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Fovward, Bengal !

It is not generally known outside
Bengal that after the outhreak of

war in Europe, Emergency Ordis

nances were promulgated in that
province which virtually strangled
public life there. In the matter of
rigour  and ruthlessness, the
“Ordinance Raj” introduced in
other provinces administered by
Congress Ministries could not stand
a moment’s comparison with what
obtained in Bengal.
Provincial Congress Committee
waited for nearly five months to
see if the Bengal Government
would alter their ways and the

latter were actually advised by in-
" spectacular.

fluential quarters to do so, but to
no avail. During these five months,
the Congress Working Committee
had to be approached three times
for permission to start Civil Dis-
obedience as a protest against the
Ordinances. o

By the middle of January, the
Bengal Provincial Congress Com-
mittee reached the limit of patience

and it decided to start a campaign

of Civil Disobedience before the
month was out.
ous feature in the “Ordinance Raj”
was the banning of public meetings,

demonstrations ete. throughout the

province of Bengal, whereby public
activities were virtually brought to
a stand-still. ~ The first public

meeting in defiance of the Ordinance
! meeting and rally arranged by the

was cunvened by the writer on the

81st January at the Shradhananda -
Politically- ..
authorities.

Park in Calcatta.
minded Bengal was bursting with
excitement on that day in the
expectation that wholesale arrests

would be made and that the Gov-.

The Bengal .

 authorities

The most obnoxi-"

“ernment would endeavour to put

down the movement by force.
Nothing of the sort happened.

. For inscrutable reasons, the Gov-
ernmentsarrendered and everything

went off peacefully, [rom that day
onward, the Ordinance wasdefied by
the Provineial Congress Committee
and its supporters all over Bengal.

.In consequence thereof, the ‘status

guo’ prior te September was auto-

‘matically restored and such Civil
‘Liberty as existed in this enslaved
“land ‘'before the outbreak of war

was recovered by the people. The
magnitude of the B. P. C. (’s suc.

.cess was unexpected and uunprece-

dented.  Arrests made by the
‘Government for violation of the
above Odinance were, however,
comparatively few in number. But

- perhaps for that very reason, the
- success achieved by the B. P. C.

C. though substantial, was not

This is how the B. P. C. C. has
behaved since January last. But
what about the Gandhiites and the
neo-Gandhiites, viz., our National
Fronters ? It is reported that the
banned a Gandhiite

Conference in Arambagh Subdivi-

" sion in Hooghly District and the
local Gandhiites did not think of

violating that order. In Nadia
District, the neo-Gandhiites wanted
to hold a meeting, But when the

-authorities did not permit it, they
" demonstrated that discretion was

the better part of valour and aban-
doned their project. On May Day,
the Provioeial Trade Union Con-

~gress held a rally in Calcutta with

Governmental permission, but the

B. P. C. C. on that very day, was
done without any reference to the

In May, Bengal stood in need
of a fresh spurt. The struggle for

- the restoration of Civil Liberty had

‘drew  a

‘Cotiference, Workers’

- given there.

proved successful. The attemps
of reactionary elements like the
Ad Hoe Committee ( the creature
of the Cungress Working Commi-
ttee ), the Hindu Mahasabha and
the treacherous newspapers like
the Amrita Buzar Patrila and the
Yuganior to down the B. P. C. C.

" bad failed miserably., People were

looking forward eagerly for a
further lead.

To furnish that lead, a Special
Session of the Bengal Provincial
Conference was held at Dacca on
the 25th and 26th May. It was
indeed a brilliant idea to have
convened that Conference. The
number of delegates who attended
was considerable, viz., nearly 600
and they all came with great
alacrity. Dacca gave a wild and

‘tumultous reception to the Presi-

dent-Elect and the writer on the
25th May. The main Conference
vast crowd of visitors
and side-shows like the Students’
Conference,
Kishan Conference and Women’s

"Conference were also successful.

Everybudy returned from Dacea
with hope, confidence and buoyant
expectation.

What was it that inspired those-
whoattended the Dacca Conference ?
It was the bold and clear lead
The call of Dacca
was a call for the intensification
of the struggle and the widening
of the fighting-{ront. But it was

"not an appeal addressed, to subject

race. The Indian scene having
changed beyond recognition during
the last few months, the clarion-call
was sent out to a people who had
regained their self-respect and self-
confidence and had begun to think,
feel and act in terms of an indepen-
dent nation.

The Conference, therefore, urged
the people to cast off and demolish

.all emblems of political servitude
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which militated against the newly
awakened consciousness of TFree
India. The Holwell Monument in
Calcutta which  advertises the
slavery of the Bengalis in the very
heart of the city must now go. So
also must disappear another symbol
of our subjection, viz, political
prisoners in jail and in restraint.
And all this as & preluds to wiping
out from the face of Free and Fair
India all the stain of the past two
centuries !

The Dacca Conference struck
another much-needed note of war.
ning to the Indian people. With
kings and kingdoms toppling down
overnight, power appeared to be
within sight and within reach. To
seize that power and to retain it for
all time, national unity and national
solidarity ' seemed essential and
indispensable, An appeal was,
therefore, made for the restoration
of unity within the Congress and
for a lasting solution of the Hindn-
Muslim problem. In a word, the
direction of the Provincial Confer-
ence was “Struggle and Unite”—

* struggle against alien Imperialism
and unite among yourselves—if yon
want to win freedom and preserve
it.

All this great and noble endea-
vour has to be made under the
rallying-cry of “All power to the
Indian people”. " “All or none” isg
to be our prineciple and there is no
room for compromise or lLalf-way
lLals.

Loltns lomttfs

Sr—

GANDHIJI'S GAME

That was not very long ago.
At the outset of the present war
Mabatma Gandhi once shivered to
his very core at the dark prospect
of the beautiful Westmiuster Abbey

~what strident voice,

being rased to the ground by the
Nazi bombs. He then solemnly
declared that he would not embarass
Britain in that hour of her sore
trial.  Since then much water has
flown down the Thames and here
down the ‘Ganges too, The war
began to take a slow and mean-
dering course. It did not unleash
its full furies’ and the Mahatma’s
Satyagrahi conscience was greatly
relieved of tension, As a result
Wardha began to speak in a some-
It started . by
demanding of Britain an elucidation
of ber war-aims, Journeys to Delhi
followed. DBritain’s war-aims were
explained by the Viceroy, but
apparently not to the satisfaction
of the Mabhatma. He sulked but
did not lose heart and kept waiting
for one more call from Delhi, but
in vain, His gloom deepened and
out of sbeer desperation he urdered
that the country should get ready
for Satyagraha; when, that was
to be decided by the Mahatma
himself.” Brisk preparations were
set on foot; Satyagraha camps

-cropped up in plenty ; Charkha—

the chief weapon in the armoury
of the Mahatma—was dragged out
of obscurity and began to be
emblazoned in all its attributed
glory ; leaders appeared in shorts
and shirts and the help of camera
was requisitioned to ‘flash it in
newspapers, evidently 'with the
object of reviving the country’s
drooping spirits, Penple found a
gleam of hope in the encircling
darkness and were assured.

The whesl has now come round.
The war i3 now revealing its most
ruthless phases and the Mahatma
bas again been seized by a gush
of humanitarianism with the resnlt
that he has come ont with the
declaration that “England will be
embarassed in the prosecution of
the war if there is anarchy in

pline.”
‘to desist from her fght for national
freedom because DBritain is faced

"derstood.

peaceful

that war.

India ; that the Congress will never
do so long as it is woder my disci-
Good Heavens! is India

with a peril 2 Let us not be misun-
We sincerely believe—
and we have expressed it more than

-once quite unreservedly—that Nazi

aggressiveness i3 a source of poten-

‘tial danger to the whole world.

But we, like the overwhelming
masses of our countrymen, are

just human and our human-ness

does not shrink from attempts ab
wresting freedom from a nation
which, even in the face of a grave
danger, will not relax its iron-grip
on a far-flung empive. We claim

'to have some familarity with bis-
‘tory and do not know of a single

country in bondage which fell back
from its onward march to liberty in
consideration that the ruling power
might thereby he “embarassed.”

‘But we forget, the leaders of those

countries were ordinary men and
not Mahatmas and the diffence is
not certainly negligible.

Now it is erystal-clear that the
war resolutions adopted by the
Congress were meant to be no more

“than mere hoax by Gandhiji and

his faithful crew, the vociferous
sponsor there of, we mean
Pandit Jawaharlal Nebhru, mnot
excepting ; for they must have
foreknown that the warin Enrope
in which  imperialist  Britain
would be involved, would not be
fought by words, sweet, sobbing
or angry, or by Charkba and
defiance of laws by
Satyagrahis.  They carried the
resolutions knowing full well that

“wide-spread carnage and devasta-

tion would follow in the trail of
Then why this ignomi.
nious retreat now 9 Had it been
due only to considerations of hn-
manitarianism, our regret would
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have been mellowed with a seuse
of pity. But Gandhiji is not merely
a Mahatma, but a shrewd politician
as well. Beneath the ‘idyllic al-
truism of lis present decision there
is a diplomatic method which can
not fail the dizcerning eye and the
evidence thereof hangs in the
middle of the sentence we have
quoted above. “If there is anarchy
in India”—ah ! there’s the rub.
In that case it is not only England
that will be “embarassed” but the
Rightist leadership too! Gandhiji
knows it too well for it is not 1921
or ’80 wow. 'Tremendous forces
bave now burst on the Indian
scene—Ifurces which were couspic
uous by their absence ten or tweuty
years ago, aud the Mabatma is
shrewd enough = to realise that if a
movement is started today, the
mizhty mass-upheaval that it will
release, will burst all his ethicul
bouds and ultimately endanger the
present veformist leadership of the
Congress. I'hat the Mabatina is not
goiug to allow with his eyes opeun.
e, therefore, wauts, as far as
pussible, a peaceful transference of
power from the British bourgevisie
to the Indian bourgeoisie that now
constitutes the leadership of the
official Congress. This is evideutly
Gandhbij’s plan and however much
be may try to hide it behind the
smoke-<oreen of diplomatic verbi-

- age, the Indian masses, we believe,

Lave- seen through bhis game and
become alert, They ave perceptibly
becoming impatient of the Mahatmic
braud of “discipline” dowinatiug
the Cungress.

—————

CURRENT COMMENTS

Belgium Surrenders
German  Blitzkrieg  will now
mature into Deutselland, a com-

posite Netherlands State, including

Belgium, Luxemburg, Holland and

‘now frets the

other groups, an ideal for which
the Verbond Van Deutsche Nationals
solidaristen, was set up by the Nazis
in the Low Conntries, after the dis-
graceful (?) defection of King Leo-
pold.  Despite the militant protest
of Belgian Ministers and all their
sentimental outpourings from &
safe castle in Paris, beyond the
danger zone of Belginm, it is
hardly believable that King Leo-
pold, on whom the Anglo-French
Press showered torrents of flum-
mery the other day for defending
the country gallantly, has wel-
comed today willingly the humilia«
tion of surrender. to the Nazis and
left his throne vacant for an inhu-
médn German Gauletier. Whatever
may be the actnal fact bebind the
“News Blockade”, there is scarcely
any doubt that the Low Countries
bave been laid low by the simul-
taneous charge of German tanks,
firing of machineeguns and the
indiscriminate bombing of speedy
fichters and ' bombers. German
Army will now advance towards
the Channel Coast, and from an
enemy, baptised in Blitzkrieg and
with convenient bases at Boulogne,
Calais, Dunkirk, Ostend and Zee-
burgge, the British Isles will re-
ceive a tervible convulsion, perbaps
for the first time in her lung sulenn
histury of security and peace,
Britain, therefore, now faces a
peril, unparalleled in her long
majestic life of imperial sunshine,
Whether the sun las set or not yeb
sot, surely the hour of final trial has
come. Onone side of the Coast
frivolous child of
Macdonald and Chamberlain with
all viciocus weapons of carnage at
his disposal, aud on the other side
a motley crowd of Labour, Liberal
and Conservative are being huddled
together for the sake of national
unity nnder the supreme direction
of-abrilliant and unlucky statesman,

My, Winston Churchill, 1t is really
painfyl to conjure up cruel visions
of German fighters' and bombers
careering across the sky -over the
Buckingham Palace, Westminister
Abbey, Downing Street and Lon-
don, but it is 'much more hearte
rending 5 reconcile the facts, that
while Britain has staked her all to
defend a noble cause and to kill the
cancer of civilisation she is persis-
tently putting forward pernicious
pleas to India in defence of her
out-worn imperialist policy. DBi-
tain must purge herself of all these
sickening shams, before she can
persnade the world to give cre-
dence to her cause and policy in

~ this deadly War.

Anglo-Soviet Trade Talk

Months have passed since the
Anglo-Soviet Trade talk started
and in the intervening period-
momentous changes have taken
place all over Europe. The theatre
of war is widening; under Mr.
Churchill Britain is being schooled
to the realities of the war. The
Cabinet has began reconstructing
the national economy and its latest
achievement is nutional socialism,
In the past ideological differences
blinded the British Cabinet to the
growing need of the hour and Mr.
Chamberlain did bluunder in putting
off the Soviet trade talk. In the
early days of the Finnish war the
Soviet Union was herded with the
totalitarian regime by the hostile
press and any cc-operation with it
was regarded an act of sacrilege and
a direct aid to Hitler. Now the

virtuons wrath Las cooled down.

The DBritish Cabinet has roused
itself from the political apathy iuto
whicli it has been lulled and without
illusion is facing the crisis. Sir
Stafford Cripps is seut to Moscow
to finish the talk. For long Great
Britain endeavoured to reduce the

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 765

.




6

FORWARD BLOC

Soviet Union to vonentity and it
bas rebounded upon Great Britain
with the disastrous result of its
supremacy being injured.
Churchill though a hard boiled
conservative has practical insight

into the things of the world and the

Soviet trade negotiation might prove
a prelude to other changes to
come about. For behind the trade
agreement lay the hope of repairing
friendship with the state that wag
baffled and angered by Britain,
The latest report about the mission
of Sir Stafford however is not
heartening and the possibility of
its being translated into action is
ruled out.
by day humanity is. being remor.
selessly and fatuously eonducted
to the blind alley. The world

is sick of holocaust and craves for -

peace. Let Britain once more
extend sincere cooperation to the
Soviet Union in! building up the
bulwark against war and aggression.

The Call of England

A dismal atmosphere pervades:
Aside the,

in Hugland today.
English - Channel  simple
are hurriedly evacuating
villages, and far beyond the
bombing-range of the ghonlish

folks

enemy, the flabbergasted children
making a new comradeship
The helms~
man of the new Government has.

are
with their compeers,

urged the people of England to
face the gravest catastrophe with
perfect complacence, and all the
heroic deeds and tales of by-gone
days have been vrecalled and

rechanted to rouse thecitizens from .

slumbér. The. Ministers of the
Labour Party, supposed to be the
representatives of the working
people of England, have lent their
whole-hearted support to this policy
of Churchill’s Government, and are

driving myriads of workers to the -

factories to speed up the production
of war materials and at the same
-time are persuading them to put
aside their le ritimate demand for
higher wages to meet with higher
costs ofliving. The obvious result is
swelling discontentment among the
common people, specially the
workers, who live beyond the
emotional penwnbra of.patriotism,
and
consciousness. A

few  Labour

Mr.-

Step by step and day .

i ineffective
- madnpess.

their-

are accustomed to reality-

M.P’s called a private Conference

at Bournemouth to express their
emphatic  disapproval  of’
iniquituous policy of the Labour
Ministers.
appeal to the Government to
negotiate peace, not as peace-at-any-

price meu and ‘calamity-howlers’,”’

but as the accredited spokesmen of
British working class. The Labour

Ministers did not pay the slightest
heed to it, because national crisis.
The
workers must forego all their claims |
ungrudgingly, that is the national -
- the two picked up by the Conference.

did not allow them to do so.

demand.

This ig, therefore, not the time .

for the workers to reason why and
to indulge in petty squabbles of
day-to-day grievances, but to obey

meckly the command of the rulers -

of their national destiny. They

must accept the hard fnct that .
economic militarisation is the only .

defensive against the Blitzkrieg of
a crazy tyrant. Reason is an
weapon ~ to  combat
Will the

their national history a glorions

chapter of their life when thestreets

of England echoed with their choral

Chartist song :

“Thenrise, my boys and tight the foe,
"Your arms are truth and reason,

We'll let the Whigs and Tories know,

That Union is not treason.”

Lead from Dacca

The special session of the Bengal

Provincial Conference that vecently -

met at Dacca was on all counts
an event of exceptional importance.
It was held under unique circums-
tances and gave a remarkably wise
and bold lead to the country. It
was forbunate
president no less a man than Prof.
Jyotish  Chandra Ghosh,

the country is
inspiration to many. He rose to
the full height of the occasion ,and

the address delivered is a weighty -

political  document worthy  of

careful perusal and consideration -]

of all who have the best interests of
the country at heart, The sheat
of resolutions passed in the Confer-

ence (printed in this issue) bear the |

stamp  of  cloar
foresight and

unmistakable
thinking, political

this -

They have made an’

workers of
England submit to it, or they will:’
search out from the dim corners of .

courageous decision. We particu-
larly call the attention of our
countrymen to the resolution on
National  Struggle. A  fight is
already on in our midst and the
alert and the alive cannot certainly
have missed its stir. Courting
arrest in deftance of lawless laws
may be a quiet affair, but it has
its moral dynamics nenetheless.
Now it is up to all to widen the
base of the existing strugele and
add tremendously to its momentum.
No better choice of the issues for
fight could have been made than

The Holwell Monument bhas been a
concrete reminder of our national
bondage and as such a glaring
emblem of national humiliation. A
ficht on the score of its demolition
ar removal will, it is expected, be
able to rally all the bold elements in
the provinee, irrespective ofcommu-
nities. Another issne for struggle

“selected by the Conference will also
~be of wide appeal to all sections of
. people.

The problem of politicals’
release has loomed large befove us
but we have not as yet becu able

“to get back our dear comrades in
Cour niidst.

But they have to bu
released and a concerted drive has
to be made to that end immediately,
So far about Bengal for the present,
but the struggle must not remain
confined to a particular province,
It has to assame an all-compre-
hensive national shape for swhich it
must startin all parts of the country

" on issues of local importance which
- will develop and finally converge
" into one mighty whole.
- opportunity has to-lay presented

A golden

to us for winning back our national
freedom and it must on no account

“be allowed to slip by,

in having as its’

whose |
record of service to the cause of
an example and -
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BY GOPAL HALDAR

THE FLOUD REPORT,—

The Report of the Land Revenue
Comumission of Bengal, popularly known
as the [Mlond Commission, descrves careful
consideration.  The Permunent Seitlement
of 1793, 1i.¢, the Zamindari system of Beogal
and all that it imphes, sub-infeadation,

ete.—was in the dock, and, the Counnission

has been foreed to pass its verdiet oun the
system. -/t is fo go. Not that the
recommendation is unanimous. . Eversone
who knows the composition of the Com-

‘mission on which powertal and eapable -

Zamindars sat to protect their tune-hallo-
wed  interests, anyone who remembers
how they are represented in the very
heart of the preseut Huag Government
that was compelled to  appoint
Commission, and, all who understand
why the erstwhile Praju Prime Minister

took the step—to redeem not so much his -
last election wledges to the rayats, but to

insure his next e/ection prospects among
them—would not expeet that a Commission
like this would be unanimouns in recoms
mending an abolition of the Zamindari
system. It would be useless to examine

these ‘minority reports in this paper, and, -

as the main  findings and proposals of the
majority of the Commission are taivly
knowu, we shou'd lunit ourselves only to

a bricf review of the main propo=als here, :
only the fundamentals which the Com- -

mission could not boldly fuce or grasp.

A stamp of diidence marks the INond.

Report, as anyone who coads it ean soa
The Settlement of 1793 wmust go ; and, the
rayats arve to hold land dircet from the
state ;—this is their first and foremost
conclusion,  Dut  at the ‘same momeot
they ure doubtful of the future of this
proposal, and, devise a second best
instead—an income tax on land profits is
to be imposed, not merely for the inter
mediate period of - transition to the new
system, but in case the reenmmendation
for the abolition of the Zamindari system
cannot bo given effeet to. This s neither
bold nor sincere. The system, they find,
must go. Go it must then, Why leave
to it a chance aguin to prolong its banetn!
days ? Uhe Commission beway a divided
mind here and a weak will,  This weak-
ness leads them in fact to make more and
more concessions and preveits  them
from facing the situation. Thus they fuil
in fundamen tals. ’

" Compensation or Developmeni -

Scheme ?

A Secction of the Government of India
Act against expropriation of iuterests, for
example, is rehied ou by the Commis<ion to
recommend a compensation to all superior
land interests at the Hat rate of 10 pe,
the nett profit and an elaborate scheme is
drawn up {or u sinking fund of about 100
crores of rupecs spread over sixty years,
The Government: of India Act or its
Seetions, the Commission forget, are not
sacrosanct agaiost tine and secial changs,
At a wmoment when all privawe property
and persons are declared to” belong to

‘

this,

" sion appears to do.

the State even in the sacred land of
individual rights and private proprieties,
we would not waste our breath to argue
the point. The principle of compensation
itselt cannot come in in this particular
point. O, if it comes in at all, it would
apply in a reverse way in making these

-superior interests“disgorge”, as the Bengal

Provinciol Kisan Sabhu resolution points
out, the vast profits they have made in as
mnch the land in India was never owned

by them ; at least the new landlords cx:uutvd :
* by the Regulation of 1793 had no title to

it ; they have made since then cach year
many timoes more than the one-eleventh of
the nett collection that was to be their com-
mission, as was supposed in 1793, And, in
failing to give the same privileges to their

“rayats that were given to them :{nd in
failing to improve the land ete., as stipula- -

t-d, these Zamindars have brokeu the
contract and forleitcd any title to the land

“thut the Regulation might have conferred
* on them. These are basic considerations

not lightly to be cast asideras the Commis-
That alone would be
sation. And this recommended
would benefit none. It

real tomper
compensation

~would be eaten up by the Zumindars and

the vast swarms of middle interests, They
can justly demand for the easier transition
of the socicty some consideration.  And
the ends of that can be met only by a
Nutional  Development Plan raised by
foan that would employ the expropriated
middle classes.

The Commission then in devising the
seheme for compensation does a graver
injustice to the cultivators.
run who will pay the 100 crores to com-
pensate the Zamindars 7 The same rayats
no donbt who are impoverished. It is

their irony of fate to have paid for what |

was theirs bnt never belonged to them
legally since 1793, Thesame irony pursues

therm now when' they are asked to pay

again for what would belong not to the
ravats bit to the State.  And this implies

that they must wol have any relief from,

the present rent they pay. The Com-
mission clearly says that the present rate
of rent, until further inquiry. should be
takon as  eqgnitable.  So, what interest
wonld the rayat of Bergul cvinee for a
proposal that gives them mno relief from
their present
land from the ownership of the landlords
to that of the Stute ? The sad example of
the Khas Mahal administration and the
failire of rayatwori system’ in otheg
provinces in India, which is thus to be
installed in Bengal in place of the Zamin-
duri svstem, wonld rather drive the
Bengali ravats to vote in 1942 for reten-
tion of the Zamindari system than for its
abolition, :
Rent or Land Tax ?

Unconsciously, therefore, the Com-
mission has probably decreed for further-
ance of the Zamindari system by not
tackling the problem of the rent in the

FAILS IN FUNDAM

- be leviable

In the long -

rent but only transfers the-

E

true scientific way.  Rayatwari system
with rent is no solution. Here they again
fail in the fundamentals For according to
their  Commissions’ own showing, the
conditinuy of the agriculturists in other
provinces are pitiable.  They pay a
higher level of reut; they are ,worse off
than onr peaxants, they crowd into our
industrial areas and leave our shores as
emigrant labonr.  The recomnmendation
therefore would merely angmentthe income
of the State—hardly responsible to the
people as  yet—but not improve the
condition of the rayats,

Itis here that we reach the crnx of
the problem, and here the proposals of the
Bengal Provincial ~ Kisan Sabha boldly
‘throw the light for all students of peasant
economy. “Rent must go. In place of
rent we must have the agricultural tax.
Like the income tax the agricultural tax
must be graded, and, like the income
tax, the agricultural tax should only
above a minimum neit
income.”

Debts and Moratorium

Failing in' these two fundamental
points, the Commission’s other recommen~
dutions are shorn of their docided appeal.
They are just in reeommending that the

Jbar juhars should acqujre the right to the

land ey culivate and the under-rayats
shonld avqnire the status of direct rayats;
their - prescriptions  agninst  sub-letting
and fragmentation and sub-infeud.tions of
lauds are Lkely to be helpful and the
proposals for the beneficial palliatives like
inprovement of agriculeare, starting of
rural industries ete., are quite fair. DBat
again, when bolduess is called for in order
to face the question of agricultural in-
debtedness, they avoid the issue and fail
in the third fundamental too. Not the
co~oncerative credit societies alone, or the
land-mortgage banks, but a moratorium
of all debts for a period is now an
inperative necessity, as we know.

So, the Bengal Provineial Kisan Sabha
in its examwation of the Report have
also found Bengal cultivators need

1. Abolition of Zumindari system and
all rent-recieving interests and encourage-
ment  of collectivised and cooperative
cultivation. .

3. Abolition of all rents by 4 graded
land-tax to be collected by democratically
elected peasant committecs, who are also
to disburse the loans ete.

3. Scicatilic price-fixation of crops

ete. | )
4. Moratorinm  of all debts and
establishment of co-operative credit banks,
land-mortgage banks, ete.

5. A Nationul Development Plan,
instead of auy compeunsation scheme, for

the employment of the expropriated
interests  in irrigation,  construction,

agricultural markeiing, sanitation, educa-
tion ete.
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By N. C. MEHTA

MRE. CHURCHILL AND INDIA

Reconstruction of the British Cabinet
is an outstanding event and it is likely to
determine the future course of the war.
Mr. Churehill though aging posseses indo-
mitable courage and thorongh knowledge

of international affairs and is the right.

man to lead the British Chbinet in these
. perilous days. A born conservative, Mr.
Churchill has always fought the canse of
the Empire and his speeches are decked
with imperialist joke. He prizes the
security. of the Empire above all and in
the past he conducted a tearing campaign
against the Jagging programme’ pursued
by the Cabinet, For he believed—nothing
could saye England if she will not save
herself. If we lose faith in ourselves, in
our capacity to guide and govern ; if we
lose our will to live, then indeed our story
is told. His Arms And The Covenant,
Step By Step unfold the instances of
vacillation and lack of courage on the part
of Great Britain to rescue the weaker
and bludgeoned nationalities. Years back
Mr. Churchill had the earnest of the

darkening scene and the night of barbar-

ism descending upon Europe. And his
speech on the annexation of Austria on
November 16, 1934 was an appeal to the
British Cabinet to pool opinion and
efface the differences to work out a plan
of mutunal defence. But his attitude
towards colony is truly conservative, His
speeches on Indian questions are couched
in frigid restraint and give the expression
of iron determination to govern India.
Mr. Churchill clings to the belief of divine
mission in India :—

“At present the Government of India
is responsible to .the British Parliament,
which is the oldest, the least unwise and
the most democratic parliament in the
world. To transfer that responsibility to
this  highly artificial and restricted
oligarchy of Indian politicians would be
a retrograde act. It would be a shameful
act. It would be an act of cowardice,
desertion and dishonour, It would bring
grave material evils, both upon India and
Great Britain ; but it would bring upon
Great Britain a moral shame which
would challenge for ever the reputation
of the British Empire as a valiant and
benignant force in the history of man-
kind.

“The faithfal discharge of our duty in
India is not ouly a cause, but a symbol:
It is the tonchstone of our fortunes in the
present difficnlt time.” If we cannot do’
our duty in India, be sure we shall have’
shown onr ourselves unworthy to preserve

the vast Empive which still centres npon

this small island. The same spirit of
unimaginative incompetence and wealk

compromise and supine drift will paralyse

trade and business and prevent either -

financial  reorganisation  or economic
resurgence.  What we require to do now
is to stand erect and look the world in:

the face, and do our duty withont fear -

or favonr, A decisive opportanity may
soon be at hand.  Victory may once again
reward the Conservative party. Let it be
a victory with a real meaning behind it.

Let it be a victory which proclaims to all -

the world that the heart of the Empire is
trae  and that itz hand is just and
strong,”

Tn 19°9 when the Simon Commission
had completed its enquiry Lord Trwin met
Indian leaders of varions schoolsand made
an  announcement that was treated

as an indirect guarantee of Dominion -

Status. The announcement gnlled Mr,
Churchill and in an article in the Daily
Mail he summed up his opposition to

. granting Dominion Status to India :—

“It is therefore the duty of public men
and of political parties to mmke it plain
without delay that the extension of Domi-
nion status to India is not practicable at
the present time and that any attempt to
secure it will encounter the earnest resi-
stance of the British nation, There is no
need, indeed we have no right, to close
the long avenues of the future; but the
idea that Home Rule for India or Domi-
nion Status or full responsible government
for India can emerge from anything that
is now being done or inquired into is not
only fantastic in itself but criminally mis
chiveous in its effects. A warm sympathy

for the peoples of India. spreads through-
out the United Kingdom. We hail with
gladuess every sign of their progress to
civilisasation, competence, and self-discip-
line. But an immense journey lies in
front of us all before they could under-
take. with out hideous disaster to hundreds
of helpless millions, the supreme and
plenary coutrol of Indian affairs, We need
not attempt to measure this journey in

years or generations. The speed with
which it is accomplished depends upon the
selfdiscipline and  self-regeneration of the
Indian peoples themselves. Our faithful
and friendly aid will not at any stage be
denied them. But Dominion Status oan
certainly not be attained by a community
which brands and treats sixty millions of
its members, fellow human beings, toiling
at their side, as ‘Untouchables; whoso
approach is an affront and whose very
presence is pollution, Dominion Statns
can certainly not be attained while India
is a prey to fierce racial and religious
dissensions and when the withdrawal of
British protection wonld mean the imme-
diate resumption of medieval wars, It
cannot be attained while the political
classes in India represent only an insigni-
ficant fraction of the three hundred and
fifty millions for whose welfare we are
responsible,”

And then Mr, Chnrchill pictured the
anarchy that will follow when DBritain
has left the shores of India. While the
R. T. C. was holding its session in London
some liberal politicians were roped in
and promise of Dominion Status was held
out to them. The conservative imind was -
trightened and it thought that the great
orgunism would pass at a stroke out of
life into history. Underneath the demo-
eratic platitudes Mr. Churchill wanted
to carry on the Governmont rigorously
or revolution would stalk over the land :—
“The withdrawal or suspension of Britain’s
.control means ecither a Hindu despotism
sapported by an army of European mer-
cenaries or a renewal of those ferocious
internal wars which tortured the Indian
masses for thousands of years before the
British, flag was hoisted in Culeutta. Loft
to herself, [ndia would rapidly degenerate
to the condition of China at the cost of
measureless suffering among three hundred
and fifty million people. I do not believe
there is any responsible and independent
man among the thousands in this country
who are well acquainted with India, who

will dispute these facts.”

Critieally speaking Mr. Churchill has
been lcading an organised opposition
against the movement of national libera-
tion in India. He knows what India is to
Britain. Stript of the dominion, deprived
of international trade, overburdened with
debts Britain would sink to the level of
a third rate power and nothing of
its glory would remain. Mr. Churchill
defined  the daty of the conservative
in India on March 18, 1931. He was.
against any surrender to Gandhiji since
he stood for the expulsion of Britain
from India. He asked the Macdonald.
Government to move back while there
was time and strongth. He offered a
parallel theory about India. Ri-cent years.
that have witnessed some sort of departure
from the fundamentals of conservatism
have failed to effect any change in the-
outlook of Mr. Churchill. _

i
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Task Ahead

The following are some of the impor-
tant extracts from the presidential address
of Prof. Jyotish Chandra Ghosh at the
special session of the Bengal Provincial
Conference at Dacca.

“The country isin a perplexed situa-
tion to-day. Half of the country has
drifted to a course suing compromise and
settlement. They have no faith in the
strength of the masses and they plead that
the country is not prepared to launch a
struggle. Here is a tendency to lead the
country in a different path and in the
pame of constructive work, we are told
that Swaraj is to be spun out and charka
is the only means for the attainment
of our goal, . | !
MASSES PREPARED

“The gentlemen who have assembled
here would realise that the masses of India
are quite conscious ard awakened to-day.
They are eager to jump into the struugle
for independence of the country if only
the leader were better prepared to give the
command. The greatest need of the time
is an expert and seasoned general. The
question was never so imperative as it is
now since the European war has made
every moment precious.. Never before

in the history of our Nation such oppor- - -

tunity came and it is doubtul whether it
would ever come in the future. In this
great crisis, thanks to Swami Sahajarand
and Sj. Subhas Bose, who have lefi no
stone unturned to end this “masterly
inactivity’’ by their combined efforts.
Swami Sahajanand is clapped into prison
because he wunted to spur the forward
march of the awakened masses and our
co-workers and those who followed him
in the task are meeting with the same fate
in numbers.”

TASK AHEAD

“Our foremost duty to-day’” said
Prof. Ghose “is to discuss
struggle which is slowly but sieadily
going on in the couniry can be intensified
to make if irresistible. Qurtaskto-day
is o set up such a machinery or organi=
sation that would immediately see that

our decisions in this respect are fransla- -

ted into action,
OUR GOAL

“It is stated that the national goal of
India is to achieve fuli independence.
Eleven years ago, the Lahore Congress
decided full Independence to be the goal

-of the our national movement. Prior to

that, Swaraj, Dominion Status and other
vague terms weve used io refer to our

goal. But after the Lahore session, the -
National Congress has year in and year -

out excited the imagination of the people
by declaring Full Independence as fhe
goal of the Nation,

But it Is a pity that when by natural and
inevitable law of progress the peopls

-are about to realise their life’s droam
the leaders appear to be halting. They -

seem to be doubtu! of the strength of
tha masses and without realising itheie

how the -

of Us—Intensification

own weakness, are taking to devices to

_maintain their supremacy and hold on the
Congress as an instituiion, even at the
sacrifice of its highest ideal. The dan-
.gerous gamble has gone far enough »nd
_as a consequence the Congress is divi=
ded and the issues are clouded.

. “Itis on you to defeat the move for
such drift’ and to maintain consistency
between the ideal and the action and to
.devise means to uphold the national ideal
and its fundamental programme.”

Implications of Independence

Analysing the natare of Independence
aimed at, Prof. Ghose declared, “Political
Independence means freedom from for-

eign bondage which might have only one-

‘ohject i.e. severing all connections with
. British Imperialism and the only means
‘to attain that object is to 1ollow without
- gnestion the will of the awakened soul
of the Nation, The will of this liberated
_ soul of the Nation can manifest itself
‘only by the composite unity within the
-Congress platform of the representa-
tives of the nation elected by the vigi-
lant and conscious' masses free from
any undue influence.

Due to internal commotion, the All-
India Congress has shut out that course
and it is heartening to me that Bengal
has volinteered sutferings and sacrifices
te uphold that ideal. T hope the special
session of the Rengal Provineial Confep-
- ence will rightly inspire the nation in

order to guide her in the path of glorious
success,” ’
" Dwelling on the wide implications of
Independence, thes speaker continued,
“Indepeandence also means economic
salvation. The colonial policy has caused
much loss. The economic condition of
- the country is anyihing but satisfactory.
Famine, premature death and unemploy-
ment have become the order of the
day and the permanent land settle-
ment as promulgated by the English,
created a new aristocracy in our society,
who nourished themselves on a share
derived from the labourers of peasents.”

Referring to the Bengal Government’s
_attempts to reform land laws to ulleviate
the hardships of peasants as inadequate,

he exhorted his audience of resolve to-

haul up these systems of exploitation and
ecinomic slovery along with the political
- yoke.

Further Prof: Ghose stressed that
our independence should also mean free-
dom from social inequalities and disabi-

- lities. He instanced many of the social
customs that bhad outlived their utility
and how the caste rigours, lack of female
edneation, inequality of rights between
men and women, the devil of dowry sys-
‘I;Dr;l are all the black spots.in our body
politic.

" After dealing in details with®'the
various problems that face us, Prof.
Ghosh protested against the Govern.
meal’s action te drag India into war
‘withoui consolting puklic epinion here.

of S’rrugglé

He said, “The Governor-General has
promulgated Defence of India Rules
which have circumscribed the civil liberty
of the people with rigours, searchas,
arrests and detention. esponsible
public men and workers are interned
‘or externed or clapped into prison. The
editors and printers of newspapers are
prosecuted and secyrity deposits  are
forfeited for no understandable reason.”

Referring to the internecine strife
within the Congress, Prof. Ghosh said,
“Si. Subhas Bose as reprasentative of
advance-politics in all provinces as well
as the workers who have been the life
and soul of the freedom movement,
has for months together explained the
activities of different parties before the
general public of the country and the
verdict received has proved that the
responsibility for the internal conflict is
not ours. The main responsibility for the
present distressed situation is of the
High Command and thelr hangers-on.”

HERNIA

Wonderful remedy by outward appli-
ceation.  Thousands  benefited without
operation, Apply for testimonials and
direetions :—H. C, ROY, specialist in
Hernis, Divine Treatment Hall
18 Upper Cirealar Road, Calentta

The best historical drame of the age.
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FORWARD BLOC NEWS

Mr. V. D. TRIPATH! AWARDED
3 YEARS R. 1.

Unao. May 25, -

Mr. Vichambar Dyal Tripathi. M. 1. A,
Goneral Sceeretary of the All-Tndia For-
ward Bloe, who stnod charged with two
ofences, namely, sedition and prometing
enmity hotween einsses  of His Majesty’s
guhjscts in connection with three speeches
delivered by him, was convicted and
senteneed to three yvears' rignrous impriv
gonment on each canut‘| the sentences to
run  concurrently,  The accused was
awarded “A” class,

Judgment was delivered in jail by the
District Magistrate, Unao.

PANDIT P. MALAVIYA

Allahabad Forward Bloc Secy. Arrested

Allahabad, May 29,

Mr. Padam Kant Malaviva, Sceretary!

of the laeal Forward Bloe and Chairman

of the Health Cammittee of the Muni-

cipal Board and Mr. Kidar Nath Mala-

viva have heen arrested by the loeal police

~ander the Defence of Tndia Rules.  Their
houses were also searched by the police.

MR. GIRDHARIAL THAKKAR
Bombay Forward Bloc Dictator
Sent To Jail

. . Bombay, May 29.

Mr, QGirdhdrial Thakkar, the first
Dictator of the Forward Bloe here,. who
wa« arrested on May 18 for defyving the
order of the Police Commis-ioner fuorbid-
ding meetings in the city in connection
with the “Sahajanund Day”. cilobrations,
was to-day seutenccd to eight days’ impri-
sonment,

Mer. Chunilal Sakal Lal Janin who also §

was arrested in the same conncction, was
awarded a similar sentence. .
MR, K. S. PONNU MENON
Madras Forward Bloc Volunieers’
Chief gaoled
Madraas, May 29,
The Chiof Presidency Magistrate to-day
gentenced K. 8. Ponna Monon, Captain
of the Yorward Bloc volonteors, to 9
months’ rigorons imprisonment and a fine
of Ra. 250/~ for failure to obey an order
served on him by the Government nnder
Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules
-asking him to leave Madras within 24
honrs and reside in his native place in
Malabar.

S}. M. GUPTA ON HUNGER-STRIKE

(From Qur Own Correspondent) .

Allahabad, May 28,

Sj. Manmathanath Gup a, ex-Kukori
prisoner, who has been on hunger-strike
since the 20tk instant in Naini jail lost 19
pounds in weight and was bedridden.

Two Forward Bloc prisoners, Mohd..
Alam and Hazarilal, aged 25 and 18
respectively, who were p aeed in C Class
woent on hunger-strike on the 22nd instant.
Mahd Alam, it is said. is not taking even
wator and his condition is reported to
be serious.

N

. RANGOON.

TOSH® SONS. cucvma

Offers all that are best in Insurance.
100 families saved from ruin and starvation in 1938.
Claims paid in 1938 exceed Rs. 1,00,000.
For particulars apply to '—UNIQUE ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD.

i MWTW Worry 11
] DESHABANDHU’S UNIQUE ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED

N T
RIS S SR AL R I R TIT SRR ARRS
=, Pl As Sl S S S e e e e

Estd. 1912.
IA, VANSITTART ROW, CALCUTTA,

B S

Nt e o S,
R SR e e SRR,

NATH

Head Office :—CALCUTTA.

Caleutta Circle

Calcutta Dacca
Shambazar Mymensingh
Harrison Road Chirtagong
Bhowanipore Noakhali
Ballygunge Chaumuhani
Howrah Baksirhat

BANK LTD.

g 7:% dividend for the year 1939.
Paid up Capital as on the 30th April, 1940, exceeds Rs 9,00,000/-.

[ et it e e s P et s o A Pt o A b i A el T et A Pt i A o Pl A Pt A it (2]

OFFICES. ,

Bengai Circle |

North India Circle :—Cawnp.ore, Lucknow, Delhi & New Delhi,
Mr. K. N. Palal, Managing Director.

Phone : Cal. 3253 (3 lines) ;_

Assam Circle Bihar Circle.

Gauhati Patna
Shillong Jamshedpur §
Dhubri Sakchi
Teipur Chaibasa
Nowgong

QRead

' EX-STATE'vPR_ISONER
BHUPENDRA KISORE RAKSHIT ROY*S

(2) 749 T

Full, of Thrill, Thought, Poetry and Pairotism
Price Rupee One & Annas Four EACH

(1) 719 T

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 770




+

FORWARD. BLOC

11

By Manmathanath Gupta

ON MY HUNGER=STRIKF

[ Mr. Manmathnath Gupta, an ex-
Kakorl case prisoner was re-arrested
on May 10 In view of the dismissal of his
appeal before the High Court against
his sentence under sec. 124A. He is
now undergoing two years’ R.l. He
has been on hunget-strike since May 20,
This article was written just on the eve
of the writer’s arrest. |

The struggle against imperialism does
not end with one’s entry into jail; in
fact it is then that it enters upon its
grimmest phase. Al sense of decency,
fairness, and huwmanity is quite unknown
in these jails. From the moment the
prisoner enters the jail-gates, he is sub-
jected to every form of humiliating and
brutal treatment. It was'in these imperin-
list jails that an erudite scholar like
Savarkar was put into fetters; Pt
Parmanand was whipped and Sardar
Prithvi Singh was long confined into a
cell. This gives but a rough picture of
what jail life is. These ave not things of
the past; they have been there even to this
day. In 1921, Chandra Shekhar Azad wus
whipped, fifty provincial leaders were
mercilessly beaten. The memory of the
stormy days of 1930 and 32 and of the
treatmernt in jails in those daysis still
fresh in our miuds.

It should, however, not be forgotten
that the political prisoners did not take
all this lying down. They, on the other
hand, fought against this barbarism as
best as they could, of course cach in bis
own way. In the Andaman Jails, there
was a gaoler named Mr. Bari who was
very rude and harsh towards political
prisoners. Oune day, Pt Parmanand and
Ashutosh Lahiri dashed him to the ground,
and mounted his breast. Often a prisouer
made a bold bid for liberty by attempting
to effect his escape. Sardar Gurmukh
Singh "and Pt Gainda Lal are the
examples. Many priosoners even refused
to work and to be confined into cells,
Some raised various slogans. Briefly
speaking, each did what be considered
best. Many resorted to hunger-strike, the
only effective wecapon in the hands of
political prisoners.

The political prisoners have put for-
ward the demand that they should be

treated as politicals and not condemned
as so many thieves, dacoits and murderers.
This the Government practically always
refused to accede to, evidently to erush
the spirit of these prisoners. Against
this attitude of the Government the
political prisoners have always waged
a bitter fight that still continues and
promises to hold on so long as politicals
will continue to exist. In one of my books
I have described in detail how the fight
against imperialism is carried on within
the jails. It would be out of place to
parrate it here. Suffice it to say that
though for their individual demands,
many political prisoners have fought so
fur, yet the Kakori prisoners wero the
first to take up in 1026 the causze of all
the political prisoners, demanding for all
of them better treatment and greater
facilities. The Government at first recou-
piScd their status as equivalent to that of
Furopean prisoners but when they were

sentenced to various  terms  of long

“imprisonment and lodged in diftevent jails,

they again began to be treated as ordinary
Griminals.  So they decluwred  hunger-
strike. The Congress intervened, Tt was
only when the late Pt, Gavesh Shankar-
Vld;axtm came up to their reseue, and
assured them of the whole-hensted -\"1;-
pore of the Congress, that the prisouers
broke their Sjt. Munjit Singh
tried to move in the U. P. Logislative

strike.

“Assanbly a resolution to the effect that

the Kakori prisoners should be given
special facilities, but  the Governor,
exercising his special powers, disallowed it.
i ‘Then followed a period of relative
calm, DBut soon Sardar Bhagat Singh and
the Lahore Conspiracy Case prisoners
took up the struggle where it was left by
the Kakori prisoners. Sjt. Jatindra Nath
had to lay down his life. Commissions
were set ap to investigate the whole
case ; hunger-strikes were broken. But
when even after a few wmonths no result
seemed to come out, hunger-strike
was re-started. - Besides the Lahore case
prisoners, three of the Kakori pri-
soners also joined it. While the struggle
was yet in progress, the Government by

a commingue dated February 19, 1931,
announced that “no class of prisoners lel

be eligible for zm) additional privilege on
grounds of race.” The prisoners were
classified into A B.C. classes. This
clagsification was not the thing which the
political prisoners had fought against
for it was based entirely on the financial
condition of the prisoner, his political
statas having been left out of account.
Now a Buropean rafflan conld get easily
a B class if his fnancial condition allowed
it. Surcly, Jatindva Nath had sucrified
his life not that he wanted that a political

- prisoner should be classified on the basis

of his Hnancial "position ; and then how
many =uch moneyed men were they who
in practice took pnrt in the national
struggle 2 Sjt. G, & Vidyarathi came to
their help and held out that this classifica-
tion of prisouers into A, B. and C classes
was bound to have a demoralising effect
onu the movemmit itself.

As 1 repented times without of
nuwber, individually {(not in
strugirle) one may be placed in ‘A’ or ‘B’
class; but when a mass struggle is on, it is
highly undesivable that o handful of men
should Ly placed in "\ or ‘B classes,
while practically 9957 of them <hould
rot in ‘U7 class.  This will prove beneticial
to the movement itself nor to
It is really shame-
has not

1
nave
& Inass

neither
those who carry it on.
ful to note thut the Congress
declared any definite policy in this mattor.
of the congressmen come from
poor Therefore, of these that
will be sent to jail, 9977 will be all herded
into ‘C” class.  This being so, no declared
policy of the Congress in this respect is
entirely wrong and it becomes crystal-
clear that a few Congressmen at the helm

Mujority

chusges.

of affuirs are keeping mum over such a

burning question, ouly for some personal
advantages. The need of the hour is that
from the top to the bottom, the whole
Congress must raise its voice and give out
a precise and clear-cut direction in this
matter.

Inspite of the Government declaration
of. no discrimination between a Whiteman -
and an Indian as regards their treatment in
jails, this discrimination still holds on
today. A white-skinned vagabond though
nominally in ‘C’ class is, in practice, given
all the treatment that is; accorded to ‘B’
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class prisoners, It is really the height
of injustice that an European who can
not even produce a secutity of Rs, 200 is
treated as a ‘B’ class prisoner, though
registered as a ‘C’ class ones whereas
Indian political prisoners are meroilessly
thrown into ‘C’ class, It is really an
insult to our national sense of self-respect
and prestige if we let it go unchallenged.

" Even the Congress Government while '

in office did not take any step to remove
this evil, though everything lay in their
power 'at that time, They should have
framed rules providing special facilities to
the ‘political prisoners’.

Since the outbreak of the present war,
political prisoners are pouring into jails.
Barring a few, all are put into ‘C’ class,
This is really intolerable. I, therefore,
decided to write to the I G. of prisons,
but in the same old, bureaucratic fashion it
was replied that “nothing was possible 1
What I wrote to him was that ‘C’ class
political  prisoners must receive the
same treatment as is meted out to
‘C’ class European prisoners; they

. must also be provided with all those
facilities that were given +to the
‘Tabarra priseners” But my demands
remained unheard-of. On the other
hand, the Government hastened to arvest
me. Let Imperialism know that I am
not going to suspend my struggle
against it because I am behind the prison
walls, Only the front has changed. My
conscience does not permit e that
I should enjoy the facilities of a ‘B’
class prisoner, while those, who are as

much fighters for the freedom of the
motherland as myself should suffer all
the disadvantages in the ‘C’ class. I have
therefore, been forced to decide that I
.must resort to hunger-strike and continue
it till my grievances are redressed, My
demand is ;—

1. That ‘C’ class political prisoners
must receive the same treatment as is
meted out to ‘C’ class European
prisoners ; they must receive all those
facilities that were given to the ‘C’ class
“Tabarra prisoners’.

I bave a firm faith in the justice and
fairness of my cause. Let it be remem-
bered that I do not propose that all of
them should be placed into ‘A’ class,
though it would be really better if this
practice of classification was done away
with and the political prisoners were put
“into the same class,

My demands are just.. The method 1
have chosen is also just. I shall not be
sorry if for the success of my cause I have
to lay down my life.

' Ingilab Zindabad
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BOOK REVIEW

Independent Egypt. By Amine
Youssef Bey. Preface By Wickham Steed.
John Murry ;: London. 15sh.

Certain countries, in the light of
‘historical and geographical considerstions,
are of special significance for India,
Egypt is one of them. There are as well,
reasons other than political and geogra-
phical, suggesting u care from India to
modern Egyptian history. There is a
similarity in various internal problems.

Egypt also furnishes a striking instance -

of a country strongly and closely influenced
by weighty internationl currents.
Egyptian history is a long one. But
the modern phase of it is 2 comparatively
short one, reckoning it from the time
that Turkish hold weakened and British
power over Eéypt assamed an effective
character. The latter happened in 1882,

Egypt at this time was in a weak |
peasantry—fellaheen— |
who constituted near to ninety percent of .
the population, remained oppressed and. .
neglected, This found expression in the ;

condition. The

absence of a broad-based nationalist move-

ment of advancement. Things commenced

to change greatly with the opening of the

present century. The carec for self-

determination began to gain and grow and
an intercst of wider sections for it brought
forward a popular national movement. The

last thirty years have marked Egyptian-

history taking a course of much vigour.
An account of this course forms the
central topic of the volume “Independent
Lgypt” by Amine Yousse! Bey.

Amine Youssef Bey has been u very

active figure in Egypt since the last oue.

quarter of a century. Contenting to work
often and especially in eritical periods
behind scenes, he has escaped publicity and
remained less known, particularly outside
Egypt, than many others in the country
who have played smaller parts. Though

he did not actively or strictly belong to.
any party and never assumed Cabinet

rank, he still exerted profound influence
upon the advance of political life and
changes in administration. His marriage
with the niece and adopted daughter of
Zaghloul Pasha in ways added to his
influence, There is no mistaking the
competency of Amine Youssef Bey to.

Reviewed By—A. C. N. NAMBIAR (Paris)

THE RISE OF MODEERN EGYDT

present an account of the rise of Modern
Egypt and it is not surprising that his
book, though meant as anautobiographieal
study, reads more as a history of

- Egyptian affairs during the lnst twenty-five
" years.

Egyptian history presented a compara-

“tively tranquil turn in the years soon
-after 1832 that saw Lord Cromer at the
~head of affairs in' Cairo. Cromer was

followed in turn by Sir Eldon Gorst and
Lord Kitchner. Efficient in their own

way, they lacked imagination in directions

and failed to catch the nature of popular
currents tending to rise. The nationalist

_ movement kept an attitude of wanting to

cooperate with Britain in expectation of
good-will meeting Egyptian aspirations,
Zaghloul Pasha, who Iatterly was to be

" the popular hero of Egypt as defender of

Egyptian claim for independence, himself
stood in the political arena or entered it
cavlier, as a member of Cromer’s Govern-
ment. Xgypt saw the breaking out of the
war of 1914 with hopes ot the war leading
to iwmprovement in Dritish approach to
Egypt and being followed by a satis-
factory readjustment in the relations
between the two countries.

Egyt in regard to these, one is told,

was to experience a disappointment.’
Awine Youssef Bey writes of this period

with keen regret. A rough time appar-
ently prevailed. “Everywhere we saw
falschoood, self-secking, despotism, injus-
tice, violence, not only practised but even
preached”, Meanwhile the Wafd Purty
had grown, out of the old uationalist
movement initiated by Orabi Pasha,
championing Egypt’s cause for self-
deterininatiod.  Zaghloul Pasha had come
up as the head of the Wafd, He wanted

to go to England to present Egypt’s case, -

Permission  was refused. Liord Cuarzon
who was then the Foreign Secretary in
London, belittled the position and power
of Zaghloal, Before long the latter was
arrested. This action, it is indicated,
strengthered the Watd and the Egyptian

national movement led by it. “We

Egyptians were turned into a nation
which was hurt in its feelings, mistrustful,
antagonistic and united.”

Then followed the period marked by

" the Milner Mission boycotted by the

Wafd and the subsequent grant of a set
of reforms. The reforms fell far short
of the demands of the Wafd. The
election that took place shortly after
brought a great majority to the Wafd and
the porty took up office with Zaghloul

‘Pashu as Premier. Amine Youssef Bey

states that {rom the point of view of the
Wafd, this was technically a mistake in
as much as the Government which it
represented did not have real power.
As special factors that weakened the
Wafd’s position in this period, he refers
to a bureaucratic opposition, the mistake
made of drawing popular, persons in
provincial centres to the capital, and the
absence of an official press-orzan. Liberal
leadership, he thinks, could have been

counteracted in its opposition by some

its members _being drafted away to the
Senaté.

The death by violence of Sir Lee
Stack resulted in the overthrow of the
Zaghloul Government. If the popularity
of Zaghloul did not diminish as a resnlt of
acceptence of office, it is suggested as
reflecting the individual greatness of the

~man and the potential strength of the
national movement. A period of great

rigidity now ensued. British authorities
were furious and declared “never again’
would they allow Zaghloul to be the Prime

- Minister and democracy or no democracy,

they did not propose to allow it.”

Zaghloul Pasha died is1927. A lengthy
period of wrangles followed with the
rapresenting  the  British
Government directly, the Palace, and the
Wafd, as the three parties. Afier many
attempts at negotiations for u new settle=
ment that failed principally as they did
not bring the full or necessary recognition
to the weight assumed by the popular
aspirations, finally and also in the wake
of an enhanced prominence gained by
Egypt in association with the Abyssinian
issue, the Treaty of 26th August, 1936,
that fixes the present status of Egypt,
was concluded.

Egypt has gained technically its in-
dependence. Amine Youssef Bey does
not overlook reservations that impose
limitations on this independence. But he

Rosideney
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expects that these can undergo timely
alterations, with extension of good under-
standing between London and Cairo, and
Egyptian sovereignty with that advance
to fuller measure, to the advantage of both
British and Egyptian peoples. The
present international struggle fiinds Egypt
in a closely concerned state, Egypt has
to be attentive ‘and alert. The granting
of the elaims advanced by Zaghloul and
the Wafd earlier, it is projected, would
have left Egypt to, be in a stronger posi-
tion in the matter of development of its
protective resources. The suggestion is
one of valuable time lost in an important
period. Amine Youssef Bey, however,
stresses that Egyptian attention should
be kept well to the future now—the timé
is sufficiently serious—and learning alike
from past experiences and failures, the
concerned parties should devote all care
to the advancement of a constructive
policy along.a progressive line.

Amine Youssef Bey supplies in his
-volume appreciative and critical estimates
of many who have been in the front-line
of Egyptian history in recent period,
Special mention. may be made of his
account of the role played by Madame
Zaghloul as an active supporter of her
husband and participator *in Egyptian.
national struggle. Certain reports dealing
with some of the tasks assumed by the
author carry a wider value of very practi-
cal character. To this category belong
his work in connection with the co-
operative movement, controlling of prices
and development of trade and tourism.

His volume also contains some amusing
sketehes. As for instance, when he turns

to talk about his work as Egyptian Minis-

ter in Washington where he had to do

with Lregation Secretaries chiefly concerned
about attending to the social side of their
work. The First Secretary—“he came
to the Legation at 11 or 12 o’clock in the
morning, having spent two hours over
electric massage treatment and other aids
to his health and appearence which no
doubt helped him in his social life.” And
. another—“he was a good dancer and
bridge-player, and unjustifiably extra-
vagant, which undoubtedly made him
socially popular.” One is also given a
very considerate account about the love
episode—hot entirely without some politi-
cal reactions—of the aged Tewfik Nessim
Pasha with a young Viennese girl that
will be remembered as having evoked a

while back great sensational interest.’
Yousse! Bey apparently has not been’
unmindful of the idea of a nearness in’
interest between Egypt and India, for at-

a place one reads, that while in London—
it was at the time when the Indian Round
Table Conference was on—and be had

He did meet Gandhiji and “have a very
interesting talk with him for two hours.”
Wickham Steed has written a preface
to the volume. This recalls the story of
Amine Youssef Bey’s first wisit to him.
Steed at that time was the editor-in-chief
of the “Times” and he began by looking

upon Amine Bey who had mueh’ difficulty
to see him more or less as one out for
wischief. In the preface to Amine Yous-

received telegraghic instrnctions from
Cairo to leave immediately for Egypt he
“ventured so far to disobey orders as to
stay a few days for what he regarded as a’
very important purpose.” The “important
purpose” was meeting Gandhiji and other
Indian nationalist leaders then in London.

sef Dey’s book Steed very cordially writes

of the author as one needing no special
" introduction quoting the proverb “good
. wine needs no bush.”

. 'When the flood-gates
of heaven are opene
in the monsoon . . . .
. nothing will keep the
water out  but a
DUCKBACK
WATERPROOF.
It’s specially made for
the Tropical condi-
tions and the heavy
rains of our country.
LEADERS FOR 20
years. DUCKBACK
is smart, lightweigh
& ventilated, INSIST
ON DUCKBACK
. WATERPRO QFS.
THEY ARE RELIL-
"ABLE.

Head Office & Factory :—~PANIHATI, 24 Parganas.
Sales Department :~—12 Chowringhee Road, Calcutta.
86 College Street, Calcutta.
Bombay Branch :—377, Hornby Road, Fort Bomkay.

THE CALCUTTA COMMERCIAL BANK, LTD.

Head Office :—2, CLIVE GHAT STREET, CALCUTTA.
IA SCHEDULED BANK]

BRANCHES
Bengal : Bengal : Bengal : U.P.: Calcutta : Assam : Behar : Behar :
Mymensingh Barakar. Jamalpur Benares Maniktala Sunamganj Pakur Bhagalpur
Narayanganj Barisal Jalpaigur: Lucknow Kalighat Karimganj  Sahibganj Monihyt
Sirajganj Maldsh Netrokona Baranagore Sylhet Katihar Dumka
Kishoreganj Dacca Tangail ‘Barabazar  Shillong Patna Deoghur .
Mohanganj Chittagong Chawkbazar (Dacca) - Silchar Raxaul Lakhisarai

Interest on Savings Bank Alc. paid at 2% per annum
Withdrawable by Cheques.

Interest of Fixed Deposits paid at the rate of 3 to 57 per annum.
Rs. 600 paid on payment of Rs. 5 per month for 8 years
in the Provident Deposit account.

3 Yoars Cash Ceoriificate for Rs. 100 sold at Rs. 87 (elghty-seven).

FORWARD BLOC: COLLECTED VOLUME : 774




FORWARD BLOC

15

STRUGELE IS ON.—~WIDEN AND INFENSIFYIT

The following resolutions were passed
by the Special Session of the Bengal
Provincial Conference held at Dacca on
the 256th unud 26th May last :—

“This meeting of the Beagal Provineial
Conference expresses its deep sorrow at
the deaths of Sudhangshu Kumar Bose
Assistant Secretary, B. P. (. C., Khagen-
dra Nath Chatterjee, Ananda Kishore
Majumdar, Rev. Andrews, Manlvi Mujibar
Rahanan, Mahim Chandra Das, Jitendra
I.al Banerjee Birendra Nath Majumday,
Monoranjan Baneriee. Jyotirmoy Bhow-
mik, Manoj Mohan Das, Utsab Rauth,
Siben  Majumdar, DBaidyanath Sarkar,
George Lansbury, Hazra Bing. Bhupen
De, Rohini Bhadra, Ava De, Dwarka Nath
(Goswami. Bhupen Banerjee. Com. Eusuf,
Com. Sibnarayan, Dinabandhu Batrman,
Nishi Kanta Bhattacharji, Subodh Majuin~
dar, Md. Waris, Bistu Das, Promotha
Banerji, Kali Mohan Ghosh, Direndra
Nath Sarkar and conveys full sympathy
to their bereaved families.”

Repressive Policy

“In view of the fact that after more

than three years working of provincial

- autonomy, about eighty political prisoners
convicted long before the inauguration of
the Government of India Act of 1935, are
still in prison and the Bengal Ministry has

.not cared to release them, this conference
strongly condemns the reactionary policy
of the Bengal Ministry for their continual
incarceration,

“This conference further condemns tie
policy of the Ministry of Bengal for pro-
mulgating the Defence of India Rules and
adopting a policy of suppression of civil
liberty in form of arrests, externments of
Kisans, Congress, Labour and Student
workers of the province as also by
arbitrary application of restrictive and
prohibitive orders upon the Press and
people.

“This conference heartily welcomes the

lead given by B. P. C. C.in launching a
movement for reinstating civil liberty on
January 31, 1940, and congratulates
Maulavi Asrafuddin Choudhry, Sj. Trailo-
kya Chakravarty and others on their bold
stand against the repressive policy.
Citizens' Defence Corps

“This conference views with grave
concern the rapid developments in the
war-theatre of Europe and their probable
repercussions in India and the Far Fast.
In the changed situation that has
over-taken India and the world,
it has become imperative for the
Indian people to put their house
in order, to close up their ranks
and to stand united as one nation.
This will enable them to win free-
dom for themselves and to bring
about the peaceful transference of
power to the Indian people.

“In order to help this task of developing

‘stlves durin

and maintaining national unity and solida-
rity and in order to preserve peace and
harmony among the Indian people them-
the period of crisis and
transition, it has become absolutely nece-
ssary to organiseat once a Citizens’ Defence
Corps, on a thoroughly non-party basis,
This conference, therefore, urges the
Bengal Provineial Congress Committee to
take the initiative in this matter and
bring this Citizens’ Defence Corps into
being as soon as possible.

High Command.'s Fiat

“The Bengal Provincial Conference
met at Jalpaiguri in February, 1939. Since
then, kaleidoscopic changes have shaped
our freedom’s struggle. The Jalpaiguri
conference gave a direct lead by a
resolution known as the famous Jalpaiguri
Resolution which, in view of the grave

-international sitnation, was in favour of

giving a six months’ ultimatum to British
Imperialism. . Buat unfortunately
Indian National Congress at Tripuri did
not care to consider the ultimatum and

.prepare the country for a National stru-

ggle during the period of six months.
“Tripuri Congress, instead of giving a

direct Jead, passed the Pant resolution that

has brought about an unwholesome dis-

pute over the formation of Congress

Working Committee, eventually culmina-
ting in creating fissures in the Congress
front. National Unity, when so badly
needed, was destroyed beyond all repairs
by a deliberate policy of anti-left drive
and the left with a desire to fulfil
historic role of leading the National move-
ments on the track of struggle progre-
ssively emasculated and the building up
of a joint front inside the Congress
tarned to be an impossibility, Situation
wasmade worst by the Congress Work-
ing Committee when it adopted the
resolutions that sought to put a severe
brake upon the direct action movement.
The Left Consolidation Committee which
grew as a result of this deliberate policy
of  exclusion adopted by the High
Command, fixed Jnly 6th as a day
of protest against the emasculating
resolution, The steam-roller of discipli-
nary action against persons and organisa-
tions began. Leaders like Sj. Subhas
Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajanand
came under the axe of the Working
Committee under the false plea of system
and discipline.

Foisting ‘Ad hoc' Committee

“Bengal has always been, as she still
is, in the vanguard of our National Strug-
gle and is also the strongest base of the
progressive forces in the country. The
Congress High Command bent upon
entering into a deal with British imperia-~
Hism and at the same time determined to
tighten their grip over the Congress
organisations in order to further pursue
its reformist policy foisted, in indecent

the -

haste, upon Bengal an unwanted ‘Ad Hoc'
Committee in supersession of the B,P.C.C.
which enjoyed and till enjoys the confi--
dence of the people of the province. Things
did not stop. there. The Working Commi-
ttee eventually did go so far as to suspend
the popular provincial organisation of
Bengal Congressmen and thereby creating
a deep cleavage in the rank and fle of
Congressmen in the province.

“In view of the above statement
of facts this conference declares
with no uncertain mind, that the
people in general and the Congress-
men of Bengal in particular will
have nothing to do with the
offspring of the “Ad Hoe” Commi-
ttee which i trying to function
in Bengal as a provincial body of
the Working Committee. g

“This conference further urgex
upon all Congressmen and organi-
sation in Bengal to. stand solidly
behind the Bengal Provincial
Congress Committee in their bold
and determined stand to vindicate
the legitimate and constitutional
rights of the provincial Congress
organisations and to preserve their
internal democracy.

National Unity

Twelve months ago when the breach
between the Bengal Congress and the
Congress High Command became apparent,
it was felt that the one problem before
the Indian people was the question of
launching the national struggle for the
attainment of India’s independence. Since
the commencement of the European war,
such lightning changesliave taken place
in Kurope that as a result thereof, the
situation in India has altered to a certain
extent and the people now feel more than
before that they are within sight of
power. Clonsequently along with necessity
of a National Struggle for seizing that
power the necessity of developing
and maintaining national unity ~and"
solidarity during this criticai period for
the purpose of retaining freedom when
it i3 won, is being increasingly felt.
This conference, therefore, appeals
to all sections of people in Bengal
to sink their internal differences,
.and face boldly the new situation
which may soon lead to the peaceful
transference of power to the people of
India, so that the Nation may stand
united in its struggle for National
liberty and inits vesolve to preserve
the independence that we shall win.
This conference, further, appeals
earnestly to Hindus and Muslims
and all those who claim to repre-
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sent them to make another serious
attempt to solve the Hindus-Moslem
problem on an all India basis.

“Award’’ Condemned
“This conference is of opinion that in
Bengal so far as the Hindus are concerned,
one of the main obstacles in the path of
a Hindy-Moslem settlement is the exis-
tence of the so-called Communal Award.
This conference condemns the so-

called Communal Award which
has done injustice to the Hindus of
Bengal at their expense, has favou-
red the Europeans beyond measure.

The Congress, as National Institution
of the people, undoubtedly stands

for the interest of the people as a whole,
but it also stands for the legitimate
interests of every section of the people
including the Hindus and Muslims so
" far as they do not militate against larger
interests of the Nation. Consequently,
the Bengal Congress can never be blind
to the legitimate interest of either the
Hindus or the Moslems of Beugal. This
conference, therefore appeals to the
Hindus and Moslems of Bengal and to
their leaders to lose no time in bringing
about settlement of the Hindus-Muslim
problem through the goodwill of both the
communities, This agreement, if thus
arrived at in time, will be embodied iu
in the new constitution that will be framed
for the liberated people of India, If a

permanent selution of the Hindu-Muslim

problem is arrived at soom, it will help
to a considerable degrce in fostering
National unity and the solidarity at this
eritical juncture, which will be conducive
not only to the speedy achievement of
independence but also to this preservation
in future.

“Thig conference also requests
Congressmen of all shades of opinion
to sink their differences, restore
unity within the Congress on the
basis of a dynamic programme of
struggle and present a united front
to British Imperialism. It appeals
further to the Working Committee
and to Mahatma Gandhi to take
necessary steps in this behalf.

National Struggle

“This  conference whole-heartedly
endorses the resolution on ‘National Stru-
ggle’ passed by the All-India Anti-
Compromise Conference held at Ramgarh
in March, 1940, and the similar resolution
passed at the All-India Kishan Conference
at Palasa. Since then the political situa-
tion in Iddia accentunated by the interna-
tional crisis bas increased the necessity
of ‘co-ordinating and enlarging all local
stroggles into a gigantic struggle on an
- All-India basis add on an All-India front.
This conference, therefore, calls
upon all the district. town, sub-
divisional and village Congress
Committees, ‘Foward Bloc' organi-
sations, Kishan Sabhas, Labour

Unions, and other anti-Imperialist
organisations and individuals who

believe in the necessity and poten-
tiality of this struggle, to do every--

thing possible to implement the
resolutions of the Ramgarh and
Palasa .conference without any
further loss of time.
rence hopes that all these anti-
Imperialist organisations and indivi-
duals will organise and continue
the struggle on all possible fronts,
such as Kisan, Labour, Student,
youth, state  peoples’  fronts,
throngh Councils of Action set up

in every district, town and village.

To this end, this conference desires
that the resolutions of the Ramgarh
Anti-Compromise Conference and
the Palasa Conference be further
popularised amog the masses.

This conference congratulates the Bengal
Provincial Congress Committee :
struggle it launched on the 31st January
1940, underthie leadership of Sj Subhas
Chandra Bose for the restoration of civil
liberty which had been ‘infringed by the
War Ordinance and  this. conference
expresses its gratification at the signal
success attained by the B. P. C. C.ip
that struggle. It deplores the conduct
of those rightists and pseando-leftists
who have endeavoured to sabotage the
work of the B. P. C. C. by holding from
time to time meetings and demonstrations
with the permission of the Governmental
authorities.

“It is necessary to go out among
the masses with a new slogan—a
new rallying cry—which will inspire
them to further suffering and
sacrifice which is indispensable if
we are to attain complete indepen-
dence. Let the slogan, the rallying
ery, in - the
struggle be—“All Power To The
Indian People.” With this new and
inspiring slogan 'let the masses
proceed to widen the front of the
national struggle and to intensify it.

“The task of intensifying the struggle
and of extending in scope has been ren-
dered more imperative by the rapid change
in the international situation, by India’s
speedy advance towards the goal of Purna
Swaraj and the professions of the British
Government with regard to its war-aims.
All these developments have brought

This confe-.

on the

next phase of the’

about auch a change in the situation that
the Indian peopls to-day cannot but think,
feel, and act in terms of a free nation and.
endeavour to assert the status of the inde-
pendent nation.

Emblems of Subjection

“In order to assert fully the status of
free nation it is essentially necessary
for the Indian people to cast off the
emblems of slavery which have become
galling to them more than ever before, and
which now militate more and more against
their increasing sense of self-respect.
To this end, it is necessary and
desirable that a beginning should
be made by demanding the demoli-
tion or removal of the Holwell
Monument in Calcutta which is to
the people of Bengal—both Hindus
and Mnslims—a symbol of nationnl
humiliation, This conference
requests the B. P.C. C. to take
the necessary steps for securing the
demolition or removal of the Holwell
Monument.

Release of Politicals

“This conference is further of opinion
that anotber emblem and perhaps a more
significant emblem of servitude is the
continued incarceration of our political
prisoners.

“This conference resolves that
considering the circumatances now
prevailing in the province and the
past commitments of the B. P. C.
(., the time has arrived when the
B. P. C. C. should launch a cam-
paign for demanding and securing
the release ef political prisioners.

“This conference requests the B. P. C.

" (. to devise the necessary ways and

means and launch a struggle for securing
the release of political prisoners. The
conference also irges the B. P. C.C. to
implement the resolution of the Haripura
Congress.

. Other Resolutions

Resolutions on the report and recom-
mendation of Floud Commission, Bengal
Jute Ordinance, labour strikes and Tri-
para States’ peoples’ agitation were re-
fered to B. P. C. C. for consideration.’
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LEYTTERS TO THE EDITOR

INDIAN FREEDOM IS TO
BRITAIN’S INTEREST

To
The Editor, Borward Bloe
Sir, ' '

The sufferings and distresses of many
small nations in this most cruel war reach
this far-off land and we are profoundly
moved. Humanity and justice urge us
to fight this great Nazi menace and all
the evils thereof. But we are a people
in subjection, a nation in beggary.
We are palsied and sick at heart. How
can we fight this menace to humanity
while we are pinioned and shackled to
the yoke of thraldom ? v

To Indians, British diplomacy is puzz-
ling and enigmatic beyond measure. For
while it professes that it is waging a holy

crusade for freedom and democracy, it -

seeks to maintain its grip on India with
clenched fists, While it admits that “we
are a people for ages civilized and cnlti-
vated, cultivated it all the arts of polished
life, whilst they were yet in the woods,”
it denies to us even the clementary right
of self-determination.” Can duplicity go
further ?

Many Indians today hope that Mabatma
Gandhi would lead our country to freedom
from the sappy coils of British impcria-
lism. But Gandhiji does not want to

"embarass Britain. Bvidently, he hopes

that the heart of Britain can be changed
by persuasion and reasoning. But it is w
nation whose heart has waxed gross by
continued domination and exploitatior.
The great Mahatma tries to charm this
nation ! Britain will not give India freedom
unless pressure is brought to bear upon
her. This, the Mahatma and his trusted
crew can never achive by persuasion
and unmeaning, therefore never-cnding
preparations, '

A free India would be a powerful
ally for Britain. But India in chains
would only be a stumbling-block to her.
It is to Britain’s own good that we should
win our {reedom as quickly as possible.

Alleppey ( Travancore )

26th May. A. Eappen

NATIONAL FRONT PUZZLES
Po

The Editor. Formard Bloe
S1g, .

I frankly confess that Iam unablé to

grasp the high politics of the Natimal

T'ront group. The following puzzles have
defied all my attempts at their solution :

1. The National Fronters ficreely
attack the lige of action of Mr. Subhas
Chandra Bo')s;:, and assert that auy move-
ment launched by the latter would be a

factional one. At the samec time, they

have signed the Gandhiun Satyagraba
pledge ; a pledge which dcfinitely rcduces
the movement contemplated therein toa

factional affair.

2. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose has not

jmposed any irrelevant restrictions on-his

movement. [t is his desire, at least, to
develop his line into a mass movement.
This intention is lacking in the case of

the Gandhian plans. And yet the'Natio-
nal Frontists would even kill their.
conscience in order to be entitled to re-
cruitment in the Gandhian forees.

3. The National Fronters argue that
they would develop the Gandhian struggle
into a movement of the people. Admitted-
ly Mr. Subhas Bose’s mevement is supe-

" rior, both qualitatively and quantitatively,

to the one visualised by the Gandhists.
And if the National Frontists mean what
they say, what can prevent them from
supporting Mr. Bose ?

4, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose has
offered to carry out his views, while the
Gandhians may never start their Satya-

graha. Bat the National Front group is
determined to oppose the former and
co-operate with the latrer.

The National Fronters scem to be
engaged in their Post-Graduate Research
Work on Leftism, |

DehraDan

Sty Cuasora Kanwan,
20th May

——— ) ————
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DESHA-GAURAB

Subhas Chandra Bose

at
Adhyaksha Mathur Babu's

SAKTI OUSHADHALAYA

DACCA.

e e

“1 visited the Sakti Oushadhalaya Dacca, to-day and was very kindly shown round the premises.
Indegenous medicines are prepared here on a large scale and in accordance with Ayurvedic principles.
The institution reflects grear credit on Babu Mathura Mohan Chakravarty, whose enterprise has
brought Ayurvedic medicines within the reach of the poor. I wish all success to the institution
whicg he has built up afier so much enterprise and hard labour for a long period. The success of

its turn means the relief of suffeting humanity.”

Sd/- Subhkas Chandra Bose.

Props :—Mathuramohan, Lalmohan, and
Dacca, 6-6-1939,

Phanindramehan Mukhopadhyay Chekravarty

Sakti Qushadhalaya, Dacca, means the popularity of Ayurveda throughout the country and this in |

EAST BENGAL BANK Ltd.

( ESTABLISHED 1923)
Head Office :—COMILLA
Calcutta Office :—6, CLIVE STREET

PHONE CAL. 4988

‘A modern up-to-date dividend paying
convern, linking Calcutta with
East Bengal and Assam.

Branches at :
Chittazong,  Brahmanbariz, Dacea,
Lalirbazar (Narayanganj,) Chowkbazar (Dacca),

Karimganj, Mirkadim, Narayanganj,

Silchar, Sylhet.

RAI BHUDHAR DAS BAHADUR,
Advocate, Government Pleader, Comilla.
Ianaging Director.

Barisal,

, o ) /
NG BUSINESS TRA

Branches :—~Chandpur « Puranbazar « Bajapti » Baburhat « Matlabgunj »
Sonapur (Noakhali) * Taltala ¢ Lohaiong » Gardenreach »

For SHIRTING & SUITINGS

PURELY BENGALEE CONCERN—Estd,—1906 i
Mills & Office—10, Chitpore Bridge Approach, Bagbazar, Calcutta.
Selling Depot,—113, Cross Street, Manohardas Katra, Calcutta,

Superfine Darjeeling Blend

PYRAMID TEA

Only As -/12/- Per Ib.

DIPERIAL TEA
S
74-1.CLIVE ST CAL

e QU GBS €QY
CALCUTTA

D. N. BOSE'S HOSIERY
———FACTORY——

& PADM4

)

GANJEES
BEST BY ALL TESTS.

36/1A, SARKAR LANE,
' CALCUTTA.

Proxe : B. B, 2165.
{ ECONOMY
| COMFORT &

For . DURABILITY USE
BHARAT HOSIERY

FACTORY’S

Vests, Banians & Underwears

A PURE f ! WANTED
SWALESHI | | CAPABLE
PRODUCT § AGENTS.

e o e P —

= R

CALCUTTA MINERAL SUPPLY

ﬁ - 31, JACKSON LANE, CALCUTTA.
Telogram :—CHINAMATI, ;
Caleutta, |

Dealers in Indian Minerals and Mineral Products also Raw materials for Soap.
Manufacturers of silicate Soda, Plaster of Paris, Soft Soap and Tale Powder.
FOR RATES AND PARTICULARS ENQUIRE OF

H. DUTT & Co.—Mg. Agents.

.
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Ofﬁce;9, SITARAM GHOSH ST., CALCUTTA.

o e e e

CO., LID.
Telephone 1—Office 1307 B. B. ;

‘Works 1502 B. B.
Residence 4627 B. B.

PRI ID RBY éANTTRANJAN CHATTERJEE AT POPULAR PRINTING WORKS, 47, MADHU ROY LANE & PUBLISHED

FROM 62, ROWBAZAR ST., CALCUTTA.

BY THE S8AY
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