom we had great personal regard,
as also by some Hindu Mahasabha
workers in connection - with the
elections, have caused us pain and
sorrow. The Hindu Mahasabha
did uvot fight a clean fight.

What is more, the Hindu Maha-
sabha candidates included men
who had tried their level best to
break the Congress Municipal
Association and to that end had
formed the United Party in the
Corporation in co-operation with
British and Nominated Groups of
councillors. Some of them have
been re-elected and. one could easily
anticipate how they would behave
in future. The Hindu Mahasabha has
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given evidence of greater desire to
down the Congress than to save
the Corporation from British
domination.

It remains to be seen if any
other Indiun group in the Corpora-
tion will show more keenness to
resist British domination than to
fight the Congress. ’

The above action of the Hindu
Mahasabha is the heginning of a
new phase in its history. It has
come forward to play a po{itical role
and to make a bid for the political
leadership of Bengal, or at least of
the Hindus of Bengal who have
been the backbone of Nationalism
in this country. With a real Hindu
Mahasabha, we have no quarrel
and no conflict. But with a political
Hindu Mahasabha that seeks to

replace the Congress in the public

life of Bengal-and for that purpose
has already taken the offensive
-against us, a fight is inevitable,
This fight has just begun.

—

THE REAL DIFFERENCE

The present international situa-
- tion has pushed the question of
India’s struggle for freedom to the
fore. The difference between the
Left and the Right has to-day been
reduced to the simple issue of fight
versws mo-fight, which virtually
amounts to comf)romise with British
imperialism. The real issue is not
however so simple as a superficial
view of things would seem to
envisage, There are deeper implica-
tions beneath it which are not only
necessary to unravel, but to empha-
sise “with all the force that we
can command. At bottom it is not
some honest difference of opinion
in regard to India’s preparedness
to launch an immediate struggle
or altogether doing away with it
that keeps the Right apart from
the Left. The difference goes
deeper, it is fundamental because
it pertains tothe ideologies swaying
two conflicting schools.

Let us make what we say
absolutely- clear, Inspite. of belli-
" cose verbosity splashing through
the speeches, writings and resolu-
tions of the Rightists, it is certain

beyond a shade of doubt that they
Wl{l not hurl the country into the
vortex of a grim fight, These are
no more than mere stage-thunders
to trap the unwary, They could
have gone cn uniformly with this

game of bluff and bluster if only

the Indian people were concerned
in the matter. But, unfortunately
for them, there is another factor
to reckon with. Bent on a compro-
mise as they are, they must occa-
sionally afford to the other party
an inkling into their real selves.
Sheer necessity then makes them
throw off the mask. Itis for this
reason that from the sombre
Mahatma down to the garrulous
Satyamurti, the Rightists have
occasionally totalk of a “settlement”
with the Government. So it be-
comes necessary to tax diplomatic
ingenuity to find out a basis for
compromise, Resolutions adopted
formerly in the full flush of idealism,
become tempered with prudence
and undergo a distinct watering-
down. Pure and undiluted indepen-
dence then becomes beautifully

. vague and elastic in its “substance.”

As we have hinted before,
there is a deep-laid plan behind the
whole move for compromise. A
“settlement” may at most result in
the transference of some power
‘from the white to a brown bureau-
cracy. It may bring about some
-changes on the fringe of the exis-
ting social and economic order.
It will not certainly effect an
‘overhaul of the present system. And
that is what the Rightists want.
As a matter of fact, the Congress,
patronised and financed by the
.capitalists, thankfully recognised by
the princes and zamindars as a
bulwark against a mighty mass
up-surge, eager to come to terms
with the bourgeois communalists
among the Muslims represented by
the League, and mortally afraid
of a large influx of kisans and
mazdoors within its fold, cannot he
sincerely after a revolution that
will sweep away the present order
and usher in- another absolutely
new. History has testified to the
fact again and again that those who
win power, ultimately keep it.
The disappointed and desperate
middle classes of Germany, lavishly
financed by the industrial magnates
of Ruhr, led the Nazi vanguard
and put Hitler in power. Therefore,

‘the

- Gandhi’s
Harijan on the problem of States.

-can concieve of.

Governmental authority in
Germany did not find its way to
trickle down to the masses. On

_the other side, the famished soldiers

of Russia, drawn mostly from the
proletarian  classes, pushed on

Lenin to power on the crest of

their revolt. ~ The Government
therefore, took its pattern from the
class of people who won power.

If the Rightist leaders today

:seek to shirk a fight, itis only

because they know it full well that
in the course of the struggle
tremendous  mass-energies  now
ready for a burst-out, will he

‘unleashed which they will fail to

control, with the consequence, that
the movement will pass on to
Leftist hands. That will prove to
'be a serious menace to the Status
quo which they are eager to main-
tain with some changes. Therefore,.

-they are bent on avoiding that

infinitely dark contigency by all
concievable means.

We have been led on afresh to
this train of thoughts by Mahatma
recent article in the

In the course of the article
Mahatmaji has said, “I personally
do not desire the extinction of the
Princely Order. But I do want
the Princes to recognise the signs
of the times and shed a large part
of their autocracy.” The implica-
tion of the statement needs mno
lengthy dilating upon. - And if we
link up this statement, which is
but an.emblem of a comprehensive
outlook, with the present plans and
policies of the Rightists, then the
underlying significance of their
‘compromise move will become
crystal clear to all. Again, it is
against this broader background

“that Gandhiji’s non-violence too,

has to be politically evaluated.
‘Non-violence, as a spiritual crced,
is the highest ideal that humanity
In fact, mankind
have been moving steadily towards
this ideal of supreme love, which
-alone is capable of bringing about
an efflorescence of all that is noble
and beautiful in human nature,
But Mahatmaji’s Ahimsa, as a close
scrutiny of his numerous speeches
and writings will bear out, becomes,
‘when reduced to political terms, a.
safeguard against an overhaul of
the present social and economic
order. Indeed, as we have pointed
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out more than once before, there is
going on a veritable class struggle
beneath the differences between the
Right and the Left. It is really
amazing and regrettable that some
people professing Leftism can not
see through it.  Or perhaps by
seeing they feign blindness. But
the real Left need not be dishear«
tened.  As time will proceed, the
alignment of forces will become
more definite.

STUDENTS UNDER FIRE

Epidemic strike of students
has floored the government and a
section of the press has pilloried
the protagonists of the movement
since it is argued that the move-
ment aims at getting the youngsters
drilled and habituated to a way of
anarchic living. This, truly spea-
king, iz a hollow mockery amidst
the lip-serving platitudes of iniperial
devotees.  Student movement i3
inseparably bound up with the
body-politic and should not be
treated as an isolated social phe-
nomenon. Today  the world
presents & bemoaned spectacle.
Millions are maimed and killed and
progress is discovered as nothing
but & gloss on fundamental human
savagery. The old world has
accepted this fate with dignity and
composure, entranced by some
lyricism of death. - And reaction of
students to this scene of destruction
is of supreme importance and their
protest against the steady process
of dehumanisation stands out like a
huge voleanic rock. All over the
world students have ranged under
the standards of Peace, Freedom
and Progress and have moved
forward by measured steps, without
haste and without rest, to .goal.
In India
dedicated to this noble credo and
has done much to prop ap social
consciousness and sense of interna-
tionalism. Being a colony, India
is  gripped by the
octopus and is robbed of lineaments

of a civilized people. Indian student -

movement has battled against the
dogmatic conoeption of life and has
helped to create conditions stimula-
ting to ascend the animal kingdom

"of neccessity to.the kingdom of

Freedom and Love. Incapable of
appreciating the logic and its appli-
cation to India life, Government

student movement is .

has sensed indiscipline and spirit
of revolt among the students.
Repeatedly students of Great Britain

have advertised their opposition to
imperialist war and breathed their

differences with Cabinet. Has the
British Government ever denied
them the right of action or tried
to inculcate the spirit of mechanical
obedience 7 And in  India the

‘question is rendered all the more
complicated by Governments’ un-

canny attitude, eyualled by educa-
tional authorities, adherence ' to
medieval ideal. Indian student
movement  has summed up
the spirit of deflance against
the corroding system and stands

_against the stone-wall of authori-

‘government and
"supposed to have mutinied duti-

ignorance of Indian life.

tarianism. Students’  demons-
tration is found revolting to the
students  are

fully at the call of revolutionaries.
‘Is this not a travesty of truth and a
cunning ruse to-disarm the popular
resentmentagainst the government 9
Indian educational authorities are
in perpetual feud with the students.
Strikes are indicative of their
‘complete lack of sympathy with
Indian aspirations and colossal
Relation

- of students with teachers has never

“moderation,
“denied the right of association

been happy and.-the teachers suffer
from some sort of obsession and
‘their conduct is never tempered by
Students are usually

_within the precincts of educational
- institutes and freedom of action

~Church

in matters of vital importance

affecting the national well-being..

At present eight colleges in the
Punjab, one in Orissa and twoin
Bengal are virtually closed down,
The tragic drama of the Secottish
College is heading to-
wards its climax aud has gripped
the attention and emotion of all.

~ The college area is policed, military

guards are posted and black marias

-are kept in readiness to carry the

imperialist -

but  this
- exploded by the students.

offenders. The Principal has called
in the police aid, for conduct of the
students was said to be mutinous
statement has been
Reason,
argument, are useless ; the grip has

_ become all the more convulsive ;

.slaughter.

open hands are tightened into clen-
ched fists and the Principal is a
feeble prisoner in the galley of
Principal Cameron has

-under  his

" quieting feelings.

‘up & disciplined body to

~movement,

harmed the noble tradition of the
college built up through the labour
of vears and we would request him
to repair the error before it is too
late. Students, we believe, cannot
be paralysed mnor can they be
plunged into stupor of exhaustion,
We ask the University to end this
lamentable state of things since
strike is infectious and thg entire
machinery may be deadlocked.

CURRENT COMMENTS

Mr. Jinnah's Fancy-flighi

So the Pakistan fantasy has most
definitely caught on the Muslim
League. So long only some stray
members were toying with it, but
now, captained by Mr. Jinnah, the

League has put its official seal on

the same. The idea i3 so prepos-
terous, it iz so much against the
whole drift of Indian history and
even bare commonsense that it can
hardly be taken at ite face value,
specially when it has been sponsered
by such an- intelligent man as
Mr. Jinnah. It can, therefore, be
taken only as a stunt in his bargai-
ning game. That it has been meant
to be such has been amply borne
out by the comments of the London
Times. To talk of a compromise
with the Congress as Mr. Jinnah
has done, after putting in his
Palkistan plea, appears to us nething
but a hollow mockery. It is hearte-
ning to find that the idea has
already been denounced by some
prominent Muslims. It appears but
certain that when Mr. Jinnah has
been soaring up on the wings of
his communal fancy, the earth has
been steadily slipping away from
feet., We, therefore,
beseech him to compose his flutte-
ring wings in order to avoid a
disastrous crash.

Khaksar — A Menace ?

India is infested with the hordes
of Khaksars and their nightly
parade conducted in the strict
military manner has caused dis-
The Khaksar
organisation though claiming to be
a social service lbague has gladly
copied the Nazi method of building
wrest
power and its insistence on the
theory of Pakisthan has exposed
the reactioni1y character of the
Any movement that

aims at parceling ont India on
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racial basis is inimical to the
national well-being and a positive

menace to the peace of the country: '

The Khaksar movementhas wooed

the lower middle classMaha-
mmadeans and the doctrine of -
Islamic State has goaded them

on to the verge of ufter lunacy.
The world is sick of “shirt
movements” and history abounds
with their fiendigh exploits. India
abhors the effort to import this
sinister doctrine for it would spell
countless evils to the country.
We would request Dr. Inayat Ullah
whose genius has fathered the
movement to cultivate the spirit of
true nationalism -and develop a
realistic attitude to the entire
problem. We ask the Khaksars
to disown their ideal of Pakisthan
and line up with the Congress or
they would he weeded out in no
time. The true ideal of Nationa-
lism rises superior to the communal
bickerings and smooths out differ-
ence between community and
community.

Australia and War

The New South Wales Labour

Party of Australia at its Kaster
Conference criticising the Govern-
ment’s war policy in a resolution
stated :  “The conference makes
it clear that while opposed to
Australian participation in over-

seas conflicts, it is also opposed to -

any effort of the present anti-
Labour Government to change the
direction of the war by an aggres-
sive act against any other country
with which we are not at war
including the Soviet Union.” M.
R. G, Menzies, the Premier of

Australia, described the resolution

as *‘un-British” and regretted the
steady disintegration of Tabour
Party’s war policy. The Sceretary
of the Federal Labour Party poin-
ted out that in passing the resolu-
tion the New South Wales Labour
Party had exceeded its powers and
the Federal conference of the
Australian Labour Party was the
only body authorised to determine
the war policy.

The most significant feature of
Mr. Menzies' Cabinet is that it has
sixteen members, and all of them
are members of one party, the
United Australia Party. That is,
Australia is under the dictatorship
of a single party, and the Country

f
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Party has “banged, bolted and:

barred” the doorto co-operation so
long it remains under the leader-

ship of Sir Earl Page. Mr. Menazies -
therefore has no difficulty to over-

come to formulate his foreign
policy. It is also notin the least
surprising that he would describe
the New. South Wales
Party’s war resolution as ‘“un-
British”, because the United Aus-
tralia Party represents the pro-
British section of Australia.

But the decision of the New
South Wales Labour Party ix very
significant,  Australian  Federal

Labour Party takes the lead from .
the British Labour Party and at

the outset of the war it declared
its loyalty to Britain, Thedeclaration

now becomes practically meaningless

because the New South Wales Labour
Party has much greater influence
in shaping the labour opinion
of the Empire, New South Wales
is the wealthiest of all states
and has rich - mines of silver-

lead. As the principal mining
centre, the Party’ which con-

trols its labour forces, has surely
a decisive voice in determining the
war policy of the Empire. Menzies’

Government may stubbornly oppose -

it, and Australian Fedelar Labour
Party may declare it as unau-
thorised. It may disaffiliate the
party but the New.South Wales
Labour Party will suvely have iis
say when the Empire will be
threatened with the danger of being
embroiled in war as an inevitable
result of Menzies’ foreign policy
and Federal Labour Party’s ungrate~
ful treason. The resolution of the
New South Wales Labour Party
shows beyond douht that the Second
Internationalists are not making
easy headway even in the Kmpires,
where still, in fact, Briitain rules.

Well Done, Rate-Payers

At the time of writing this . note
all the results in the Corporation
elections have mnot been made
available to us. Those that have
already been announced, show a
decisive victory for the Congress.
The Hindu Mahasabha, which can
quite fairly be described as a
refuge of some retired people with
an itch for publicity, had entered
the lists against the only popular

-organisation in the country and has
deservedly been trounced in the

Labour

contest. The Ad Hoc Committee,
that had played an open and sub-
- terranean role in sabotaging- the
Congress in the Corporation, has
also got its rightful meed in the
adventure. The secret letter
_cireulated by the Chairman of the
British  Muncipal Association in
favour of two stalwarts ever loyal
to the Ad Hoe, and published by
‘two of our enterprising contem-
poravies, has proved heyond a
shade of doubt what part they were
destined to play in the Corporation.
"The elections have demonstrated
who represent the real Congress In
Bengal. We heartily thank the
rate-payers of Calcutta for vindica-
ting its hounour in the province.
We however hope that the forlorn -
few who have been returned
on Mahasabha ticket, will now sign
the Congress creed and form a
solid Congress Bloc in the Corpora-
‘tion. We address our appeal also
to the independents to line up with
‘the Coungress and carry oub
faithfully the programme laid down
by Deshabandhu Das.

' Agitation in Manipure

The people of Manipure until
recent times have heen isolated
“from the national life and recent
‘movement for the realization of
democratic rights has linked them
up with entire India. Feudalism,
rightly speaking, bas outlived its
days and is an anomaly with the
- present-day world. Indian India
can hoast of an unending series of
" feudal chiefs exceeding six hundred,
and Manipure is the higgest state in
the province of Assam.  The state
of Manipure, though presided over
- by the Maharaj, is really ruled by a
British official whosc authority and

. decision cannot  be

questioned.
British Goverment. is aware of the
strategic importance of Ifanipure
and hag turned it a buffer-state to
guard the easternmost Jimit of
- India. Introduction of popular
. government runs counter to the
basic interests of British Govern-
ment. Hence the obduracy on
" the part of the Maharaja. DBut the
“popular movement 1is growing
+in volume and intensity and the sense
cof unity cannotb be defeated by
'repression. Right of self-determi-
nation in states i8 guaranteed by the
Congress and let the Maharaja
take temily counsel of discretion.
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WHITHER FRANCE ?P

‘Tmmediately after his office acceptance

the new Prime Minister of Irance, .

M. Reynaud, addressing the Chamber
of Deputies, said : “France is fo speed
up her war effort...We shall not mneglect
any effort to make workmen understand
that if we are jighting Communism it
18 not because of its extreme left-uing
doctrine but because we are fighting an
organisation of treason. The Communists
have worked against the country. We
shall crush that” ( Applause ) The new
‘socialist’ Ministers chimed in. The new
. Government’s policy is “to arouse, muster
and direct all the strength of France to
fight and win and crush all treason,” and,
according to Reynaud and his political
henchmen, Communism is an organisation
of treason like Nazism. The declaration
is couched in frank terms, but to appre-
ciate fully this frankness one must peep
into the past contributions of M. Reynaud,
the ex-Finance Minister of France, to
French economy.

Reynaud’s Economic Policy

Rocklike Reynaud with his “profound
technical financial knowledge,” introduced
a new batch of deeree-laws with a view
to increase the military and cconomic
strength of France in November, 1938
After five months, these provisions were
found insufficient for the intended purpose
and some notable additions and alterations
were made in April, 1934, The object of
November Plan was to reduce the Budget
deficit both by cutting expenditure and
raising revenue. FEzxpenditure was cur«
tailed by abandoning the greater part
of the civil public works programme, and
revenue was increased by increasing
tazes. The November decrees also aboli-
shed the 40-hour week. Overtime was
permitted, rather forced up to 48 hours
a week, overtime wage rates were reduced,
and conditions were created in which big
business men could decide to expand
their operations in accordance with their
sweet will. The April plan was a plan
Jor war economy. 1t is not now a question
merely of increasing production, but of
increasing the production of specific
( war ) commodities, even at the cost of
impeding the production of other articles

-in The Times at that time.

obvious.

-economic plans,

~which are deemed unnecessary in present

circumstances, that is, articles of general
consumption. Inthisrespect, M. Reynaud’s

" April Plan accepted most of the sugges-

tions made for British use by Mr. Keynes
Consumption
must be limited, so that any productive
‘resources not now employed can be
reserved for industries working directly
for war purpose. The most important
measure in the April plan is the suppre-
ssion of overtime wages for hours up to
}45awee/c with the result that o check
was put on the working-class income
‘and consuming power, and a depression

“¢n conswmer's goods industries set in.

France has thus been slapped by
M. Reynaud to turn her face towards a
War economy. _

The results of this war economy are
The measures that have now
been takeun shall have to be reinforced by
additional instalments from time to time
as changing situations will demand with
the prolongation of war. As production
will be speeded up in the war industries,
and as the activity of the peace indus-
tries will slow down to nil, there will have
©o be o large-scale transfer of labour,
for which compulsory and more stringent
‘measures will be needed. Consumption
yill have to unflergo a process of resiric-
tion till it reaches the starvation level.
Taxes will have to be increased till they
snateh the last morsel of food from France.
And these are exactly M. Reynaud’s
One wonders why even
after all this so much time should be
wasted for the sake of preaching a demo-
cratic sermon to the world. In fact, M.
Reynaud will himself wonder if he ever
ineets Dr. Schact or Funk, who will
boldly declare that these are also their

plans in Nazi Germany.

France was alrcady put on a war-

.f)roduction footing by M. Daladier. M.

Reynaud will speed up this centralisation
of military supplies and output. French
capital will be used for war purposes.
Economic activities will more and more

.be concentrated upon industries turning

out goods of war. Investment will in

general be limited to short-term issues’

of the state for arms and defence purposes

and investment in private enterprise will
Jag far behind. To ensure maximum
‘supply of labour, re-employed workers
will be prevented from spending their
incomes and the wageg of other workers will
be callously cut down. Industries producing
articles of consumption will be switched
off. France will gradually sink in the pit

of sconomic erisjs, starvation and poverty.
Ag the speed of the war machine will be
accelerated, discontent will rise up to the
point of explosion. IHungry and famished
workers of France will storm Place de la
Bastille and Place de 1a Nation, even against
the pious wish of the ‘pink’ Socialists and
political buffoons like Blam. France will be
hurled in the inferno of a terrible civil
war, if Reynaud exercises his political
power with his financial genius to the
fullest extent. This Reynaud cannot but
do if war continues, and the result can-
not but be this-~Civil War in France.

Prospect

The reaction of the people of France
against the “Sixth of February” is still
too green in memory to require recapitu-
lation. One cannot forget the “Front
Populaire Ouath” of July 14, 1935-—the
oath “to defend the republic, to give
bread to the workers, and peace to
humanity.” Those were the days when
actually Thorez, Blum and Daladier walked
arm-in-arm towards a common end. But
that Front Populaire broke down
complately two years ago. Nevertheless,
it has served its purpose as a great
anti-Fascist coalition, and if it has not
killed ‘plutocracy’ in France, it has wiped
out militant Fascism, at least as it was
known in 1934 and 1935. Today, in 1940,
it is altogether a different France to tell a
completely new tale. All parties including
the Blum-brand socialists in France, are
walking arm-in-arm towards & common
end, the crushing of the Cominunists.
Why ? Because France is at war, and
because the Second Internationalists
{ French Socialists ) are the veritable
agents of the war-mongers, active for
their bourgeois masters in the ranks
of the workers. So o longer can “Front
Populaire” be an  cxpedient tactic
for those who will reiterate today its
solemn oath “to give bread to the workers,
peace to humanity, and to defend
France.” “We will reply to enmity with
enmity” says Reynaud to the Communists,
Reynaud is right. © A militant proletariat
will move today from the Bastille to the
Place de la Nation, nota motley crowd
of July, 1985, with large tri-colour flags.
Front Populaire may die, but its oath and
the French people cannot. “When M.
Reynaud’s powerful war machinc will be
set in full motion, despite the shrill cry of
Blum and Monnet, the oath will be fulfilled
by the French Proletariat.
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By C. R.

Commenting on the past Delhi Talks
between Gandhiji and the Viceroy,
Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer, Dewan of
Travancore, in a press statement is
reported to have said that without a
solution of the problem of defence,
Dominion Status of any 'variety what-
soever, cannot, under Indian conditions,
be achieved or maintained. He inter alia
said that to state that-the Princes will
have to join the Ngational Assembly not
as individuals but as the duly clected
representatives of their people, is to ignore
the facts of history and even the present
state of affairs, The word ‘elected
representative’, it seems, has shocked him

because the State of Travancore, adminis- -

tered by this practical politician, is
notorious for its autocracy. The Dewan
further adds that if the Crown parts
with power, the Princes cannot do likewise
nor can there be an automatic transference

of allegiance or obligations or rights to

some other political entity ( presumably
the Congress). His contention is that if the
Crown withdraws from India, the Indian
States would re-assume the position they
occupied iz  India before the Ureatics
with the Paramount Power were cntered
into. And lastly, he clings fast to the
“history of Indian States” and tries to
justify their separate existence and auto-
cratic rule.

Sir Akbar Hydari, Prime Minister of
Hyderabad, recently harped on the same
tune as the Travancore Dewan. Sir C. P.
on one oceasion said that Travancore
was not subject or subservient to the
Empire and the Treaties with the
Paramount Power were only on a contrac-
tual basis, When a resolution for Res-
ponsible Government came before the
Travancore Assembly, the same Sir C. P,
said that Travancore was subservient to
the Paramount Power and the State, on
its own initiative, could do nothing in
regard to constitutional reforms without
the consent of that Power. The very
debate on the question, he said, was
against all Treaty obligations.

According to the assumption of Sir.
C. P, if there is equality of status and
rights between the States like Travancore
and the Paramount Power and if the

- dependent at any thne.  They were eitl

" them, thesc Princes automatically ca

“alternative but to

FORWARD BLOC

STATES IN FUTURE INDIA

States can speak and act independently, ..quo and thereby safeguard tl,miz' own
" interests, as against their people’s collec-

then why should Dewans like sir C. P.
nurse any fear at all 2 But his exhibition

of undue fear and reluctance to grant

constitutional reforms in the State bears
out our contention that in the first place,
he is deadly opposed to granting of such
reforms and secondly, that States as such

" have no equality of right or freedom with

the Paramount Power.

The same is true of Hyderabad alse.
Everybody knows the agitations carried
out in 1926 by the present Nizam of
Hyderabad to regain Berar and the warning

given by the then Viceroy, Lord Reading, -

that the Princes had uo authority to speak

or do anything independently and on
equal terms with the Crown and that they
had only to obey the Paramount Power’s
dictates with all possible docility. Condi-
tions being such, an unsophisticated and
unbiased man cannot but laugh when he
hears Sir Akbar Hydari speaking of
cquality of status of States and their
integral freedom. Coming to the question
of the so-called freedowm and history of
Native States, it is pertinent to ask whether
did these States at any time enjoy full
freedom. Were these States at any time
independent ?

The Butler Committee Report cleariy
lays down that these States were not

subject to the Poramonntey of the Mo
Emperors or subservient to the Maha-
rastrans and when the British won over
e
under the British sway. The DBritish
have even cnthroned new rulers in some
States, e.z, Mysore.

As such, when power is transferrod
from the British Crown to the Indian
National Democratic Government, why
cannot these Princes owe allegiance to that
Government as they did to the Moguls,
Maharastrans and the Britishers ?

Of course, they will have no other
submit to such a

Government.

Sir. Mirza Ismail, Dewan of Mysore,
was a bit forward. Some time ago he
suggested that Indians should accept
H. E. the Viceroy’s offer and get together
in an Exccative Counci] representing the
whole nation and draft a contitution for
India. Administrators like Sir. C. P. and
Sir. Akbar Hydari are not prepared even
to heed such a suggestion, They only
want to continue the autocratic rule in
their respective States. These Princes
peither care for the political progress of
their States nor the freedom of India.
These pillars of British Imperialism in
India only care to perpetuate the status

'

tive interests. ‘
“there can concievably be nothing astoun-

ko

In such circumstances,
ding about their rccent statements and
speeches regarding their rights and
position in future India. !

But the teeming millions of freedom-
Joving people both in Indian India and

"British India cannot and will not brash

aside the cause of the States, which in

all respects has become a serions problem
. to progressive India.

We can now see in almost all Native
Btates the struggle for better government
and though many of them have not yet
succeeded in their attempts, their struggle
for freedom will still go on unabated
until their goal is reached.

The British politicians both in India

“and outside have declared times without

number that  British Government were
fiot opposed  to  States’ granting  of
constitutional reforms without prejudice
to their interests. They have on many
oceasions even advised the Princes to
grant such reforms and take tne people
into their confidence as that would
materially push forward the progress of
States various respects, A few
ago the present Viceroy, though
as  a ‘disinterested  spectator,’

thae Ut

days
posing

aade a fecble appeal to the Princes at
the last i

session of  the Chamber of
constitntional reforms in

a

account i
appeal,
Many Princes have granted some sort

. of constitutional reforms in their States

~and some are seriously considering the

delusion.

‘two hundred

question.  But some Princes, otherwise

“culled as ‘miniature Hitlers” and adminis-
“grators of two premier States like Sir CP.

and Sir Akbar Hydari, show palpable
reluctance even to think of that. They
seem to forget that they arve living in the
twentieth century, Sir C. I's presump-

‘tion that the States would re-assume their

old position and autoeratic rule, is a raere
They should know that they
are now facing a different world, The
position of States before the advent of
British to India was quite different frow
the position existing today. The past

vears have roused much
political  consciousness  in  the States’
people and natarally they will not further
tolerate the old status and autocratic rule
nreferred by Siv C. P, and others.  dnd
50 it is high time for the Princes and their
administrators to realize that so long as
they are not prepared so give up their
so-called  ‘historieal  privileges’ and
notions of dignity and personal impor-
tance at the altar of duty and humanity,

‘the Princely Order will be risking its

very existence,
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ANDHRA KISAN SABHA
Forward Blocists Capture Offices
( From our correspondent )
Palasa, 27th March.
The annual meeting of the Andhra
Provincial Kisan Sabha was held recently.

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. 8. N
Murti, the out-going President, Mr. P. -

Shyama Sundar Rao, M. L.'A,, the Vice-
President, presided. Election of Office-
bearers took place for the year. Mr.
P. Shyama Sundara Rao was unanimously

- elected President for the year.
When it came to the question of

electing a General Secretary, there was

‘no agreement. and all efforts of the

President, Prof. Ranga and Mr. P.

‘Bapiat, the General Secretary of the .

Andhra Provincial Forward Bloe, for
bringing about an agreement, failed. M
P. Bapiat, on behalf of the Forward

Blocists, proposed that there should: be

three secrctaries, all of equal status,
instead of only one General and another

joint secretary, as it was obtaining at’

present. The proposal, though carried
by a majority, contemplating, as it did, a

change in the constitution, required two- -
thirds majority and hence fell through -

due to the opposition of the Socialists of
the “National Front” group.

Two names were then proposed for .

the General Secretaryship, those of V.
Sivalinga Prasad, the present General

Secretary ( Socialist ) and Mr. C. Bali .

Reddi ( Forward Blocist ). The contest

was keen, but Mr. Bali Reddi of the |

Forward Bloc, came out successful in the
election. The Joint Secretaryship was
offered by Prof. Ranga and others to

the Socialists, but they declined it. Then :

Mr. G. Latchana, a member of the
AICC, also a member of the Andhra
Forward Bloc Working Committee, was
unanimously elected Joint Secretary.
FORWARD BLOC
Delhi To Form Council Of Action

It is understood that under instructions
from the Ceniral organisation of the
Provincial

Forward Bloe, the Delhi
Forward Bloc will be dissolved and a
Council of Action formed.

A meeting of the Working Committee of »
the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee -

oWill be held on March 29 to consider
the situation arising out of the resolution

adopted at the Anti-Compromise Con- .

ference held recently at Ramgarh.

MR. R. S. NIMBKAR
ARRESTED

Charge Of Violation Of Order

Mr. R. 8. Nimbkar, Genaral Secre-
tary, Girni Kamgar Union and member,
‘Council of Action, Bombay Provincial
Trade Union Congress was arrested
‘recently on a charge of being a member
of an unlawful assembly and:violating the
Police Commissioner’s order . The arrest
was effected while Mr. Nimbkar was
addressing a meeting at Matunga Labour
cawmp at Bombay. He was taken to the
Mahim police station and subsequently
released on bail.
Al mills were closed to-day owing to
. Holi holidays. Labour.leaders are making
plans to give relief to strikers. Mass
collection for the funds for relief of
-strikers will be made by the volunteers
of the Citizens Strike Relief Committee
ona fay to be fixed in the first week

of April.—

ANTI.COMPROMISE
RESOLUTION

Council Of Leftist Leaders
To Be Formed

A Council comprising of certain
prominent leftist leaders, it is
understood, will be formed after the
All India Kisan Conference at
Palasa in order to give effect to the
main resolution of the recent
Ramgarh Anti~Compromise Con-
ference.

This Council, it is further
_ understood will outlinea programme

in pursuance of that resolution for
the guidance of the Anti-Compro-
‘mise leaders and workers all over
. the country, taking into considera-
tion various local conditions.

FORWARD BLOC NEWS

ALL-INDIA KISAN CONFERENCE
At Palasa

( From a Correspondent )
Palasa, Mar, 27

Last evening the open session of the
All-India Kisan Sabha met under the
presidency of Baba Sohan Singh. About
a lakh of people, of whom nearly a fourth
were women and & large number of
Savaras and Kothus belonging #o hilltribes
attended.

In the absence’of Sj. Subhas Bose,
Swami Sahajanand unfurled the: red flag.
8j. Subhas Bose’s message expressing
complete solidarity with the Kisan move=
meut and wishing the conference every
suceess, was received with loud acclama-
tion, relieving in some measurc the great
disappointment caused to thc masses by
his inability to come.

The principal resolution referred to
the national struggle. While asking the
A. L C. C. to give the call for a nation-

wide struggle, a defiuite plan of campaign

was urged to be popularised from the Gth

- April, the day fixed by the anti-Compro-

mise Conference for commencing a nation-
wide struggle, and without specifically
referring to the call for national struggle

_given by the anti~-Compromise Confe-

rence, it urged the adoption of a scheme
of a no-tax and no-rent movement in the
ensuing national struggle. And it was
crystal clear to the vast masses of the
assembled people that the ensuing struggle
only meant the one fixed to begin on the
6th April under the lead of S5j. Subhas
Bose and Swami Sahajanand.

Thus Swamiji without offending the
communist susceptibilities of the National
Tront group represented at the Conference,

“tactfully managed to make the resolution

the ncarest approach to that of the anti-
Compromise Conference. )
Prof. Ranga, who played a .notable
part in the Conference throughout,
succeeded, though not without a tough
fight, in getting the slogan of “Kisan-
Maidur Raj”, to which the people’s fight
for economic and political freedom would
lead ultimately, definitely incorporated in
the resolution. Prof. Ranga, Sis. Bankim

‘Mukherjee, Mohanlal Gautam, Divakar
Patnaik and Nibarendu Datta-Mazumdar
‘made eloguent spéeches in support of the
" resolution.

8j. Mazumdar’s was the speech of
the day and he was repeatedly cheered
when he referred to the compromising
tactics of the Congress leadership and the
drive against the Left, symboilsed in the

. disciplinary ‘action against Sj. Subhas

Bose and Swamiji. An interrupter was

effectively silenced by the masterly logic

and stirring orators of 8j, Mazumdar.
The resolution was declared carried

' unanimously amidst deafening cheers.
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L“e AAssurance is the only means whereby one can, by easy periodical

payments, provide with cerfainty, an amount one considers sufficient to ensure FINANCIAL

INDEPENDENCE for oneself in one’s old age and/or for one’s dependents.
. o

Every Year thousands of discerning persons"lay the Foundation Stone of

ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE for themselves in their old age and/or for their dependents
‘after them by insuring their lives with: fhe

"ORIENTAL"”

the strongest and most popular |ndi.an Life Assurance Company.
DO NOT DELAY
Take out an “ORIENTAL" Policy To-day.

Write for particulars to :—

ORIENTAL

GOVT. SECURITY LIFE ASSURANCE CO., LTD.

Estd. 1874. . . Head Office —BOMBAY.
OR

The Branch Secretary, Oriental Assurance Buildings.
2, Clive Row Calcutta. i Phene No. Cal. 500.

= e L —— ]
ey » LR BUr gg - REWARD Rs, 150/-
N 11 SIDH YOGENDRA KAVACH. (Govt. Reg.)
§ '\[(c;%lpowerfu] and brilliant. Even the
— . : 1 53 (3} )| most difficult object is achieved simply by
Head Office :—CALCUTTA Phone : Cal. 3253 ( mes) %@ keeping this “Sidh Yogendra Kavach’
OFFICES. ) z There is no necessity of undergom(" any
Circle. D hardship to make it effective. It is effec-
Callcuﬂa Circle gengal Circle gsu: Flrda gll:av trcle. f tl;re W(‘g;lout '\)ny prep‘u'atlonl By this
Calcutta acca auhati atna whom e, He) you want will be under
A W Cregoms™  Dhao SEr" )} your command, Price for copper R, 2
Bhowanipore Noakhali Tejpur Chaibasa 0 For silver Ra. 3/- For pure gold Rs. 7/-.
Ballygunge Chaumuhani Nowgong MAHA LAKSHM! KAVACH.
Howrah Baksirhat §§
North India Circle :—Cawnpore, Lucknow, Delhi & New Delhi s It will overcome evil stars, subdue
n enemies and it will give success in exami-
London Bankers :—Eastern Bank Ltd. nation, trade Imgatmn lottery, race,service,
sons, immense wealth, freedom from debts
American Bankers .—National City Bank of New York. i ?nd dangemﬁz dlsgas,%s It will make you
ortunate WAT s 150 for one who
Mr. K. N. Dalal Managmg Director. ;)3 proves it false. Price for copper Rs 2/-

For silver Rs 8/- For pure gold Rs 7/-.

SREE MAHASAKTI ASHRAM

THE BANGASRI COTTON MlLLS Ltd PO Ko Con (1)

A SPINNING & WEAVING MILL WITH THE VERY BEST UP.TO.DATE MACHINERIES.
Founded by : ACHARYA SIR P. C. RAY.

pab-lerloo el NI
- , ' ewELLERS ZBANKERS:

Mills — Secretaries & Agents ' — N 35, A..nuroSH MUXHERJEE RD.
SODEPUR (24- Perganas) SHAHA CHAUDHURI! & Co. Lid., || "?HC’WF“!"”“ S

E. B. Ry. 4, Clive Ghat St, Calcutta. , ]
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By A. K. Sen

THE INDIAN FILM—IT’S PROBLEM AND POSIBILITIES

( Concluded )

( The first part of this article appeared the week before last in ‘Forward Bloc'—Ed, F, B)

To come now to the more material
aspect of cinema, i.c. cinema as an in-
dustry, the war brings before us—the

film-loving public and technicians—a new
and serious problem, whether the film- '

producing concerns in this country can
stand the strains of war and increased
prices, since for every foot of raw film,
every grain of chemical and every pxece
of machinery, we are dependent on supp-

‘lies from abroad and hence subject to

soarcity and increased cost ; most of our
film studios being already in bad financial
straits.

There has 'been of late some talk in

certain quarters on the necessity and -
possibilities of raw film-manufacture in;
this country. The idea is commendable’
Film-mant-
facture is a highly specialised industry .
and - few ocountries in the world have.

no doubt, but not practical.

proved equal to it. India’s industrial

backwardness compels her toimport almost

every bit of manufactured commodity

from abroad and she would need to undergs -

a very high degree of industrialization
before such a pretentious plan as the
manufacture of raw film, can aven be
thought of.
us today contiuue to be India’s lack of

material development and the consequent -

poverty. Despite her immense reserves
in man and matter, she suffers from
material barrenness for the one single

reason——the lack of co-ordination between.

brain and money. While money is wasted

often so flagrantly on futilities, or other-'

wise misused, it is strangely enough
withheld from honest and credtive intel-
lect. In a queer mixture of mediaeval
feudsalism and petty capitalism, the life

in the country stands inert and unless

some force shakes off this material and
intellectual stupor, no growth seems
likely ; hunger and necessity having been

' in our case not the mother of inventions
| but motives for degradation.

The first and foremost thing in an

enterprise is its finance and finance for

film has not been easy to obtain for.
reasons more than one. The most

The disquieting facts facing:

- fulfilled.

important of these being the lack of much
certainty of returns for the investments
already made. The film industry in India

has deserved every one of its successive
gystematically -

setbacks and reverses,
ignored as it has the importance of good

organization and execution, factors, with-:

out which no enterprise can make a
headway. To be specific, money has not

been well used when obtained, so much

8o, that the history of film in this country
constitutes a series of costly experiments
entrusted, with few exceptions, to wrong
people, leading to disastrous losses of
money and possibilities,
cripple chances of growth and also dis-
courage prospective investors. Lack of
capital for film-studios often assume such
proportions that loans have got to be
made at interests reachiag upto 457!
Favouritism and nepotism  turned the
cinema industry into some sort .of an
arrangement to provide jobs and privi-
leges for the musahibs, dependents and

relatives of the cinema executive, irrespec- -

tive of utility. This leads to an encour-
agement to intrigug and a scramble for

individual advantage, evils to which so .

many film studios have fallen prey.

It is surpriging that inspite of all the-

reverses and the cumulative expericnce
of years, nothing has becn learnt and
that film still continaes to be a gamble of
chances. Such a fatalistic blindness to
causes of loss and failure would have

- been impossible in any other country,

but fatalissd is a phenomenon which
stands deeply rooted in this land of
paradox.,

A person who has some money to
invest in film production, becomes in this
country eligible for the status of a produ-

" cer, irrespective of his understanding of

matters which are important for such
very responsible work—matters artistic,
dramatic and technical and last but not the
least, organizing capabilities, But film,
after all, is no Alladin’s lamp just waiting
for anybody to be rubbed for a wish to be
Jesse L. Lasky defines the
producer as follows : Thetterm Producer

Such ‘losses.

of Motion Pictures’ applies to the man-in-
charge of production. In his hands lies
the supervision of every element that goes
to make up the finished product. These
elements are both tangible and intangible,
the control of human beings and real
properties as well as the control of artistic
temperament, the shaping of creative
forces and the knbwledge of the public
needs for entertainment. A producer
must be a prophet and a general, a
diplomat and a peace-maler, a miser and
a spendthrift. ‘He must have vision
tempered by 'hindsight, daring governed
by caution, the patience .of a saint and
the iron of a Cromwell.® How many
producers in this country answer, even in
part, to this definition ? Individuals often
overestimate their own capabilities, mis-
judge and fail and such failures involve
frequently the ruin of their entire capital.
Men who propose to finance pictures must
proceed with the same amount of cantion
and judgement as would be essential for
any other cnterprise involving such large
outlays. A pictare is either a success or
a failure. Tt can be only one of these
two coxtremes. It can however be very
safely accepted that a picture with well-
defined qualities can never be a flop. And
to make a good picture is not a matter of
chance, but a matter of ability and in-
tellect. This fundament holds good for
any creation in this world. Exen when
viewed from purely material considera-
tions, the artistic or technical merits of a
picture can never affect adversely its
financial success, This excuse is lame
that a picture fails because it is too artistic
for the understanding of the average
person. It fails because it is bad and
equally so for the connoisseur as well as
for the average spectator.

It needs not much of critical study to
come to the conclusion that money for
film has come mostly from the following
three classes of people: (1) those who
had been led to believe that film-making,
in whatever manner done, brings quick
money, more quick perhaps than anything

-else, (2) those who think'that film-making
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promises pleasure and other diversions,
and (3) unpractical enthusiasts. It would
however, be wrong not to recognize those
-who came with genuine ideals, understan-
ding and interest. But alas b they have
been so few !

It is doubtfu! from our experience of

the past that there is much hope of any
voluntary improvement. Organization
after organization sprahg up during the
last few years with big flourishes of great
ideas and ideals only to degenerate
speedily into hunting-grounds for the
caprices of individuals or groups who
somehow got the control of things.
Opportunists gotthe greatest chances of
their lives in the process—film, unlike
every other industry or enterprise, having
no norm nor control, Wrong people got
. the licence to ruin systematically great
possibilities and filmeraft lost its natural
status of a great art to be mistaken by
many as unrespectable and unproductive.

Can our cinema extricate itself from
insolvency and degradation ? Not until
better people can enter and .guide the
“industry, Our characteristic failings reflect

on our film-making organizations in the - -

samé measure as they do in other spheres
of our’ life. A voluntary improvement
does not seem very likely, for, good ideas
dawn upon us slowly and their realization
takes decades. The exclusivencss of the
country’s leaders of thought and of the
serious section of the press has unfortu-
nately left evils overshadowing the cinema

industry free from every weighty criticism, -

Yet cinema. today cannot simply be
ignored out of existence. It would be
blindness to ignore the great influence
which the flm has come to exert on the
life of the people. Thousands attend
shows and take with them _their own
" impressions. But apart from its far-
reaching moral effects, this industry has
* its economic bearings on our community

life as well, in as much as it causes invest-
ments, disbursements and employment,
The film industry in Germany in post-war
years received the active financial support
and patronage of the State which made
that picturesque height of creative
excellence, so much in evidence in German
film productjons of those years, possible.
Not to speak of control, guidance or
financial help, the Government take no
more interest in the workings of the film
industry in this country, save, the exercise
of censorship, which too, is ultimately left
in most cases to the discretion of subor-
dinate police officials, Yet no other art,
perhaps, equals the film in its universality

A BALLAD

EéEGNWY

By—*“Spartacus’’,

Now Nazi footsteps echo through the halls
Where Beck once gloried ; faced with ruin sad
Those liberties which Poland’s name recalls,
Union alone can save us from the mad
Degenerates who rule in Leningrad,
Scornful of all that England’s fighting for.
They seem to think that we are just as bad !
Nothing must be allowed to stop the war.

*

*

The Empire answers when the bugle calls !
A truce to every silly Leftist fad.
Unmindful of the spate of (cannon) balls
Stout Moslem Premiers preach the new Jehad..
At such a moment no one but a cad
Would bargain, with the Bolshies at the door.
To call our aims imperialist is mad.
Nothing must be allowed to stop the war,

» *

. *
The Indian knows that if the Empire falls
He'd only lose the liberties he had.

Of coursé the mildest description still galls
Some types of trouble-making swine. A lad

Like Dyer knew a thing or two, by God !
An ounce of ghot 1s worth a pound of law.

Be damned to talk of “Hindusthan Azad”
Nothing must be allowed to stop the war.

* *

#*

ENVOI
My Prince, beljeve me, things are not so bad.
You will survive, as you have done before,
So, go and jail the Praja Parisad.
Nothing must be allowed to stop the war.

or its resourcefulness as an instrument to

_interpret the past, depict the present and

be a forerunner of the future to millions
for whom no other language exists in the
world- A French philosopher once said
that the masses think in images. The
picture indeed is the best and the simplest
instrument of expression, for, it explains
itself., .

“Our ideal,” eaid Aristotle, “is what
we consciously pursue,” and it would
need an united effort of reformative forces
to elevate film-art from its present state
of degradation. Our cinema is starved
of intellect, idealism and sincerity in the
same measure as it is neglected by the
State in the matter of constructive control
or guidange. Public opinion ignores it.
But inspite of everything, the film has
come to stay and it is time for our
leaders of political and cultural thought

to decide in which form it should best
be allowed to survive., Will they make
a move ?  Will our national press respond
to this earnest appeal and make its voice
felt ? we cannot consent to the
slightest compromise in the quality of
our art and literature, why should we
not work for better films ? Qur cinema
must now be freed from the chaotic state-
of lawlessness and confusion by the
initiation of comprehensive legislative
measures far-reaching enough to guarantee
wholesome entertainment to the public,
to ensure proper use of the capital
invested and to safeguard the interests
of every person actively engaged in the
industry. The setting up and enforce-
ment of definite rules, regulations, norms
and standards would go a long way to
free this industry of evils which oripple
it and stand inthe way of progress,
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By SARDAR SARCUL SINGH CAVEESHAR

DOMINION STATUS OR COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE ?

[The first part appeare‘c.l the week before last E. D. F. B.]

One other plea is put forward to keep
India within the British Empire. Itis
argued that the British Empire is an
alliance of different peoples and different
countries working together for tho peace
of the world, that it foreshadows the
International Federation of the future
when all countries would live side by side
as friends strung together by a common
constitution.

To be in close uniou with such an
Empire means strength, India would be
weak if she had to work out her destiny
all alone. England is regarded the home
of Western civilisation and India is
known as the cradle of Eastern culture ;
the intimate connection of two countries
would, it is suggested, redound to
the glory of both. By a hearty coope-
ration between Indians on the one side
and the British people on the other, the
fate of the whole world, it is said, would
be changed for the better; there would be

peace all round and no one would be .

allowed by these two peoples to do any
mischief. The British Commonwealth
would be a model for the League of
Nations and by its example all refractory
people would be hushed into sweet silence.
East and West, linked in a holy union,
would usher in the reign of contentment
for the whole world ; all strife and war
shall come to an end. i
This is grand, cven alluring. But the
other side has not less weighty reascns
in support of separation. The linking of
Iingland, one of the most advanced coun-
tries in the world, with India, & country
which for the last hundred years has not
been allowed to make progress much
would not be helpful to the full and
natural growth of the weaker country.
It is always the case when two men of
unequal strength are put together, The
idea of equal partnership, it is argued, is
only a myth. The stronger nation has
always the tendency to exploit the weak
partner.
For India and also for the whole
world, it is further argued, it would be

better if Indians closely allied themselves |

with their natural friends, than withthose

. the question—from

who happen to be connected with them

-only through an historical accident.

It would be easy and advantageous
for India to work together with
Persia, Arabia, China, Sian Japan and
other Asiatic countries with whom she
has many natura] associations of race,
religion and history than with the people
with whom she has no affinity. It looks

‘strange that India should be hostile or
-indifferent towards her next door neigh-

bours and should form such a close
alliance with a country seven thousand
miles away, and so differentin culture and
civilisation. It would be better for the

futurc peace and progress of the world,

if Asiatic countries grow as strong as
Furopean nations; because when both
sides are equally strong, they would be

_glad to meet each other on an equal foot-

ing, and the ideas of exploitation and
injustice would automatically vanish.,

The British Empire is the outward
expression of what British Imperialism
aims at. British Imperialism aims at the

‘expansion of British interests, India by
_remaining

in the Empire has helped
Britain to dominate China, Arabia, Egypt,

Palestine, Mesopotamia and other down-

trodden countries. These tountries have

“now made uptheir mind to free themselves

from' foreign domination. By remaining
within the British Empire Indians are
liable to put themselvesin the wrong with

‘those neighbouring countries,

Trom whatever point onc may discuss
the ethical, social,
ceonomie, or political—it is in the best
interests of Indin and England that India
should have an unrestricted right of self-
determination ; India should no more be

- forced to hang like a tag on the British
" Empire portfolio.
" have only one thing iu common :

India and the Empire
their
history of the past two hundeed years or
so. And of this history every Indian
wust feel ashamed; and if conscience
really has a prick and if the people
infected with Imperial malady have left
them any conscience, the British Imperia-
list too cannot feel proad of it.

Such an attitude is born of the

Is

‘skins in the 'Dominions.

present dependent position of India. No .
one likes to lose power ; but when India

gets Swaraj, and the pride of power is

gone out of the mind of the British people,

they will not remain anxious to keep

India within the Empire, Between

Indians and the Britisha union of common

interests may be possible ; but such union

will be the result of free negotiations

between the two high contracting parties.

It would be of some interest to the
reader to know what clear-headed Bri-
tishers like Mr. Bernard Shaw think of
the Indian connection with the British
Emnpire. In one of his broad-cast talks,
Mr. Shaw, discussing “This Empire
Business” said :—

“The instinct not only of the distant
Indian, but even of the nearby Welsehman,
the Irishman, and Scot, was to refent and
repudiate Imperial dominance, so that if
we were to preserve the connexzion, we
must make it appear flattering and advan-
tageous to all the parts of the Empire,
giving them Home Rule, calling them
Dominions instead of Colonies, and putt-
ing them on the same footing as what we
called the Mother Country, or even on a
better one. But let them think what that
might lead to.  There was only a handful
of English—speaking people with pink
The Indians
outnumbered the rest of the Empire,
including England, five-to-one. Conse-
quently, the effect of making India. a
Dominion, in the Canadian sense, would
be that England would become, in_effect a
Dominion of India, and England might
not like that. England might break off
from the Empire, as the Unitad Statcs
did.

“I can not feel sure of the permanence
of any intimate political combination not
based on homogeneity, or the people in
the combination being reasonably like one
another in their tastes and religious faiths,
their traditions and hopes. A combina-
tion of the northern States of Europe with
the United States of America, and with
Australiz and New Zecaland, would be far
more homogenous than any possible
combination of Europeans with Asiatics.
Tf T were a stranger from another planet
T would say that an attempt to combine
England with India before England. was
combined with the United States on the
one side and with all her Western Euro-
pean neighbours on the other, was a crazy
reversal of the natural order of things
and could not possibly last. If we did
not make the constituents of the HEmpire

<0 independent of England that England

would have nothing to do but support an
enormously expensive Navy to protect
them, they would break off as the American
Colonies did ; yet if we granted them
that independence, the tail would wag
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the dog, as it did very vigorously at the
Ottawa Conference.”

Let the East form an alliance of its
own, Europe another, and America
another ; when these natural geographical
allinnces are formed- then all the federated
units could come together and guarantee
the peace of the world, There was no
peace in the British Empire itself ; India,
Ireland, Egypt were in revolt, how could
then the British Empire work for the
peace of the world ? Al high-sounding
phrases about the interests of humanity
and world peace are no more than a clever
camonflage to hoodwink the ignorant,
As long as Western attitude in politics
was that of glorified robbers, as long as
as their dishonest designs prompted the
Furopean powers to quarrel amongst
themselves like dogs and wolves, for them
to come forward and put before the Asia~
tics the ideal of world peace was sheer
hypocrisy ; all European wars belied
Furopean pretensions in this direction.
To expect European nations to work for
the peace of the world is, not better than
asking thieves and highwaymen of s
country to organise its police force.

Clash of interests

Notwithstanding some mutual advan-
tages on both sides, the relations even
between England and India are not quite
natural ; their intercsts are apt to clash
with each other more often than it is
generally believed. In the war between
Greece and Turkey, England had her
sympathies with Greece ; race, religion
and geographical associations naturally
prompted the English to side with the
Greeks ; no one had a right to object to
snch a course on the part of the English,
On the other hand, similar causes promp-
ted Indians to side with the Turks;
Indian sympathies with Turkey were as
justifiable as those of England with
Groece. The result was a constant tug-
of-war between Indians on the one side
and the British on the other. In the
matter of peace with Turkey these
differences became acute to the extent
that Mr. Montagu had to be dismissed
from the Cabinct because of his leaning
towards the Indian pointof wiew.

The same is the case in regard to
English dealings_with Arabia, Mesopota-
mia and China. The British Government
wants to keep these countries under
its control because they form good
markets for English manufacturers and
also because - English capital finds good
investment in exploiting their natural re-
sources. 1ndians have no interest in such
enterprises.

Tt iz not difficult to imagine also other
circumstances where Indian and British
interests will be found diametrically oppo-
sed to cach other. To end such awkward
situations the best thing is that India and
England should pursue their foreign
policies quite independently. Both the
countries can then go their own way
without any bitterness or misunderstand-
ind on either side.

Superfine Darjeeling Blend

PYRAMID TEA

}}}Zﬁﬁ

THE CALCUTTA COMMERCIAL BANK, LTD.

Head Office :—2, CLIVE GHAT STREET, CALLUTTA,

[A SCHEDULED BANK]|

BRANCHES
Bengal : Bengal: Bengal: U.P.:  Calcutta: Assam: Behar:  Behar:
Mymensingh Barakar  Jamalpur Benares Maniktala Sunamganj Pak Bh IA
Narayanganj Barisal ° Jalpaiguri Lucknow Kalighat Karimgg:mjI S:hﬁ)rganj Moar%gahi‘ru
Sirajganj Maldah  Netrokona Baranagore Sylhet Katihazr  Dumka
Kishoregan] Dacca Tangail , Barabazar  Shillong Patna Deoghur
Mohanganj Chittagong Chawkbazar {Dacca) Silchar Raxaul  Lakhisarai

Interest on Savings Bank Alc. paid at 247, per annum
Withdrawable by Cheques.

Interest of Fixed Deposits paid at the rate of 3 to 5% per annum.
Rs. 600 paid on payment of Rs. 5 per month for 8 years
in the Provident Deposit account.

8 Years Cash Cortificate for Rs. 100 sold at Rs. 87 (elghty-seven).

N e XM,
& mANUFACTUR

36, COMN

\|

NG

RELIABLE HO

NOVELTY IN ORNAMENTS.

USE OF FASHION |

w""

STOCKISZ'"SQR

TR

$0 o Sam vt

IS THE ONLY

ST TR I s ST
AN eI Wi

BODY BUILDER
FOR INFANTS.

BAMANGALA BHANDER

47, RAJAR

CHAWK, CALCUTTA.

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 678




i
|

FORWARD BLOC

15

‘belongings, The

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS OF RAHULA SANKRITYAYANA

PROBLEMS OF KISANS IN INDIA

The . following ts the presidential
address of §j. Rahuls Sunkrityana, who
has recently beem - detained wunder the
Defence of India Act, read out atthe
All-India Kisan Conference held on
March 24 aad 25, at Palasa, vn Viziga-
patam district —

The agrarian problem is one of the
most crucial problems of our country.
The peasantry constitutes near three-
fourths of the population of India and
produces ever 80 percent of the total
wealth of the country. And yet to-day
millions of men and women belonging to
the agricultural classes live in a state of
asbject poverty while chroniz; under-
nourishment, illiteracy and disease are
devastating the countryside. An Indian
village presents an aspect of terrible
decay—ill-fed and half-naked human
Jbeings living in dilapidated mud huds or
rickety thatohed structures, with no
furniture and very * scanty household
great majority of
peasants cannot get one decent meal a
day. About 95 per cent of the village
dwellers are illiterate and preventible
disease takes an alarming toll of life.
The entire countryside is irretrievably
steeped in debt, The exactions of the
moneylenders and  the extortionate
demands of the landlords and the bureau-
cracy have brought hunger and pauperisa-
tion to almost every peasant home.
Acute land-hunger and over-pressure of
population on land has become a per-
manent feature of Indian agriculture,
while the methods of agricultural produc-
tion remain extremely backward.

What then is the genesis of the
agrarian problem in India? If we
examine carefully the socio-economic
structure of our country to-day, we shall
find that the decay of Indian agricalture
and the consequent poverty of the
peasantry is attributable directly to the
network of socio-economic 'relationships
established in this country since the
advent of the British.

New Soctal Order

The conquest of India by the British

brought abeut far-reaching changes in

_system,

the ancient social economy of India, for
~unlike all earlier conguerers, the British
-came to India as agents of a new social
"order, namely capitalism.

Within  less
than fifty years’ time the independent
feudal economy of India which had as its’
basis a peculiar combination of agri-
culture with handicrafts, was reduced to
the position of a helpless appendage to
the young and developing capitalist

. economy of Great Britain, The village

community system which had constituted

“the backbone of the old order began to

disintegerate rapidly under the influence

“of the new economic forces let loose in
- the country by British merchant capita-

lists, The opening up of the country

‘through railways destroyed the self-

sufficiency ¢f the village community,

‘flooded the Indian market with foreign

manufactures, killed the ancient handi-
crafts and caused the export of raw
materials no a large scale. The rapid
expansion of money econowmy in response
to the exigoncies of the trading and
financial requirements of the *East India
Company enabled commercial capital to
make serious inroads into the agrarian
Merchants, moneylenders and
other middlemen invaded the countryside
in a ruthless hunt for profits. Land itself
became a commodity and the entire
peasantry soon became a helpless prey

‘not only to the relentless greed of foreign

and indigenous merchants, but also to all
the vicissitudes of capitalist trade.

In order to maintain and reinforce
their political and economic strangle-hold
over the country the British ruling
classes further brought about a complete
transformation in the system of land
tenure in India. Landlordism was
deliberately fostered, The great bulk of

the peasants were deprived of their -

allodial rights and such new and powerfull
vested interests,on land were created as
could serve as an effective social prop for
British rule in the countty, The .history
of the growth of Zemindari system will
for ever remain one of the darkest
chapters in the annals of British rule in

India.

Land Tax Increased

Land tax was also increased during
the nineteenth century with such astoun-
ding relentlessncss that normal agricultural
reproduction became difficult, In many
cases as much as 75 per cent of the gross
produce of the peasant was taken away
from him in the form of remt or land
revenue.

These and various other,factors caused
Indian agriculture to decline rapidly, for
the brunt of imperialist exploitation was
borne by fhe peasantry which produced
by far the largest part of the wealth of
the country. This decline culminated in
a series of devastating famines which
darkened the face of India and brought
death and ruin to millions of peasant
homes during the last quarter of the
nineteenth century. Driven to desperation,
the peasantry rushed into sporadic revolts
in various parts of the country against
the tyranny and oppression of money-
lenders and merchants, or of the landlords
and the bureaucracy. Needless to add that
these rovolts were crushed with an iron
hand.

Alarmed at the prospect of losing the
Indian market the British ruling classes
began to make some attempts, by about
the end of the last century, to check any
further decline of Indian agriculture.
Thus a variety of measures, such as
Tenancy Acts, Agricultural Relief Acts,
Land Alienation Acts were passed. Agri-
cultural Departments were opened, irriga-
tion works were extended and some
arrangements were made for co-operative
lending, None of these measures could
howevar restore any prosperity to
agriculture.

Types of Land Ownership
One of the main features of the
agrarian constitution of the country is
the predominance of landlordism and state-
ownership over peasant-proprietorship.
Taking tnto account only the major types
of land ownership, we can divide agricul-
tural land into the following four regions :

1. The region of big and middle-sized
landlord estates.
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2. The region of the state-ownership
of land,

3. The region of peasant-proprietor-
ship, 1

4. The regions of pluntations. v

The big and middle-sized landed states
are found in the greater part of Bengal,
the northern districts of Madras, the
Central Provinces, Bihar, Orissa and
Oudh. These estates together cover
about 50 per cent of the total arable area
and accommodate about G0 per cent of
the total population. Thus the bulk of
the Indian peasantry is directly under
the rule of feudal landlords. -

The region of state-owership of langd
covers about 30 per cent of the total
arable land and accommodates about 25
per cent of population. Here the Govern-
ment acts as the landlord.

~The region of peasant ownership
covers a large part of the Bombay
Presidency, the southern districts of
‘Madras, the Punjab and a few other areas,
Land is very unequally divided among
individual peasants in this region.

The plantations are mainly concentra-
ted in the province of Assam. They arc
also found in certain parts of Bengal and
southern India. Altogether they cover
only about 0.5 per cent of the total culti-
vable area, a large number of these
plantations being owned by foreign
individuals or companies.

It may be noted that the present
system of landownership in India not
only ensures the predominance of big
vested interests in land, but has also
rendered millions of peasants landless.
The number of landless peasants in India
to-day is roughly 40 millions.

Pressure of Population on Land

Another striking feature of the Indian
agrarian system is the over-pressure of
populaticn on land. In 1850, the total
population of the country was 150 millions,
it rose to 290 millions in 1891 and 350

millions in 1931, To-day it is about 400
millions out of which about 300 millions
are dependent on agriculture, The rapidity
with which the pressure on land has
increased can.be seen from the fact that
while the .percentage of the agricultural
population to the total population was
58 in 1881, it was 71.6 in 1821, The
The Royal Commission on Agriculture
estimated this percentage at 73 and it can
be safely assumed that to-day no less than
75 per cent of the people live on land.
In fact one can easily maintain that on a
conservative estimate over 50 per cent
of the total holdings in the country are

uneconomic, Thus for example, the
average size or a holding in Bengal is 3'1
acres, in Assam 3 acres, in Bihar and
Orissa 3. 1 acres, in Madras 4. 9

acres, in Central Provinces 8. 5 acres,

in the Punjab 9. 2 and in

Bombay 12.2 acres.

acres

actual conditions. In British India as a
whole holdings of less than one acre are

no less than 28 per cent of the total and.

those below five acres 50 _per cent,all
of which may be considered uneconomic.

In the Punjab which is considered to be

comparatively prosperous the number of
holdings which are of less than five acres
is so large as to constitute 56 per cent
of the total holding of the province. As
against thisithe percentage of holdings of
less than five acres in England, Sweden

-and Bulgaria, countries whose technique

of productton is much superior to that of

India, is 19. 3, 25. 3 and 23. 4 respectively. .

Over-Taxation

The Indian peasantry is perhaps the :

most heavily taxed peasantry in the world,

in view of the extremely meagre margin,

of profits on which it subsists. That
agricultural output per acre in India is
much smaller than in other countries

only 1,353 lbs in India.
acre of wheat yields 1,241 lbs, in Italy,
1,508 lbs. in Japan, 1,688 lbs. in Egypt.
1812 lbs. in England and only 652 in
India. The per capita income of India may
be estimated at Rs. 75 to-day. As afainst

this the per capita income of Japanis-
Rs. 271, of PFrance Rs. 636, of Engla d

Rs. 1,092, and of the U, 8. A, Rs. 2,053,
It is now an admitted fact that land

taxation has increased with an astounding

rapidity under British rule. To quote

one or two instances, in the Presidency .

of Macuras the land revenue was raised
from £ 381330, in 1767-68 to £ 5,063,349 in
1776-77 and in Bombay within threec years
(1817 to 1820)it rose from £ 8,68,047 to
£ 18,18,314. Then again in the Bombay
Presidency the total land revenue increa-
sed from Rs. 3,07,47,607 in 1902-03 to Ra.
4,00,45,297 in 1932-34, although during
the same period the total cultivated
aoreage fell from 3,23,86,549 acres to
3,22,15,081 acres.

Land tax throughout the country rose
to an unprecedented level within a few
decades of the establishment of British
rule. In ancient India, according to the
laws of Manu, land tax normally fluctua-~
ted between 8 and 16 per cent of the
gross produce. Under Abkar, it never
exceeded 33 per cent. In neither of these
cases were the peasants obliged to pay
any other taxes, Under the British, how-
ever, land tax has never fallen below 50
percent of the gross produce while in
many cases as much as ‘75 per cent has
been charged.

Burden of Landlordism

Tn ancient India the cultivator of the
soil was always considered to be its owner.

The averages do.
not however give a correct picture of the

can
be seen from the fact that while an acre -
vields 2,359 lbs. of rice in Egypt, 2,767
1bs. in Japan and 4,601 in Italy, it yields,
Similarly an.

The Moghuls also never recognised the
proprietary rights of middlemen in land.
But in response to the financial and politi-
cal exigencies of their rule the British
administrators deliberately crcated and
fostered big landlord interests.

According to the Permanent Settle-
ment of Bengal of 1798 all revenue
collectors were declared proprietors of the
areas over which their authority as
revenue collectors extended, while the
actual cultivators were deprived of all
the rights and privileges which they had
enjoyed from times immemorial. This
was the first step in the direction of foist-
ing a class of big Janded proprietors on
the agrarian system,

A Unique Right

Mr. C. D. Field in his boak “Rela-
tions of Liandiords and Tenants in various
Countries” while describing the multiform
oppression to which the peasaniry was
subjected Ly the Permanent Zemindari
Settlement, wrote, “There iz scarcely a
country in the civilised world in which a
landlord is allowed to evict his tenant
without having recourse to the regular
tribunals ; but the Bengal zamindar was
deliberately told by the Legislature that
he was at liberty to oust his tenants if
the rents claimed by him were in arrear
at the end of the year, leaving them to
recover their rights if infringed by having
recourse to those new and antried Courts
of Justice, the failure in which might be
punished with fine or imprisonment.”

Space does not permit us here to

. describe in detail the innumerable legal

and illegal excesses of the zamindars
against the peasantry. Suflice to note the
following few statements taken from.
ofiicial documents regarding illegal exac-
tions of the zamindars.

In their Letter of Instruction to
Supervisors appointed in 1769 the Govern-
ment of Bengal observed :—“The truth
cannot be doubted that the poor and

‘industrious tenant is taxed by his zamin-

dar for even extravagance, that avarice,
ambition, pride, vanity or intemperance
may lead him in to, over and above, what

- is generally deemed the established rent
‘of the lands.

If he is to be married, a
child born, honours conferred, luxury
indulged, and nezaranas or fines exacted
even for his own misconduct, all must be

- paid by the rayat.”

The Collector of Mymensingh des-
cribed the illegal cesses levied by the
landlords on the cultivators in 1920-21 as
follows: “One Circle Officer has prepared
a list of over twenty such exactions and
rightly remarks, ‘the very list arouses in-

. dignation’...... The tenant pays an average

of 4 annas to 8 annas of his rent in
abwabs.”

The Collector of Mymensingh noted
again in his report for 1927-28: “Levy
of abwabs continues to be consecrated by
custom, and the penal provisions of the
Tenancy Act, which were framed with a
view to protect tenants from exactions of
this nature, remain almost a dead letter,”

( To be continued )
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industrial Development of Japan By
S. Bagehi. To be had of M. C. Sarkar &
Sons, Ltd., Calcutta, Re. 2-8 as. .

The author of this book visited Japan
and other foreign countries as a Calcutta
University scholar and made a very
careful study of the industrial conditions
obtaining there, His studies and obser-
vations, so far as Japan is concerned,
have been embodied in the present pub-
Heation. Japan is today one of the foremost
industrial countries of the world and
what is particulaty creditable in her
achievement is that she scored - this
phenomenal success in the course of a
comparatively short time. The author
has very correctly traced out the reasons
of the success. In the first place, indus-
trial expansion was essential for Japan
for her very existence, since mere agricul-
ture of that island country could not
adequately maintain her tecming popula-
tion. Inthe second place, the Jupanese
are a highly industrious, energetic and
skilful nation. Thirdly, the success is
due to the earnest and well-directed efforts
of the Japanese Government towards the
organisation of the industrial life of the
country,

The author has successfully met the
charge of Japanese dumping. He has
shown that the whole industrial life of the
country is under the control of a strict
rationalisation. He has also done well
by emphasising the fact that swall and
medium industries still occupy an impor-
tant and substantial place in the commer-
cial life of Japan, Situated as India to-
day is, she can take a fruitful lesson
from her progressive neighbour in this
respect. Indeed, to Iudia the industrial
lifo of Japan can serve as a very apt
model. Of course, the very basis of that
life, so far as it pertains to the relation
between labour and capital, calls for a
thorough overhaul ; for we remain abso-
lately unconvinced by what the author has
said to exonerate the Japanese entrepen-
eurs in their deal with labour. In this
respect & new outlook ought to have been
brought to bear on the whole question
which the author utterly lacks in. But that
is no reason why the progress that Japan
has achieved in her industrial life should

‘their comprehensiveness as

‘learning,

not have a strong appeal for our country.
Particularly, when we remember that
Japan received her impetus for industrial
advance during’ the last Great War when
the more important European countries
could not carry 'on their normal activities,
the appeal becomes all the more powerful.
Will' India be able mow to take a leaf
out of the Japanese life ?

The book is neatly got up and beauti-
fully illustrated. The Jangnage occasionally
ig defective. We hope the author will
try to improve it in the next edition.

Aims and ldeals of Ancient Indian
Culture By Broja Sundar Roy, M.A., B.L.
Published by A. Roy from 24, Radha
Prasad Lane, Calcutta, Rs, 2.

The book under review is a survey of
the ancient Indian culture in all its

‘aspects. The aim of the erudite author,

as we have understood on going through
the book, has been to establish the
superiority of Indian culture over that
of that Occident, In this task he has
not only set forth the Indian ideals in all
embodied
primarily in the Upanishads and the Gita,

but has drawn at large on various .

authorities both of East and West and
documented his treatise in a manner that
amply testifies to his deep and wide
The ideal of ancient Indian
culture, viewed in its true perspeetive,
is not ascetic in spirit, as is somectimes
wrongly supposed fo- be. It advocated
richness and fullness of existence, and

“not lean and devitalised poverty or a

flight from worldly life. But being spiritual
at its very core, it considered human
welfare and not mere power as the

‘consummation to be devoutly wished for.

And since spirituality was the funda-
mental truth of ancient Indian life, it
jmprinted its stamp on various aspects of
that life. The author has shown at length

‘how educational, social and even political

life of ancient India was deeply influenced
by its spiritual ideal. Life was then looked
upon as an organic whole ; it was not
compartmentalised as has been done to-
day in Europe.

There can be no running away from
the fact that evils have today creptin

“¥ndian life and culture. The forms have

largely continued buat the underlying
spirit has become moribund. It is a
sickening and discouraging sight no doubt.
But there is no sense, for that reason, in
giving a cold shoulder to the Indian ideal

-ag such. With the march of time, life
“has thrown up new experiences and
-evolved new standards. They have put
“in their claims on our consideration. But

still it is worth while to consider if it is

possible to adjust - the “old principles” -

B ook Reviews

with the “new ideals that are forcing
themselves upon us.” The very basis of
our existence has to be re-gvaluated in a
spirit of unfaltering truth, That is the
greatest cultural nced of the hour. And
in that effort books like the one under
review may be of real help to us.

B. 8.

BENGALI
Lenin O Bolshevic Party By Revati
Burman. Burman Puablishing House.

72 Harrison Road, Calcutta, One Rupee.

Lenin was the harbinger of a new
civilization based upon the equality of
man and his life was devoted to the
realization of it for he regarded action as
the end of thought. And in strength and
obility he towered above his contem-
poraries and his achievements are
numerous and would daunt one to
catalogue them, An institute is the
lengthening shadow of one man, said
Emerson. And rightly can Lenin he said
to be the father of Bolshevic party. The
book under review is an attempt tostudy
the life and activities of Lenin with equal
stress upon the political development of
Russia. Chapters on new Kconomic
Policy, War communism and Imperialism
are highly instructive and should be read
by all. "We recommend the book to the
readers,

The best historical drama of the age

“BAKYA-RAO”
By BHOLA NATH GHOSE

s .
e e N

Phone :—B. B. 3711, ”i

D. RATAN & CO.

ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
22-1, CORNWALLIS STREET,

CALCUTTA. ’
CENTRAL CALCUTTA BOARDING

30, Sttaram Ghosh $t,, 2, Naren Sen Square.

Quiet surrounding ; ‘centre of students,
educationists and gentlemen. Healthy dishes
and homely comforts.

Charges Rs. 18/- to 20/-. Prop +—A. BHADURI

Nt

HEALTH & JOY
are maintained by the use of .
ANANGA PROVA YAKUT!

‘Which brings about jovial tone to the weak and aged.
Price Rs. 10 for 30 Piils.

Rajvaidya Narayanji Keshaviji,

177, Harrison Road, Calcutta.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WHY THIS HEART-
~ BURNING ?
To

The Bditor, Forward DBloe
SIR,

Com. J. P. Narain’s arrest is no more
anews. All that has to be seen is the
way in which the anti-imporialist forces
of the country, specially the national
leadership, has reacted toit. Pt Nehru
takes it as a challenge, Mr, Kripalani, as
though disillusioned, takes the incident
to mean the Govt.’s intention to fight the
Congress and the Congress Prosident
takes it as a matter of course, for he
says, ‘It is not the first of its kinds nor
is going to be the last.”

But then the National Flerald, the
Lucknow champion of national unity and
anti-imperialist cause, takes the oppor-
tunity, although absolutely out of way
and wholly uncalled for, to draw a line
of demarcation between the C. S. P, and
the Forward Bloc in its issue dated the
oth inst. It has tried to vilify Com.
Subhas Bose and his colleagues by
proving them to be ‘the best friends of
the bureaucracy and of British Imperia-
Hsm.ee.e- their tall talks notwithstanding.
The paper says that the ‘extreme left-
wing Firebrands’ meaning members of
the Forward Bloe—‘are not likely to be
touched by Govt’ And it is all by way
of praising Com. J. P. Narain for his
efforts to maintain Congress unity ‘even
at the sacrifice of his convictions at times.’
One is left wondering as to how Com.
Bose comes in, but he has been dragged
in all the same.

This is not the occasion to enter into
the controversy, nay, it is unwarranted
even to raise the question at this zero
hour in our history, as to who and which
party has done what either to create
‘division in the Congress rank’ or to
maintain the Congress and national unity,
Tt is useless cither to discuss the merits
and demerits of the actions of Com.
J. P. Narain or Com. Bose, and for that
reason of C. 8. P. and Forward Bloc.
But one thing is certain that Com. Bose
has never acted against his convictions ;
of course, it is up-to Com. J. P. whether
he will refute or pocket the aspersion
cast on him that he sacrifices his couvic-
tions at times.

-As regards Forward Bloc people’s
unlikelihood of being tonched by Govt.,
T think a responsible paper like the
National Herald should not have so
deliberately ignored facts. Is not it a
fact that no sooner the crisis came in
Com. B. D. Tripathi, Secretary All
India Forward Bloc was arrested just in
the neighbourhood of the National
Herald? And what about a number - of
0. P, comrades either undergoing their
terms of imprisonment or standing their

- disgraceful.

.the kisan sabha movement,

trial ? Comrades Jata Shankar Shukla,
Manmath Nath Gupta, Ram Dualare
Trivedi are all important members of the
U. P. Forward Bloc executive. Only
today has come the news that Com.
Ashrafuddin Choudhry has been arrested.

‘Do not these arrests have ‘a significance

which should not be lost on’ people who
are deliberately out to discredit Com.
Bose ?

One might differ with the ideas and
line of actions of Acharya Narendra
Devaji or Rashtrapati Rajendra Prasadji,
but would onec he justified iu saying that
simply because they are' still at large,
they have turned best friends of British
Lmperialism ?  Likewise, one is quite at
liberty to differ with Com Bode and criti-
cise his actions in the spirit of fair play,
but it would be going beyond the limits
of decency to say that he—who has an
unequeiled record of =acrifices in the
causc of the country and the Congress to
his credit and has spent the best parts
of his life in fighting British Imperialism
~—has turned a friend of bureaucracy,
simply because he has been spared so far
by the Govt.

All that I mean to say is that all the
comrades who have been subjected to
Imperialist repression are all brave fight-
ers in the cause of the country, might
belong cither to Gandhian group, C. 8.
P., C. P. or the Forward Bloc.

LUCKNOW
12th March 40.

- PERSONALISM N
POLITICS

S. Bavvrorr

To

-~ The BEditor, Forward Bloe

‘Sim,

Tt is deeply regrettable that the group,
which passes under the name of radica-
lism, really consists of the henchmen of
the Gandhians., The League of Radical
Congressmen, better known as the Royist
Group, has been well-known as an ally
of the Rightists in Behar and U. P.
The wmanner in which this group suppor-
ted the Rightists for a number of years
in the Congress Elections of these pro-
vinces, has left no doubt as to its real
position in the present scheme of things.
Its attitude in Bengal has been equally
No true leftist can be misled
by the pseudo-leftist declarations and
boasts of this group. :

The “inverted Rightism” of the Royist
group in All-India politics is also well-
known. On all important problems like
the office
acceptance issue, the 9th July demons-
trations, and the ministerial resignations,
the Royists have shown themsclves as
naked Rightists. While sabotaging by

their actions the rise of a new leadership

Jdead to

in India, they claim to stand for an
alternative leadership. It is alear that their
alternative leadorship means the leader-
ship of the “Inverted Rightist”-cum-
‘Rightist” alliance.

Mr, M. N. Roy taliked much of his
theatrical radicalism at the Tripuri
Congress. Now he scems to have forgotten
his attitude towards the Left movement

‘before and after the Tripuri session.

Even with reference to the Tripuri
Presidential election, Mr. Roy is today
suppressing an important fact, In the
leaflet under his signature distributed at
the U. P. Provincial delegates’ meeting
on the occasion of the 1939 Presidantial
election, he had definitely declared that
lie would have supported Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad if the latter had not
withdrawn his candidature. But now
when Mr. Roy’s personal question is
involved, even neutrality due to  his
anti-Left activities is interpreted by him
as a vote against the ILeft. There
could not have been more personalism
in politics,

Ananda Chowk,

Dehra Dun S. Lar.

“UNITED FRONT”

To

The Editor, Forward Bloc
SIR,
Of late we have been hearing much

:about “united front” and “national unity.”

Mr, J. P. Narayan’s latest is no surprise
to us at all.  This champion of unity does
not know that the development of unity
as advocated by him will result in quite
the opposite to what he expects ; it will
united  surrender. Mr. J. P.
Narayan accuses a certain . section of
loft wing of “infantilism” abd “disruptive
tendencies.” Yes, a disruption—disruption
between revolutionary and  counter-
revolutionary  forces ! But what Mr.
J. P. is doing, in the name of unity ?
He is disrupting the revolutionary forces,

.thus acting as a henchman of the counter-

revolution.

Mr. Jai Prakash secems to be over
jubilant over the Patna resolution of the
Working Committee. He went so far as

_to characterisc it as a definite turning-
- point in

cnvrent Indian history and a
signal for struggle, Mahatma Gundhi’s
article in “Harijan” is, perhaps, a smart
slap on his face. By the way, what about
the National Front’s opportunistic “forcing
theory” ?

What we require now is not the so-
called “national unity”—which is, in fact,
a betrayal of the nation; we require
unity amongst our own ranks—amongst
the revolutionary forces. I request our
comrades to think overit.

16th March OBSERVER,
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HERNIA MATRIMANDIR

Wonderful remedy by outward apph- ( PRASUTY & SHISHU SADAN )
cation. Thousands benefited without Home for pregnant Lady for safe Delivety and
operation. Apply for testimonials and Protection of unentertained child.

directions —H. C. ROY, specialist in Asst. Secretary A . TOSH : SONS.

Hernia, Divine Treatment Hall, . 130/C Cornwalils street., Shyambazar
CALIUT I L RANGOON

118, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta ! CALCUTTA.

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 683




Regd. No. C. 2625 FORWARD BLOC

DESHA-GAURABRB

Subhas Chandra Bose

at
Adhyaksha Mathur Babu’s * ,
SAKTI OUSHADHALAYA
DACCA. |

R

“[ visited the Sakti Oushadhalaya Dacca, to-day and was very kindly shown round the premises.
Indegenous medicines are prepared here on a large scale and in accordance with Ayurvedic principles.
The institution reflects great credit on Babu Mathura Mohan Chakravarty, whose enterprise has
brought Ayurvedic medicines within the reach of the poor. I wish all success to the institution
which he has built up after so much enterprise and hard labour for a long period. The success ot
Sakti Qushadhalaya, Dacca, means the popularity of Ayurveda throughout the country and this in

its turn means the relief of suffering humanity.”
Sd/- Subhas Chandra Bose.

'Props :—Mathuramohan, Lalmohan, and
Daces, 6-6-1939,

EDWARDS TONIC

| THE TIME.-HONOURED REMEDY

For
MALARIA & LIKE FEVERS

THROZENGE
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COLD, COUGH & HOARSENESS

B. K. PAUL & Co. Lid.
CALCUTTA.

Phanindramohban Mukhopadhyay Chakravarty

Use_ BENGAL DRUG & CHEMICAL'S

Perfumed TIL OIL.COCOANUTECASTOROIL .
136, BENARES ROAD. SALKIA,HOWRAH.

THE BOOK OF THE DAY

(BT

| By
AMALENDU- DASS GUPTA

Price Rs. 1/4/-

EAST BENGAL BANK Ltd.

( ESTABLISHED 1923 )
) Head Office :—COMILLA
Calcutta Office :—6, CLIVE STREET

PHONE CAL. 4989

- A ‘modern up-to-date dividend paying
concern, linking Chalcutta with
FEast Bengal and Assam.

Branches at:
| Barisal, Chittagong, Brahmanbaria, Dacca,
Kalirbazar (Narayanganj,) Chowkbazar (Dacca),
Mirkadim, Narayanganj,
Silchar, Sylhet.
RAI BHUDAR DAS BAHADUR,
Advoeate, Government Pleader, Comilla.
HManaging Director.

Karimganj,

MAKE YOUR PUBLICITY THROUGH US. INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS BUREAU (India) E. E, DEPT. Phone Cal. 687,

G, S. S. will sell your Products.
Tske advantage of this efficient organization,

Apply i—G. S§. Syndicate Lid.
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Sole Agents :—K. K. DEY & Co.
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A MINE

31, JACKSON LANE, CALCUTTA.
Telegram :—CHINAMATI, :

Telophone :—Office 1397 B. B, l
Works 1592 B. B. )
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Residence 4627 B. B. ;
} ~ Dealers in Indian Minerals and Mineral Products also Raw materials for Soap.
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